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Specimen Question and Marking Instructions — Revised Instructions

A revised set of instructions to candidates and a full listing of contexts is provided.  This
shows the format that will be used in the operational paper.

A revised marking scheme for the Extended Response is also provided.  This will enable
centres to direct candidates towards the criteria for each band.
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Instructions

In this examination you must do four sections of the paper.

Your first section should be one question from Part 1—The Short Essay.

Your second section should be one context from Part 2—Scottish and British.

Your third section should be one context from Part 3—European and World.

Your fourth section should be one context from either Part 2, Scottish and British or

Part 3, European and World. 

Contexts Page Numbers

Part 1 Short Essay Questions

Answer one question only

Part 2 Scottish and British Contexts

1. Murder in the Cathedral: Crown, Church and People, 1154–1173.

2. Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence, 1286–1328.

3. Mary Queen of Scots and the Scottish Reformation, 1540s–1587.

4. The Coming of the Civil War, 1603–1642.

5. “Ane End of Ane Auld Sang”: Scotland and the Treaty of 

Union, 1690s–1715.

6. Immigrants and Exiles: Scotland, 1830s–1930s.

7. (a) From the Cradle to the Grave? Social Welfare in Britain, 

1890s–1951.

OR

(b) Campaigning for Change:  Social Change in Scotland,

1900s–1979.

8. A Time of Troubles: Ireland, 1900–1923.

Part 3 European and World Contexts

1. The Norman Conquest, 1060–1153.

2. The Cross and the Crescent:  The First Crusade, 1096–1125.

3. War, Death and Revolt in Medieval Europe, 1328–1436.

4. New Worlds:  Europe in the Age of Expansion, 1480s–1530s.

5. Tea and Freedom:  The American Revolution, 1763–1783.

6. “This Accursed Trade”:  The British Slave Trade and its 

Abolition, 1770–1807.

7. Citizens!  The French Revolution, 1789–1794.

8. Cavour, Garibaldi and the Making of Italy, 1815–1870.

9. Iron and Blood?  Bismarck and the Creation of the German

Empire, 1815–1871.

10. The Red Flag: Lenin and the Russian Revolution, 1894–1921.

11. Free at Last?  Race Relations in the USA, 1918–1968.

12. The Road to War, 1933–1939.

13. In the Shadow of the Bomb:  The Cold War, 1945–1985.
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Marking Scheme for the Extended Response

The extended response is marked out of 20.

The response is designed to permit candidates to:

• identify clearly a suitable issue;

• set the issue in context;

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the issue, its context and related

concepts;

• formulate, develop and sustain a coherent line of argument;

• select, organise and present relevant evidence from a variety of sources, which

substantiates the line of argument;

• reach an appropriate conclusion which shows evidence of analysis.

The following descriptions provide some guidance as to features of responses categorised as

Grades C, B and A respectively.  Clearly, many responses will demonstrate some, though

not necessarily all, of the features listed in any one category:  others will be stronger in one

area than another.  However, these characteristics provide a general indication of aspects to

be looked for in a response meriting an award within a particular marks band.

Grade C: 10–11 marks

A reasonable amount of evidence relevant to the issue will have been selected but the style

may be largely narrative or descriptive.  Some irrelevance is likely.

There will be basic analysis of the issue.

An introduction and conclusion will have been provided, although not particularly well

structured.

Grade B: 12–13 marks

There will be a more substantial body of evidence drawing on a number of different sources.

The amount of irrelevance will be limited.

There will be coherent analysis and argument making use of the evidence researched to

illustrate and develop appropriate points.

There will be an introduction and conclusion—the conclusion will be reasonably well

structured and closely related to the argument.

Grade A: 14–20 marks

The evidence presented will be indicative of research of a variety of sources relevant to the

issue.

The line of argument will be well-developed, clear and coherent throughout the response.

There will be an awareness of different possible interpretations of the issue.  This may be

supported by evaluation of sources for features such as reliability, bias and consistency.

There will be an introduction and a fluent presentation of the conclusion.  The conclusion

will arise in a logical manner from the argument developed.

In marking responses the full range of marks is available to be awarded.  A response worthy

of an award at Band A is not automatically awarded 14 marks, but as high a mark as is

merited.  Full marks are not reserved for the “perfect” answer.  In History there is no such

thing.
























































































































