SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY

COMPONENT MARKS FOR NATIONAL COURSES 2005

Interpretation of the component mark information

1. Data for each component for each candidate in your centre

The component mark data issued by SQA to all centres in August 2005 is for all candidates in the centre concerned in all National Course subjects, at Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher.

For each component, the following information is provided:

1 - SCN; 2 - candidate forename; 3 - candidate surname; 4 - subject code; 5 - level; 6 - subject name: 7 - component number; 8 - component name; 9 - component mark; 10 - overall award (band); 11 - derived grade indicator (y or n).

Centres may wish to make use of this information in different ways.  The information can be put into an Excel spreadsheet and thereafter centres can sort the data in the order that suits their needs best.

2. National data for each component

Information about the national means and maximum marks for the components is available on the SQA website.  Centres may wish to use the national means to compare the performance of their candidates in each of the components with the mean performance of all candidates presented for that course.  The website also contains the grade boundaries for the courses.  To obtain this data, go to the SQA website (www.sqa.org.uk), select the Statistics section from the 'Choose a section' menu and click on the link to 'Component Marks' under Statistics.

3. Interpretation of marks

The marks provided for each component of an examination are the 'final' marks (ie. any scaling that needs to be carried out - eg. to Int 2 English Close Reading - has been done), which are totalled and used by SQA, just before certification, to calculate the grade to be awarded for the course.

Care needs to be taken in two exceptional situations:

(i) Derived Grade Cases

Where a candidate has received a derived grade for a subject this will be flagged, ie. once the data has been imported into a spreadsheet, derived grade cases will have a 'y' in the last column.  In such cases, the aggregated marks for the externally assessed components will not be in line with the grade boundaries for the award.

(ii) Absentees

When calculating the component marks for a group of candidates in your centre, you should exclude any absentee cases as these will have a '999' entry in the component mark position.
