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Course overview 

This course consists of 32 SCQF credit points, which includes time for preparation for course 

assessment. The notional length of time for candidates to complete the course is 160 hours.  

 

The course assessment has three components. 

 

Component Marks Duration 

Component 1: question paper  

Literary appreciation 

60 1 hour and 45 minutes 

Component 2: question paper  

Translating 

60 1 hour and 30 minutes 

Component 3: project–dissertation 60 see ‘Course assessment’ 

section 

 

 

Recommended entry Progression 

Entry to this course is at the discretion of 

the centre.  

 

Candidates should have achieved the 

Higher Latin course or equivalent 

qualifications and/or experience prior to 

starting this course. 

 

 further study, employment and/or training 

 

 

Conditions of award 

The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment 

components. 
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Course rationale 
National Courses reflect Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and principles. They 

offer flexibility, provide time for learning, focus on skills and applying learning, and provide 

scope for personalisation and choice.  

 

Every course provides opportunities for candidates to develop breadth, challenge and 

application. The focus and balance of assessment is tailored to each subject area. 

 

This course has an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills.  

 

Through study of Latin language and literature, and an independent research project, the 

course provides candidates with the opportunity to further develop: 

 

 understanding of how language works, and the ability to use language skills to 

communicate ideas and information with clarity  

 linguistic awareness and analytical skills in translation and interpretation 

 critical and creative thinking skills to synthesise ideas and arguments 

 language competence to support understanding and communication 

 a particular area of interest in Latin and/or Roman civilisation, at an advanced level on a 

topic of their choice 

 appreciation of the interconnected nature of languages  

 skills in using different media effectively to support independent learning and 

communication 

 enhanced enjoyment and understanding of the legacy of Roman civilisation and its 

influence on their own and other cultures 
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Purpose and aims 
Through in-depth study of Latin language and literature, the course provides candidates with 

the opportunity to develop and extend advanced language skills. It provides candidates with 

the opportunity to develop the literacy skills of listening, talking, reading and writing in 

English, and reading in Latin.  

 

The course aims to develop: 

 

 translating skills, in order to translate unseen verse and prose texts into English 

 knowledge of a wide range of Latin vocabulary 

 understanding, analysis and evaluation skills 

 the ability to apply knowledge of language 

 an understanding of how language works 

 an appreciation of Latin literature through the study of a prescribed text 

 language acquisition skills 

 ability to explore the interconnected nature of languages 

 reference skills, including those of using a wordlist and bilingual dictionary 

 ability to apply high-order skills to plan and research a project exploring an aspect of 

Latin language, literature or the Roman world and produce a dissertation showing their 

findings 

 

Who is this course for? 
This course is designed to provide candidates with the opportunity to develop advanced 

language skills of translating, understanding, analysing and evaluating complex and 

sophisticated Latin language and literature. Candidates develop communication, critical 

thinking, creative and research skills, as well as cultural awareness.  

 

It is suitable for candidates who wish to study a range of different types of texts in different 

media and to demonstrate achievement in different ways and at different paces. They should 

be able to work with growing independence, and use their own initiative under minimal 

supervision.  
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Course content 

The course provides opportunities for candidates to develop advanced translating, 

understanding, analysing and evaluating skills in an integrated way. It provides opportunities 

for candidates to develop their independent learning, research and referencing skills. 

 

The course enables and encourages candidates to develop and extend their language skills, 

showing growth and progression from those demonstrated in prior learning and attainment, 

most likely in Higher Latin. Skills development for literary appreciation concentrates on  

in-depth understanding, analysis and evaluation of complex and sophisticated Latin 

prescribed texts for the genres of Letters and Letter-writing or Ovid and Latin Love-poetry. 

Translating activities concentrate on translation of complex authentic Latin prose and  

verse texts.  

 

Candidates develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of aspects of Roman 

culture through literary appreciation and translating activities, as well as an independent 

research project on Latin language, literature or the Roman world. Candidates extend and 

apply high-order skills in planning and research to undertake the project and produce a 

dissertation.  

 

Candidates are encouraged to learn independently in all areas of the course, especially in 

their planning and preparation for the project–dissertation. This requires substantial reading 

of primary and secondary sources relevant to the area of study and topic. Candidates learn 

the importance of depth of ideas, clarity, accuracy, and creativity in their use of language, 

analysis and research skills.  

 

Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course 

The following provides a broad overview of the subject skills, knowledge and understanding 

developed in the course: 

 

 translating skills, including developing advanced knowledge and understanding of 

accidence, syntax, literary styles and nuances 

 understanding, analysis and evaluation of complex and sophisticated texts in Latin and 

translated into English 

 advanced knowledge and understanding of literary techniques and Roman culture 
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Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course assessment 

The following provides details of skills, knowledge and understanding sampled in the course 

assessment. 

 

For literary appreciation, there is a choice of two genres:  

 

 Letters and Letter-writing 

 Ovid and Latin Love-poetry 

 

Candidates must study the content of the prescribed texts for one genre. The details of the 

selections for each genre are available to download on SQA’s website. 

 

Translating: accidence and syntax 

 

Accidence 

Nouns: declensions 1–5 with case usages as follows 

Nominative: subject, complement 

Vocative 

Accusative: object, with prepositions, place, time, distance, subject in indirect statement 

Genitive: possessive, descriptive, partitive, value 

Dative: indirect object, agent with gerundive, possessive, predicative, object of certain verbs 

Ablative: prepositions, place, time, price, instrumental, descriptive, comparative 

Locative 

Adjectives: regular (positive, comparative, superlative) 

Adjectives: irregular: bonus, malus, multus, multi (positive, comparative, superlative) 

Adjectives: demonstrative: hic, ille, is, alius, alter, ullus, nullus, totus, solus, uter, neuter 

Adverbs: regular (positive, comparative, superlative) 

Adverbs: irregular (positive, comparative, superlative): bene, male, paulum, multum 

Adverbs: interrogative: ubi, quo, unde, quomodo, quando, cur 

Pronouns: ego, nos, tu, vos, se and possessive adjectives 

Pronouns: hic, ille, is, idem, qui, quis, quisque, aliquis, quisquam 

Verbs: all conjugations — all tenses active and passive 

Verbs: deponent — all tenses, moods and participles 

Verbs: irregular sum, fero, eo and main compounds, volo, nolo, malo, fio 

Subjunctive: all tenses active and passive, including deponents 

Infinitive: all tenses active and passive except future passive 

Participle: all tenses active and passive 

Imperative: present active, including noli/nolite 
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Syntax 

Relative clauses with indicative and subjunctive 

Purpose clauses: ut, ne and qui with subjunctive 

Purpose clauses with gerund and gerundive 

Result clauses: ut with subjunctive 

Indirect statement 

Direct command/prohibition 

Indirect command/prohibition: ut/ne with subjunctive 

Direct question 

Indirect question 

Causal clauses: quod, quia with indicative, cum with subjunctive 

Temporal clauses: ubi, postquam, antequam, cum, dum, donec, simulatque, priusquam, ut 

Concessive clauses: quamquam, cum, quamvis 

Conditional clauses: indicative and subjunctive 

Fearing clauses 

Gerunds and gerundives: obligation and attraction 

Participle use: all uses, including ablative absolute 

Ablative absolute using nouns, pronouns, adjectives 

Impersonal verbs, including impersonal passive 

Predicative dative 

Subjunctives of wish and command 

Historic present 

 

Other accidence or syntax necessary for the sense of the translating text is glossed. 

 

Skills, knowledge and understanding included in the course are appropriate to the SCQF 

level of the course. The SCQF level descriptors give further information on characteristics 

and expected performance at each SCQF level, and are available on the SCQF website. 

 

  



 

Version 1.0 7 

Skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work 
This course helps candidates to develop broad, generic skills. These skills are based on 

SQA’s Skills Framework: Skills for Learning, Skills for Life and Skills for Work and draw from 

the following main skills areas: 

 

1 Literacy 

  

1.1 Reading 

  

4 Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

  

4.6 Citizenship 

  

5 Thinking skills 

  

5.3 Applying 

5.4 Analysing and evaluating 

  

 

Teachers and lecturers must build these skills into the course at an appropriate level, where 

there are suitable opportunities. 

 

  

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/63101.html
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Course assessment 

Course assessment is based on the information in this course specification. 

 

The course assessment meets the purposes and aims of the course by addressing: 

 

 breadth — drawing on knowledge and skills from across the course 

 challenge — requiring greater depth or extension of knowledge and/or skills 

 application — requiring application of knowledge and/or skills in practical or theoretical 

contexts as appropriate  

 

This enables candidates to extend and apply:  

 

 language skills to understand, analyse and evaluate complex and sophisticated verse or 

prose texts in Latin and translated into English 

 knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, accidence and syntax to translate one 

complex, authentic, unseen Latin prose text and one complex, authentic, unseen Latin 

verse text into English 

 high-order skills in planning and research to produce a project–dissertation. They choose 

to investigate an aspect of Latin language, literature or the Roman world, as appropriate 

to their interests 

 

The skills, knowledge and understanding in the course are assessed in broadly equal measure.  
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Course assessment structure: question paper 

Question paper: Literary appreciation 60 marks 

This question paper assesses candidates’ breadth of textual knowledge and application of their 

literary appreciation skills in the challenging context of course assessment during a limited time. 

 

Candidates demonstrate: 

 

 in-depth understanding, analysis and evaluation of a range of complex and sophisticated 

verse or prose texts in Latin and translated into English 

 application of knowledge and understanding of literary techniques 

 knowledge and understanding of aspects of Roman culture 

 

Candidates choose to answer on one of the two genres: 

 

 Letters and Letter-writing 

 Ovid and Latin Love-poetry 

 

Copies of the prescribed texts are issued with the question paper on the day of the 

examination.  

 

Candidates answer questions, worth a range of marks, on either Letters and Letter-writing or 

Ovid and Latin Love-poetry. Questions for each genre are of an equal level of demand. 

 

From the prescribed text chosen, candidates answer: 

 

 one extended-response question, allowing an evaluative, critical response to the text as a 

whole, or to selections of the text 

 a range of short-answer and restricted-response questions  

 at least one question on literary techniques  

 

The question paper has 60 marks out of a total of 180 marks for course assessment. 

 

Marks are awarded for: 

 

 understanding the main ideas and themes 

 analysing and evaluating literary techniques  

 knowledge and understanding of aspects of Roman culture arising from the texts 

 communicating a critical response to the text 

 

Setting, conducting and marking the question paper 

SQA sets and marks this question paper. It is conducted in centres under conditions 

specified for external examinations by SQA.  

 

Candidates have 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete this question paper. 
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Question paper: Translating 60 marks 

This question paper assesses candidates’ breadth of knowledge of Latin language and 

application of their translating skills in the challenging context of unseen material and  

limited time.  

 

Candidates demonstrate: 

 

 translation of one complex, authentic, unseen Latin prose text and one complex, 

authentic, unseen, Latin verse text into English 

 application of knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, accidence and syntax 

 the ability to convey the meaning of the texts in English using appropriate language, style 

and structure 

 

This question paper contains two Latin translating texts and two specific wordlists. 

 

The prose translating text is an extract from any complex, authentic, unseen Latin prose text. 

The verse translating text is from any complex, authentic, unseen Latin verse text from a 

specified author.  

 

There are 40 marks available for prose translating and 20 marks for verse translating. 

 

This question paper has 60 marks out of a total of 180 marks for course assessment. 

 

Marks are awarded for: 

 

 accuracy in translation of each block of text 

 conveying the essential idea of the blocks 

 

Setting, conducting and marking the question paper 

SQA sets and marks this question paper. It is conducted in centres under conditions 

specified for external examinations by SQA.  

 

Candidates have 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this question paper.  

 

Specimen question papers for Advanced Higher courses are published on SQA’s website. 

These illustrate the standard, structure and requirements of the question papers. The 

specimen papers also include marking instructions. 
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Course assessment structure: project–dissertation 

Project–dissertation 60 marks 

The project–dissertation assesses candidates’ ability to apply their skills of translating and 

literary appreciation in the challenging context of course assessment to plan and produce a 

dissertation.  

 

The project–dissertation has 60 marks out of a total of 180 marks for course assessment.  

 

Project–dissertation overview 

The dissertation has three stages: 

 

 planning: candidates choose an area of study and formulate a dissertation task focused 

on an aspect of Latin language, literature or the Roman world 

 research and development: candidates investigate and research relevant primary 

sources in Latin and relevant secondary sources, and record all sources consulted 

 writing: candidates write their dissertation, analysing, evaluating, referencing, redrafting 

and proofreading before final submission  

 

Candidates demonstrate: 

 

 research and reference skills 

 extension and application of high-order skills to plan and produce a dissertation 

presenting the findings of independent research  

 knowledge and understanding of an aspect of Latin language, literature or the Roman 

world, as appropriate to candidates’ interests 

 

Marks are awarded for: 

 

 content 

 use of primary and secondary sources 

 argument and analysis 

 

Teachers or lecturers will support candidates to choose the focus, theme and genre for their 

dissertation. 

 

Setting, conducting and marking the project–dissertation 

The project–dissertation is: 

 

 set by centres within SQA guidelines 

 conducted under some supervision and control 

 

Evidence is submitted to SQA for external marking. SQA quality assures all marking. 
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Assessment conditions 

Time 

This assessment is carried out over a period of time. Candidates should start their  

project–dissertation at an appropriate point in the course, when they have developed the 

necessary skills, knowledge and understanding.  

 

Supervision, control and authentication 

Once work on the assessment has begun, the candidate should be working independently. 

 

The writing stage must be conducted under some supervision and control. This means that 

although candidates may complete part of the work outwith the learning and teaching setting, 

teachers and lecturers must put in place processes for monitoring progress to ensure that the 

work is the candidate’s own, and that plagiarism has not taken place. However, this need not 

entail formal, timed, and closely supervised conditions, but at all stages of preparation for 

and production of the dissertation there must be careful monitoring to ensure that it is entirely 

the candidate’s own work.  

 

The project–dissertation is a final summative assessment, and when a candidate begins the 

process of drafting the dissertation this must be under the supervision of their teacher or 

lecturer. At this point, no other person can be involved in the discussion or review of the 

candidate’s work.  

 

Where there is doubt over the authenticity of a dissertation, it must not be accepted for 

submission. 

 

Ways to authenticate evidence can include: 

 

 regular checkpoint and/or progress meetings with candidates 

 short spot-check personal interviews 

 checklists which record activity and/or progress 

 asking candidates to provide an annotated bibliography of all research sources cited (for 

example writing a sentence or two about the usefulness of a source can remind 

candidates of where their information and/or ideas came from)  

 making sure that candidates know exactly what is required for the dissertation, and that 

they have read and understood SQA’s booklet Your Coursework  

 

Resources 

There are no restrictions on the resources that candidates may access while producing their 

dissertation, for example spellcheckers and dictionaries.  
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Reasonable assistance 

Candidates must carry out the assessment independently. However, they can receive 

reasonable assistance before the formal assessment process takes place.  

 

The term ‘reasonable assistance’ is used to balance the need for support with the need to 

avoid giving too much help. If candidates need more than what is thought to be ‘reasonable 

assistance’, they may not be ready for assessment or they may have been entered for the 

wrong level of qualification. 

 

Teachers and lecturers can give reasonable assistance on a generic basis to a class or 

group of candidates (for example, advice on how to develop a dissertation plan). Teachers 

and lecturers can also give reasonable assistance to candidates on an individual basis. 

However, helping candidates on a one-to-one basis in the context of something they have 

already produced or demonstrated (for example detailed commentary on drafts) could 

become support for assessment and may be going beyond reasonable assistance. 

 

It is acceptable for the teacher or lecturer to provide: 

 

 comments on the candidate’s selection of an area of study and/or topic before they start 

the project–dissertation 

 comments on the candidate’s choice of primary sources in Latin 

 written or oral feedback on one or two dissertation drafts 

 

It is not acceptable for the teachers or lecturer to provide: 

 

 specific advice on how to re-phrase or improve responses  

 model answers specific to the candidate’s dissertation 

 ideas, a structure or plan specific to the candidate’s dissertation 

 suggestions of specific wording  

 correction of errors in spelling and/or punctuation 

 feedback on multiple dissertation drafts 

 

Evidence to be gathered 

The following candidate evidence is required for this assessment: 

 

 a dissertation of between 3,000 and 4,000 words 

 

Volume 

The dissertation must be between 3,000 and 4,000 words, excluding quotations, footnotes, 

captions and bibliography and contents page. Candidates must include the word count with 

the submitted dissertation.  

 

The word length is appropriate to the complexity of the task, allowing candidates to conduct 

an in-depth study of their chosen topic. 

 

If the word count exceeds the maximum by more than 10%, a penalty is applied.   
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Project–dissertation marking instructions 
In line with SQA’s normal practice, the following marking instructions for the Advanced 

Higher Latin project–dissertation are addressed to the marker. They will also be helpful for 

those preparing candidates for course assessment. 

 

Candidates’ evidence is submitted to SQA for external marking. 

General marking principles 

Always apply these general principles. Use them in conjunction with the detailed marking 

instructions, which identify the key features required in candidates’ responses. 

 

a Always use positive marking. This means candidates accumulate marks for the 

demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding; marks are not deducted 

for errors or omissions. 

b If a candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or detailed 

marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance 

from your team leader. 

c The candidate’s dissertation is marked in terms of relevance of content; use of primary 

and secondary sources in Latin and English; and argument and analysis. 

 

Detailed marking instructions 

Assess the dissertation in terms of: 

 

 relevance of content 

 use of primary and secondary sources in Latin and English (including marks for source 

evaluation, Latin quotation and referencing) 

 argument and analysis  

 

20 marks are available for each of these three elements. Markers add up the marks gained 

for each element to arrive at the final mark out of 60. 

 

Use the following table to help you arrive at a final mark. 

 

Select the band containing the descriptors that most closely describe the dissertation. 

 

Once that best fit has been decided: 

 

 where the evidence fully meets the standard described, award the highest available mark 

from that band range 

 where the candidate’s work just meets the standard described, award the lowest mark 

from that band range 

 otherwise award the mark from the middle of that band range 

 where the number of marks in the band selected is four, use professional judgement to 

decide allocation of the mark. For example, 16–13: if the candidate just misses a 16, 

award 15. If the candidate is slightly above a 13, award 14 

 award 0 marks where the candidate provides no evidence of the extension and 

application of high-order skills to plan and produce independent research exploring an 

aspect of Latin language, literature or the Roman world 
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Project–dissertation 

Range of marks 20–17 16–13 12–10 9–6 5–1 0 

Content 

The dissertation 

demonstrates: 

 factual content 

and an 

approach which 

is very clear and 

consistent with 

the title 

 considerable 

breadth and 

depth 

 factual content 

and an 

approach which 

is clear and 

consistent with 

the title 

 breadth and 

depth 

 factual content 

and approach 

which relates to 

the title  

 some breadth 

and depth 

 factual content 

and approach 

relates to the 

title but 

sometimes 

deviates 

 limited breadth 

and depth 

 elements of 

the factual 

content and 

approach do 

not relate 

closely to  

the title 

 little breadth or 

depth 

 no evidence 

of the 

extension 

and 

application of 

high-order 

skills to plan 

and produce 

independent 

research 

exploring an 

aspect of 

Latin 

language, 

literature or 

the Roman 

world 

Use of primary 

and secondary 

sources 

The dissertation 

demonstrates: 

 skilful use of a 

wide range of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources, 

including 

quotation in 

Latin and 

significant 

engagement 

with the Latin 

text 

 full and accurate 

referencing of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

 effective use of 

a wide range of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources, 

including 

quotation in 

Latin and some 

engagement 

with the Latin 

text 

 accurate 

referencing of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

 use of a range 

of primary and 

secondary 

sources, 

including 

quotation  

in Latin 

 referencing of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

 limited use of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources, 

including little or 

no quotation  

in Latin 

 limited or very 

little referencing 

of primary and 

secondary 

sources 

 little use of 

primary and 

secondary 

sources  

 no quotation  

in Latin 

 no referencing 

of primary and 

secondary 

sources 
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Range of marks 20–17 16–13 12–10 9–6 5–1 0 

Argument and 

analysis  

The dissertation 

demonstrates: 

 consistent and 

assured 

argument which 

displays a 

confident grasp 

of the evidence 

and reaches a 

well-reasoned 

conclusion 

 detailed and 

effective 

analysis which 

advances the 

argument and 

considers 

various 

implications 

 convincing 

argument which 

displays a 

sound grasp of 

the evidence 

and reaches a 

reasoned 

conclusion 

 detailed analysis 

which advances 

the argument 

and considers 

various 

implications 

 clear argument 

which displays a 

grasp of the 

evidence and 

reaches a 

conclusion  

 analysis which 

advances the 

argument and 

considers some 

implications 

 limited 

organisation 

 attempt to 

analyse the 

issues involved 

 little 

organisation 

 narrative and 

description, 

rather than 

analysis 

 no evidence 

of the 

extension 

and 

application of 

high-order 

skills to plan 

and produce 

independent 

research 

exploring an 

aspect of 

Latin 

language, 

literature or 

the Roman 

world 
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Grading 
Candidates’ overall grades are determined by their performance across the course 

assessment. The course assessment is graded A–D on the basis of the total mark for all 

course assessment components. 

 

Grade description for C 

For the award of grade C, candidates will typically have demonstrated successful 

performance in relation to the skills, knowledge and understanding for the course. 

 

Grade description for A 

For the award of grade A, candidates will typically have demonstrated a consistently high 

level of performance in relation to the skills, knowledge and understanding for the course. 
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Equality and inclusion 

This course is designed to be as fair and as accessible as possible with no unnecessary 

barriers to learning or assessment.  

 

Guidance on assessment arrangements for disabled candidates and/or those with additional 

support needs is available on the assessment arrangements web page: 

www.sqa.org.uk/assessmentarrangements. 

 

  

http://www.sqa.org.uk/assessmentarrangements
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Further information 

 

 Advanced Higher Latin subject page 

 Assessment arrangements web page  

 Building the Curriculum 3–5 

 Guide to Assessment  

 Guidance on conditions of assessment for coursework 

 SQA Skills Framework: Skills for Learning, Skills for Life and Skills for Work 

 Coursework Authenticity: A Guide for Teachers and Lecturers 

 Educational Research Reports 

 SQA Guidelines on e-assessment for Schools 

 SQA e-assessment web page  

 SCQF website: framework, level descriptors and SCQF Handbook 

 

  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/48455.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/assessmentarrangements
https://www.education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-5)/Building%20the%20Curriculum
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/2424.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/Guidance_on_conditions_of_assessment_for_coursework.pdf
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/63101.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/1418.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/35847.958.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/2424.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/68750.html
https://scqf.org.uk/
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Administrative information 

 

 

Published: April 2019 (version 1.0) 

 

 

History of changes  

 

Version Description of change  Date 

   

   

   

   

 
 

Note: please check SQA’s website to ensure you are using the most up-to-date version of 

this document. 
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