International Vocational Unit Specification
General information for centres
Unit title:

Professional Ethics in Policing

Unit code: F3RG 48
Unit purpose: This Unit is designed to enable candidates to recognise and respond to ethical
dilemmas which they could face in a police environment in a manner which is consistent with ethical
principles and with current standards and regulations.
On completion of the Unit the candidate should be able to:
1
2
3

Recognise ethical dilemmas.
Analyse possible responses to an ethical dilemma in a policing environment.
Evaluate action taken in response to an ethical dilemma in a policing environment.

Credit points and level: 2 HN credits at SCQF level 8: (16 SCQF credit points at SCQF level
8*)
*SCQF credit points are used to allocate credit to qualifications in the Scottish Credit and Qualifications
Framework (SCQF). Each qualification in the Framework is allocated a number of SCQF credit points at an
SCQF level. There are 12 SCQF levels, ranging from Access 1 to Doctorates.

Recommended prior knowledge and skills: Candidates should have a good working
knowledge of general procedures gained through experience of working in a police environment.
They should be aiming towards a promoted police post within the police service. Candidates should
have good communication and analytical skills.
Context for delivery: If this Unit is delivered as part of a Group Award, it is recommended that
it should be taught and assessed within the subject area of the Group Award to which it contributes.
Assessment: This Unit can be assessed holistically by means of a report based on a case study or
case studies. Candidates will be expected to demonstrate that they can recognise ethical dilemmas
which those working in a police environment may face and apply their knowledge and understanding
to select and evaluate a suitable course of action or actions to the dilemmas. The report could be
supplemented by oral questions to ensure all aspects of the Evidence Requirements are fully met.
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International Vocational Unit specification: statement of standards
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
Unit code: F3RG 48
The sections of the Unit stating the Outcomes, knowledge and/or skills, and Evidence Requirements
are mandatory.
Where evidence for Outcomes is assessed on a sample basis, the whole of the content listed in the
knowledge and/or skills section must be taught and available for assessment. Candidates should not
know in advance the items on which they will be assessed and different items should be sampled on
each assessment occasion.

Outcome 1
Recognise ethical dilemmas

Knowledge and/or Skills
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Ethics and morals
Principles of ethics
Theories of ethics
Relationship between justice, law and morality
Types of ethical dilemmas — personal, professional, moral

Outcome 2
Analyse possible responses to an ethical dilemma in a policing environment

Knowledge and/or Skills
♦
♦
♦
♦

Diversity
Ethical decision making
Ethical leaders
Responsibility of managers

Outcome 3
Evaluate action taken in response to an ethical dilemma in a policing environment

Knowledge and/or Skills
♦
♦
♦

Public trust and probity
Police discretion
Police corruption
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International Vocational Unit specification: statement of standards (cont)
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
Evidence Requirements for the Unit
Candidates must provide evidence which draws on Knowledge and Skills items from all three
Outcomes to show that they can:

♦
♦
♦
♦

recognise the existence of an ethical dilemma in a context relevant to those working in a policing
environment
give reasons to explain what an ethical dilemma is and why it may be significant for those
working in a policing environment
analyse an ethical dilemma in a police environment by comparing different ethical approaches
and take account of moral and ethical principles and current police guidance
evaluate a course of action taken in response to an ethical dilemma in a policing environment
with reference to its impact on public trust and probity, its impact on the operations of the police
and the extent to which it is consistent with moral and ethical principles and current police
guidance

Evidence must be provided by responses to questions based on a case study or case studies of routine
and non-routine ethical dilemmas of a type that would be faced by those working in a police
environment. Candidates must obtain a mark of 50%, or more for their responses to the questions.

Assessment Guidelines for the Unit
Assessment for this Unit can be undertaken holistically using a case study assessment. The case
studies can relate to a personal or a vocational scenario which covers routine and non-routine
contexts. They could be presented in video format. It may be possible in some cases for candidates to
make use of material based on actual police experience, including situations in which they have been
directly or indirectly involved.
Candidates can present their evidence in the form of a report in which case it should be about 3,000
words long. It could be completed in their own time or during time allocated for the purpose during an
integrated development session. The report could be supplemented by oral questions to ensure all
aspects of the Evidence Requirements are fully met.
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Administrative Information
Unit code:

F3RG 48

Unit title:

Professional Ethics in Policing

Superclass category:

DE

Original date of publication:

July 2008

Version:

01

History of Changes:
Version

Source:

Description of change

Date

SQA

© Scottish Qualifications Authority 2008
This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part for educational purposes provided that no
profit is derived from reproduction and that, if reproduced in part, the source is acknowledged.
Additional copies of this Unit specification can be purchased from the Scottish Qualifications
Authority. Please contact the Customer Contact Centre for further details, telephone 0845 279 1000.
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International Vocational Unit specification: support notes
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
This part of the Unit specification is offered as guidance. The support notes are not mandatory.
While the exact time allocated to this Unit is at the discretion of the centre, the notional design length
is 80 hours.

Guidance on the content and context for this Unit
The Unit is designed to improve the ability of candidates to respond to the ethical dilemmas which
they could face as first line managers in the police service. It is predominantly an applied Unit and the
focus is on the action that first line managers in a policing environment could take. Ethics is a critical
aspect of police work. Abuses of the trust placed in a police officer can collectively damage the image
of the police service. The Unit enables candidates to recognise ethical dilemmas which arise in a
policing environment and to analyse possible ways of responding to them. It also enables candidates
to evaluate actions taken in response to ethical dilemmas and in this way develop their own good
practice. The ethical dilemmas cover both routine and non-routine contexts.
The following notes give some additional information on each Outcome. Throughout, the Unit should
relate to legislation and practice, current at the time the Unit is delivered.
Outcome 1
Ethics and morals
Principles of ethics: personal; organisational — police organisations, partner organisations;
operational.
Theories of ethics: ethical formalism; utilitarianism; virtue; care; absolute, consequentialist and
pragmatist approaches.
Relationship between justice, law and morality.
Types of ethical dilemmas — personal, professional, moral.
Outcome 2
Diversity: disability; sexual orientation; gender; gender identity or reassignment; marital status;
family status; age; racial group; religion; social class.
Ethical decision making; standards and regulations; professional standards; police misconduct and
efficiency regulations.
Ethical leaders: standardised behaviour and practice; professionalism; honesty; integrity; trust;
respect.
Responsibility of managers: setting standards; providing direction and guidance; being transparent,
open and ethical.
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International Vocational Unit specification: support notes (cont)
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
Outcome 3
This is a wide ranging Outcome which requires candidates to apply the principles and concepts from
the first two Outcomes to evaluating an action taken in response to an ethical dilemma. Ideally, it
should be based on current situations which will be meaningful to candidates.
Current newspaper and magazine articles may also contain useful examples which can be used for this
Outcome.

Guidance on the delivery and assessment of this Unit
This Unit can be delivered on a stand-alone basis or as part of a development programme for police
officers seeking promotion.
Delivery of this Unit will involve ensuring that candidates do acquire the relevant underpinning
knowledge in order that they can apply relevant principles, standards, codes of conduct and other
guidance to the kind of ethical dilemmas they may face as holders of promoted posts within the police
service. In this respect the Unit is ideally suited to distance learning particularly if this includes selfassessment tasks and opportunities for formative assessment. The Unit is about responding to ethical
dilemmas and candidates will also need practice in applying the principles to ethical dilemmas.
Candidates can be given short case studies or examples to help them to recognise ethical dilemmas
and to decide on suitable actions in response to them. These case studies could form the basis of
assignments which could act as formative assessments. Candidates could also make use of their own
experience and consider ethical dilemmas which they have faced or of which they are aware. These,
too, could form the basis of formative assessment. Candidates could, for example, write a brief report
on an ethical dilemma known to them. The report could include possible ways by which action taken
could be justified and an evaluation of the action.
This type of approach should help to prepare candidates for the final summative assessment for which
they will be required to respond to a case study or case studies. In particular, the formative assessment
referred to above is likely to assist candidates to develop the skills and ability to consider and evaluate
action taken in response to ethical problems.
Delivery and assessment of this Unit should take account of the fact that it covers areas which can be
difficult and challenging for candidates, who may be forced to confront fundamental attitudes and
beliefs. The subject matter is politically and socially sensitive as well as susceptible to change which,
at times, can be rapid. Candidates will need to be aware that the consequences of actions may be farreaching and not always readily predictable.
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International Vocational Unit specification: support notes (cont)
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
Open learning
This Unit is particularly suitable for Open Learning as candidates should be able to acquire the
relevant knowledge by working through the distance learning material which will be available for this
Unit. Appropriate arrangements would need to be made for assessment and quality assurance.

Candidates with disabilities and/or additional support needs
The additional support needs of individual candidates should be taken into account when planning
learning experiences, selecting assessment instruments, or considering alternative Outcomes for Units.
Further advice can be found in the SQA document Guidance on Assessment Arrangements for
Candidates with Disabilities and/or Additional Support Needs (www.sqa.org.uk).
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General information for candidates
Unit title: Professional Ethics in Policing
The Unit enables you to consider how you should respond to ethical dilemmas of the type that you
could face in promoted posts in the police service. It aims to enable you to recognise ethical
dilemmas, to analyse possible responses to them and the consequences of these responses. You will
also be expected to evaluate courses of action taken in responses to ethical dilemmas. The Unit gives
the underpinning knowledge of ethical and moral principles as well as relevant police standards and
other guidelines and you will have to apply this knowledge to the resolution of ethical dilemmas.
Acting in a professionally ethical manner is a crucial part of the work of members of the police
service. This Unit will help you to deal with dilemmas which can be difficult and where actions taken
can have repercussions for the work of the police service as a whole. However, the successful
resolution of these dilemmas is vital to successful and effective police work. First line managers can
make a significant contribution to this and have a responsibility to ensure that others behave in an
ethical manner.
You will be given support material to help you work on this Unit on your own. It will give you the
background knowledge and understanding that you need but will also involve you in reviewing your
own experience and looking at case studies of ethical dilemmas. This will help you to develop the
skills of decision making and evaluation which you will need for the assessment.
The assessment for the Unit is based on case study material which will cover routine and non- routine
policing contexts. You will be given questions on the material and asked to provide a report which
tests your ability to recognise and analyse ethical dilemmas and to evaluate actions taken in response
to them. Your report should be about 3,000 words long and you will be expected to achieve a mark of
50%, or more.
You will have succeeded in meeting all the requirements of this Unit if you pass this assessment.

IVA Unit (F3RG 48): Professional Ethics in Policing

8

