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Course Assessment Specification    
Intermediate 1 Graphic Communication 
   
The purpose of this document is to provide: 
 

♦ Details of the structure of the Course Assessment for this Course 
♦ Guidance to Centres on how to use information gathered from the Question Paper and 

the Graphic Presentation Folio to estimate candidate performance.  
 
Part 1 
 
This part of the Course Assessment Specification details the structure of the Course 
Assessment for this Course. 
 
The Course Assessment consists of two components as follows: 
 
 

Component Time Allocation Mark Allocation 
Question Paper 2 hours  70 

Graphic Presentation 
Folio 

Completed During Course 30 

 
 
The Question Paper  
 

♦ The Question Paper has a mark allocation of 70 marks. 
♦ The Question Paper has a time allocation of 2 hours. 
♦ The Question Paper contains short response questions on British Standards, 

computer terminology, colour theory and the advantages of computer graphics.  
♦ The Question Paper contains questions on manual drawing which test application 

of pictorial and orthographic projections. 
♦ The ratio of marks allocated to Knowledge and Drawing questions is 

approximately 15:55. 
 

More information on the Question Paper can be found in the Course Arrangements 
document. 
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 The Graphic Presentation Folio 
 
♦ The Graphic Presentation Folio has a mark allocation of 30 marks. 
♦ Items for the folio are produced throughout the duration of the Course. 
♦ Candidates can select their best Unit work suitably enhanced.  Or create additional 

items for inclusion in the Graphic Presentation Folio. 
♦ The folio must contain: 

o one presentation example of manual rendering (mono or colour) 
o one CAD orthographic drawing of an everyday object 
o one CAD pictorial drawing of an everyday object 
o one single page illustration and presentation graphic produced using an illustration 

and presentation package 
o one single page DTP layout containing text and graphics. 

♦ The folio is marked internally, using the Guidance to Assessment document which is 
produced by the SQA, and subject to external verification. 

 
More information on the Graphic Presentation Folio can be found in the Course 
Arrangements document and the Guidance to Assessment document. 
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Part 2 
 
This part of the Course Assessment Specification provides guidance on how to use 
assessment information gathered from a preliminary Question Paper and the Graphic 
Presentation Folio to estimate candidate performance. 
 
 

Component Mark Range 
Question Paper 0-70 

Graphic Presentation 
Folio 

0-30 

Total Marks 100 
 
 
The mark range for each component takes account of the weighting of each component. 

 
In National Qualifications cut-off scores should be set at approximately 70% for Grade A and 
50% for Grade C with Grade B falling midway. 
 
For a total mark range of 0-100, the following gives an indication of the cut-off scores based 
on the candidate’s total score. 
 
  

Grade Band Mark Range 
A 1 85-100 
A 2 70-84 
B 3 65-69 
B 4 60-64 
C 5 55-59 
C 6 50-54 
D 7 45-49 

NA 8 40-44 
NA 9 0-39 

 
These cut-off scores may be lowered if the Question Paper component turns out to be more 
demanding or raised if less demanding. 
 
Worked example 
 

♦ In a centre’s own prelim, a candidate scores 40/70, and the candidate scores 21/30 
in the Graphic Presentation Folio 

♦ The two marks are added together, giving a total of 61/100 
♦ The centre’s view is that the prelim is slightly less demanding than the SQA 

examination 
♦ Using the mark range, a realistic estimate may be band 5 rather than band 4.  
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