Professor Lyn Tett Masterclass
Student centred assessment and accreditation in
adult literacies
The masterclass offered by Lyn focused on two research projects
funded by the Scottish Government (Learning Connections) that
investigated tutors’ attitudes and approaches to assessment and
accreditation in adult literacies. It considered some of the advantages
and challenges posed by an approach to assessment and
accreditation based on ‘distance travelled’ by individual learners and
provide examples of innovative practice. Lyn also discussed the role
of accreditation for adults who have ‘spiky profiles’ whereby they can have good
abilities in areas in which they are interested and low abilities in other areas. It
highlighted some of the perceived barriers to accreditation from tutors and from
learners, often based on earlier negative experiences of school, and how these
might be overcome. Finally it was considered how SQA might use experience from
assessment in adult learning to shape thinking on the review of their qualifications
within Curriculum for Excellence.
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