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Dear Colleague

National Qualifications — Advanced Higher History
The contents of this letter should be passed to the member of staff responsible for History.
I wish to draw to your attention to several measures to support centres delivering Advanced Higher History which have been developed over the past session and are becoming available.
Detailed descriptors of course content
A detailed descriptor for each of the 12 Fields of Study has been placed on the SQA website. These delineate the expected coverage of each Field and thus define the syllabus for the purposes both of learning and teaching and for the Course assessment. In addition, six areas of each Field have been highlighted as the parts of the Field from which sources will be drawn for examination in the Course assessment; these areas are italicised. They are summarised in a box at the start of the descriptor and are detailed again in their natural place within the descriptor. These arrangements will apply to the 2006 Course assessment and thereafter.

The descriptors can be accessed from www.sqa.org.uk then by selecting History in the NQ section and clicking on the link for the Arrangements Documents.

Exemplar answers to source questions

As intimated in the History Update in November 2004, the stems for source questions have been standardised. Exemplar answers based on previous candidate responses to ‘How useful’ items have been placed on SQA’s website. Typically these focus on answers at the C and A pass levels. While late in terms of supporting this year’s cohort in terms of learning and teaching, they should provide useful revision aids for them. Also they will help to inform learning and teaching for the 2006 and later cohorts. As most of these are based on questions from past papers, centres should not use these items in assessments used to generate estimates or support appeals.
The exemplars can be accessed from www.sqa.org.uk then by selecting History in the NQ section and clicking on the link for Exemplars and then Advanced Higher Sources.

Revised list of dissertation titles

A revised list of dissertation titles, based on the experience of this and last year’s diets, will be placed on the website in June. All titles are in the form of questions which encourage analysis and evaluation. Further similar titles may be gleaned from the essays in past papers. There is no need to seek approval for these, for titles on the approved list, or for minor amendments of those on the list or in past papers. 
From June 2005, the dissertation titles can be accessed from www.sqa.org.uk then by selecting History in the NQ section and clicking on the link for Advanced Higher Dissertation List.

Yours faithfully
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Larry Cheyne

Qualifications Manager  
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