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This Guide will help you to understand the Scottish Qualifications Certificate.

The Scottish Qualifications Certificate, or SQC* for short, is Scotland'’s new Certificate
for recording success and achievements in qualifications awarded by the Scottish
Qualifications Authority.

Your SQC records all the qualifications you have achieved — individual Units, Courses
(such as an Intermediate 2 or a Higher), and larger qualifications (we call them ‘Group
Awards', and they include HNCs, HNDs, and SGAs).

Your SQC will be updated regularly, recording your most recent achievements.

We obtain qualifications throughout our lives — at school, college and in the workplace.
All qualifications awarded by SQA are recorded on the SQC — every time you obtain a
new qualification you get an updated Certificate. This gives you an accurate and
comprehensive record of all the learning success you achieve throughout your life.

This Guide to your SQC follows the career of a fictitious candidate, Robert D Bruce, a

17 year old school pupil.

* The SQC replaces the Scottish Certificate of Education and the Record of
Education and Training. These have been discontinued.
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Robert is a 17 year old school candidate who has just completed his fifth year at school.

He sat five Higher Courses in English, Latin, Mathematics, Physics and Economics.

Robert passed three Highers (English, Latin and Mathematics), narrowly failed Higher Physics

but was awarded a pass at Intermediate 2, and failed Higher Economics.

This is what Robert would receive from SQA to confirm his results.



The first piece of information is a cover letter, which accompanies every SQC. You should

read the letter carefully before looking at the other documents in the envelope.
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Date the SQC was posted.

ALY
13 Angnst 2001 For school candidates this is
IFOHMLLE FOAD HA O VER HOLEE
MinLT prpetrabiie usually mid-August.
Eokert D Bruce EH22 LE G2 THO
24 Ceriral 5 freet TEL: CEE 374 H000
Arer Tanrm Fhe: 14 -4 2244
Coumryshire E vl maileqa rgail
BYW2 TSE
This is the telephone number to
Cordact Hame — Customer Relafions X i
Dired Line —0141-242 2040 call and e-mail address to write
e-tail — helpdesk @aqaorgak . ..
to if you have any enquiries
Dear C andidate about your certificate.

Sondtish Qualifications Certificate — Candidate Number 976343255

I am pleased to enclose your Scottizh Oualifications Certificate which includes a swmmmary page
detailing the Hatimal C oarse!C Iusters you recently canp eted suceessfully. Any Groip Award yom
might be entered for will be cerfificated in due carrse. {If you have any qualificaticrs achiered befare
1924 wrhich are listed S cottish Certificates of Eduecaian or the Certificate of Sixth Vear Smudies from
the §cottish Examination Board or Fecards of Education and Training from SCOTVECS, Hease keep Every candidate has a unique
these domimerts as record of these successes)

nine digit candidate number.
The ScotishOualificatiore C eptificate iz designed to be oowul atdve Therefore aty SO qualificatimes
wou achieve in funre will ke listed on a new version of your Cerfificate almg with yor previous You need to quote this if
achiewemients. [ hope this will encoarage yon toaim for firther SOA quali fications it the fomre.

you call or write to us. It

¥ ours sincaely
appears on all SQC documents.

ChiefExenitive
T ertered fx, tat did not ackieve, the full Hational Cowses @ Clusters listed below. Ay parts of
thege qualificaions which you did ackieve mill be listed in yor Scortish Qualificatione Certificate in the q q .
e This box details any Courses failed
Clourse or Cluster etttersd Result or Courses awarded at the level
Phusics (Higher) Phomics (It amediate 2) below because you failed by a
Ecaanics (Higha) Hoanard q 9 R .

narrow margin (this is sometimes

called a ‘fallback’ award).

Chairroan : Frofeer Lobn B W 4 (BE
Chiof Exceoufiue: Bill Morkor M2z DipTFMRTR

ezl sad Szt Chaky rardar 200051

If you fail absolutely every Course or Unit entered for (and this is very rare) we will send you

a letter telling you this. You will not receive an SQC.



Behind the letter will be a summary page confirming the Standard Grades, National Courses

and Clusters you achieved that year. This lets you see at a glance the grades you have obtained.

Full details of the Courses you have completed and passed, and the Unit/Elements which make

them up, are given on the SQC. Here is Robert's summary page:
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Mational Qualifications
This document summarises the achievements of
Robert D Bruce
Scottish Candidate Number 976343255

SCE Higher refers to Scottish

in National Courses first certificated in August 2001 . .
Certificate of Education Courses.

These will be completely phased

Titke Leem| Grade

out by 2003.
English SCE Higher A
Latin Higher A
Mathematics Higher C
Physics Intermediate 2 A
....... erd of qualifictio s lsted..... ‘Fallback’ awards are given

because you passed all the

Course Units but narrowly

missed passing the external
exam. The award is always made

at Grade A at the level below

M‘h\ the one you entered for.

[Chief Executive, Scottish Qualifications Authority)

Note

Full details of o mpanents or elements of qualifications |sted abowe ane provided on the candidate's Seottish O ualifitions Certifiort=
Sottish Candidade Nun e r 97E343255 Robart 0 Brum besuad : Aug st 2001

The hologram is for

security purposes.




Robert's SQC is behind the summary page. He has a four-page SQC which provides a detailed

record of all his educational and learning achievements.

This is page 1 of Robert's SQC. It records all the Courses he has achieved. If he had achieved

any Group Awards or Clusters, they would have been listed here too.

SCOTTISH
QUALIFICATIONS
AUTHORITY

Scottish Qualifications Certificate

This Certificate lists the achievements of The notes at the bottom

Robert D Bruce of the page explain

any symbols that appear.

Scottish Candidate Number 976343 255

Tefeoch ODunklfeaton tith Levul Cude (1]
Courses

OLEO 11 Emglsh SCEHgher A oL001#
COM 12 Latin Hig her A o001
COSE 12 Mathe matics Hig her C o001
coEn Physics Interrredi@te 1 & oslioo1
Wm0l Bokgy Stamdard Frde - Ced it 1 o200
OLEDO1  Emlsh Stadard Frade - Ced it 1 o100
1540 01 Hetory Standard Frade - Ced it H orf10m
mwoo Latin Standard Frade - Ced it 1 orl1000
1coo o Mathe rotcs Stamard Frade - Benerl 1 os/:000
15ED 01 Misc Standard Frade - General d orf1000
11001 Physics Stardand Erade - Generl + o100

The Certificate builds up
achievement over time. These
are details of Standard Grade

Courses passed in 2000.

Soottsh Casdidate Hamber: 976343255 lobert 0 Droce fage 1 of + bsued : g ast 2001

Hoes:
1 Whee clime & bk sk the aformation is the mlome doss sotap p by to thatqealfiation.
1 farqualifiatons mared ° + or #, =e the =ctin of 4= Ce tfie ertitied Soppemertary bfomation?

The Ref code is simply a ‘label’ each

qualification has in our computer system.




Page 2 of Robert's SQC lists all the National Units and Standard Grade Elements that have

contributed to his Courses and Standard Grades. To pass a Course at Intermediate 1,

Intermediate 2, Higher or Advanced Higher level, you must successfully complete the Units

which make up the Course and the external exam.

If you fail the examination part of the Course, or only partially complete it for any reason,

the Units you have completed successfully will always be recorded on your SQC — so you have

full credit for what you have achieved.

Befroch Ounkeatontith
Mational Units

Unitscontriluting to the avamrd of Higher latin
00RI 11 Latin: Tmmbtion

OORE 11 Latin: Imerprettion — sz

OORE 11 Latin: Imerprewtion — Prose

Unitscontriluting to the avard of Higher Mathematics
031! Matherutes 1
03111 Matherrates !
031311 Matherrutes 3

Unitscontriluting to the avamrd of Imermedate 1 Physics
0380 1! Ekectriityand Eectmnis

DI81 11 Mechanics and Properties of Matter

0384 1!  Rad@tionand Matier

Other Hational Units

00511 The Economy

00E 1!  Mtmeonomes

Eran Relgion and Moality
EM403  Intoduwction o omputes
00TM 4 Work Expe rie nce

Standard Grade Elem ents

Eerments forStandad Grmde Biobgy
Knowkdge and U derstanding
Prok em Soking
Practiz | Alilities

Eerments forStandad Grde Eng lsh
Reading
Wiriting
Blking

Eerments forStandad Grmde Hetowy
Knowkdge and U nderstanding
Em uiry Skills

Eerments forStandad Erde latin
Interpretation
Trmnshtion
Investg ation

Eerments forStandad Grade Mathe matics

Knowkdge and Ul nde rstanding
Aeazoning and Enquiry

Sootth Cand date Humber: 976343255 lobertD Ince

Hoes:
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Hig her
Hig her
Hig her

Hig her
Higher
Hig her

Higher
Hig her
Hig her

Hig her
Hig her
Interrrediate
e 1

Fxe lof4 bsued : A st 2001

1 Wiee clims &bk the afomation is the mlvme does sot apply to thatqealficaton.
1 farqualifiztons mared ° + or ¢, =e the =ction of 4 & Cetfiz e ertited Sopp emertary kfomation

oshoal
or/1001
osfr001

oshoa1
osho01
osfro01

oshoa0l
oshoal
orf1001

osfio01
oshoa1
osho01
os0m
081000

or1000
os0m
osf000

or1000
os0m
osf000

oL000
orf10m

osf1000
os000
or000

osfi000
os000

These are the Units that make up

the Higher Latin Course.

The Units are shown at Higher
level because this is the level of
Unit passed. Robert was
awarded the Course at
Intermediate 2 level because he
narrowly failed the Higher

external exam, but the Units are

recorded at the level passed.

No ‘level’ is shown for this Unit as it
was achieved before Units had
levels attached to them. Further
details are given in the

Supplementary Information section

on the final page of the Certificate.

This is a breakdown of Standard

Grade Elements. It continues on

page 3 (not shown).



The final page of the SQC is the Supplementary Information section and this records your

Core Skills profile along with other information about your achievements.
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Supplementary Information

Core Skills

The Core Skilk profik belbw s mkubied fomthe qulifcations ecoded on the Certifcate and fomamy free standing Coe Skills U nits which may have been
achiewed. The leve|of a Come Skill which appearsin this pofik & worked out by lboking at howeach kel of thet Coe Skillcom@resagainst the g wlifcatos
listed on this Certificate. The mrmparson & based on the S04 pullication Avtonetic Certifor tion of Coe Siils in Wetioned Dueiifcotions Cemtres have 2 copy

of this pul limtion and it Eakoawaibhle on 51k we bsite. Core Skills are useful skills for
Come Skill - Cormrmunication . .
Oml Communi@tian Interrrediate orf10m |Ife and Work' A” candldates
Written Communi@tion Hig her o001

now receive a Core Skills profile
Core Skill - Hurreacy

I.I:ilg Erphical Infarmation Il:gr:r o001 which details their hlghest
Uszing Hurmker Hig her o001

Core Skill - Infarmtion Echmokgy achievement to date in these
sing Infarmation Tech abogy Interrrediate 1 orf10m ) ) )
skills. Most candidates achieve

Core Skill - Prak ke mSoking

Critical Thin king Hig her osho0 5 | d |
Plmning and Srganiaing e osja0m their Core Skills while working
Revewing and B limtimg Hig her ora001

towards other qualifications.

Core Skill - Working with Dthers
Working with Others e 1 o200

National Units

Units leted in the =ctionof the Certificat as'O0ther Hationa| Units' and rmorked +

The== U nits wee comtained in the catalog wes of S14s predeces=or bod ies, SCOTWEL and the Scotteh BEamination Boad. They ave heen chssified, for
certifcation pumpoees, as Hational U nits. == sof the Certificate should note that such U nits we e developed before the introd uction of the syste mof natioml
kevek and theefore the 'kwel colurm onthe Cettificate & b Bnk

Assessm ent Arrangem ents

The syrhol #agaistan award indicates that aspects of the as==rment for thsawe d wee amended or estricted 1o meet the paricubr need of this
camdate Detik of these clanges are avaibbe fom30A on equest.

I I . L . Every page of the SQC
[Chief Executive, Scottish Qualifications Authority)

Smttxh Cord date Hember: 976343155 lokert 0 Broce fage4of+ bsued : g ast 2001 haS a h0|09ram- ThIS is

for security purposes.




You can get more | nformatlon
about the SQC from the

SQA Helpdesk on

or from your school.

© The Scottish Qualifications Authority, 2001
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Helpdesk: 0141-242 2214

Hanover House Tronmills Road
24 Douglas Street Dalkeith
Glasgow Midlothian

G2 7NQ EH22 1LE

fax: 0141-242 2244
e-mail: helpdesk@sqa.org.uk
website: www.sqa.org.uk

June 2001 A1310



