Dundee
Related section of pack:  Geography and History
Aim: 

to familiarise students with Dundee;

to give speaking and reading practice in the context of local culture

Materials: 
A task sheet for each learner: task sheet 1 ‘Your City and My City’& reading passages about: Dundee, The Howff, Desperate Dan, Mini the Minx

ESOL level: 
Access 3 – Intermediate 2

SCQF level: 
3 - 5

Time: 

90 mins

Preparation: 
Photocopies of the task sheet; download photos of the personalities or bring in copies of The Beano and the Dandy
In class:
Follow instructions on task sheet 1

Variation: 
The section on comparing towns could be extended.

The Beano and Dandy can be integrated into a lesson for speaking about reading materials, comics etc; also reading practice
Assessment: 
the task helps prepare learners for the following summative assessments:

Access 3: Personal and Social English Outcomes 1 & 2 (DA9K09)

Intermediate 1: English Language Study Outcomes 1 & 2 (DA9E10) 

Intermediate 2: English Language Study Outcomes 1 & 2 (DA 9E11)

Your City and My City
 (Task Sheet 1)

1.
Think about your town or city – famous buildings, famous people and what people do there.

Discuss this with a partner.  Make some notes on the flipcharts

2.
What do you know about Dundee?
Desperate Dan?  Jute?  Anything?


Find a student who has been here longer than you and check with them

3.
Four handouts:


Read the handout you are given and check your answers with a partner.

Re-group and share the information you have.

Get copies of the other handouts

4.
The next time you are in the centre of Dundee, find the statues opposite City Square.  Who are they?!

Dundee
Dundee is in east Scotland and is Scotland's fourth city. The city is just over 800 years old. It is located on the banks of the River Tay, which flows out into the North Sea. 

Relative to other Scottish cities, Dundee's location is:

· 1hr north of Edinburgh 

· 1.5hr northeast of Glasgow 

· 1.5hr south of Aberdeen 

Historically, it is famous for the three J's. Jute, Jam and Journalism. 

Jute - Boats laden with jute from the Indian sub-continent used to arrive at Dundee. where the jute would be unloaded and processed in the many jute mills around the city. Dundee’s whaling industry was also very important for the jute industry because it was the whale oil which lubricated the machinery for processing jute. Because of the jute factories, Dundee was for a short time the richest city in the UK, and there was a lot of immigrant[Irish] labour. The last textile factory closed down a few  years ago around 2001. A lot of the old jute factory buildings have now been converted into apartments, discos and offices. 

Jam - Dundee is famous for its jam. Mrs Keillor used Spanish oranges to invent marmalade. Also,the farms around Dundee grow berries – strawberries and raspberries, which are used to make jam and are also frozen. 

Journalism - Dundee is home to the famous Dandy and the Beano comics. D C Thomson are the publishers of these and other print titles. 

The people of Dundee, a.k.a. Dundonians, are generally a friendly bunch. The majority of people in Dundee  either work in Education,  Service industries, Computing or are students. The student population is very high. 

Dundee is a city with a village feel. 
Find:

1. 3 facts about the three Js

2. 3 facts about Dundee

The Howff
The Howff, Dundee
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The Howff is the name given to the historic graveyard that lies on the south of Meadowside in Dundee. It occupies the garden of the former Greyfriars monastery, which was founded by Devorgilla Balliol in the 13th Century. The monastery was destroyed in 1548 and the land was gifted to the City of Dundee by Mary, Queen of Scots (1542-87). 

It was the meeting place for the Nine Trades of Dundee until the 18th Century and the signs and symbols of these trades can be seen inscribed on the gravestones. The monuments date from the 16th to the 19th Centuries; the last burial took place in 1857. 

The Howff is the final resting place of James Chalmers (1782 - 1853), inventor of the adhesive postage stamp. 
Task:

1.
Put the following in the correct chronological order


Nine Trades of Dundee
_______

Greyfriars Monastery

_______

James Chalmers

_______

Mary Queen of Scots

_______

2.
Why is James Chalmers famous?

Dandy is King of the Comics


Cow-pie eating Desperate Dan is the Dandy's biggest star. Desperate Dan and his friends will be celebrating with plenty of cow pie this week as the Dandy enters The Guinness Book of Records as the world's longest running comic. 

The superhuman cowboy from Cactusville, is apparently the strongest man in the world. He is able to lift a cow with one hand. Even his beard is so tough he has to shave with a blowtorch. 
The Dandy, which now sells for 70p, first hit the streets on 3 December 1937, six months before its sister comic The Beano. By the 1980s, the Dandy was the world's largest selling comic in the world with a circulation of around 2 million. Now it is down to 150,000, but still has a loyal enough following to outrun the previous longest-running comic, Comic Cuts, which ceased production in 1953 after 3006 issues. 

Harmless fun 

The late Albert Barnes, who edited the Dandy from 1937 to 1980, summed up its philosophy: "There is never any real violence, only the cartoon kind to be found in Tom and Jerry where the victim always springs back unharmed. 

"It gives children a chance to cock a harmless snook at authority, and sublimate their desires to kick against the traces.  Sex, religion and politics are, of course, out altogether." 

Talking about his cowboy creation, Barnes said: "He is the roughest, toughest cowboy   - the strongest man in the world: a man who can chew iron and spit rust. 

Desperate Dan is never happier than when eating his daily diet of cow pie, a species of dish which involves the entire animal, including horns and tail protruding through the pastry. 

Find:

1. Five facts about desperate Dan

2. Five facts about ‘The Dandy’ and its philosophy
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Minnie the Minx is a fictional character from the pages of The Beano who is a world champion "minx". She is a sort of female counterpart to Dennis the Menace, even wearing a similar red-and-black jumper. She is tougher than most most boys; to tell the truth she is tougher than most army marines. Minnie has a cat called Chester, who has a rival called Bonzo the dog from number twelve.

Minnie the Minx was created by Leo Baxendale at the suggestion of Beano editor George Moonie, her first appearance being in issue 596 (Dec 19th 1953). Although an obvious attempt to capitalise upon the success of Dennis the Menace, Minnie has always had charms of her own. Right from the start the strip has made good use of the sheer novelty value of its star being a girl.  Baxendale characterised Minnie not so much as a female Dennis as "an Amazonian warrior" who specialised in beating up boys - often dozens at a time! 

Task:

In your own words, describe Minnie – her appearance and character

