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Dear Colleague
National Qualifications update — Construction
The contents of this letter should be passed to members of staff responsible for
NQ Construction.
General issues
Consultation on the next generation of National Qualifications
As colleagues will know the Scottish Government consultation on the next
generation of National Qualifications ended on 31 October 2008. Responses are
being analysed by Ipsos MORI. It is anticipated that the Government’s formal
response will be published in the spring of 2009. SQA is currently establishing a
new ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ Qualifications Development Team to lead the
development of new and revised qualifications emerging from the consultation.
Action research projects
Following the success of last year’s projects and their showcase at the Scottish
Learning Festival in September, we are delighted to announce that six new
projects have recently been commissioned. The six — at Bathgate Academy,
Brannock Academy, Cumnock Academy, Kersland School, North Lanarkshire
Council and St Roch’s Secondary — involve participant led exploration of
assessment, attainment and achievement through existing SQA qualifications with
a view to informing innovation and change within Curriculum for Excellence.
Projects include developments in online assessment; Supply Chain Management
and Core Skills; vocational approaches to modern languages; and personal
development.
For further detail on any of this work please contact John Allan, Policy and New
Products team (e-mail: john.allan@sqa.org.uk).

Appointees
Our work is an extremely important and highly valued part of the education
system in Scotland and we would like to express our gratitude, and extend our
thanks to all appointees who have helped us by undertaking duties this year.
We always welcome applications from those that have not been involved before.
Many people undertake a role to further their own understanding of the
examination process, and as part of their Continuous Professional Development. If
you are interested in becoming involved in any capacity with Construction
National Qualifications, and have three years experience of teaching, please
contact us using the details below.
Diet 2008
The following information is now available on SQA’s website (www.sqa.org.uk).
Marking instructions
All marking instructions are now on SQA’s website and can be accessed at
www.sqa.org.uk > NQ > Construction (from drop-down menu) > Marking
Instructions.
External Assessment reports (formerly known as the Principal Assessor report)
The External Assessment reports are now on SQA’s website (www.sqa.org.uk).
These can be found at: www.sqa.org.uk > NQ > Construction (from drop-down
menu) > External Assessment Reports. These reports contain information
relevant to the 2008 diet — please remember, the grades/cut-off scores can be
used when estimating for the 2009 examinations.
Internal Assessment reports (formerly known as the Senior Verifier report)
Verification plays an important part in our yearly procedures and is in place to
ensure that teachers/lecturers are maintaining standards. This year’s reports can
now be viewed on SQA’s website at www.sqa.org.uk > NQ > Construction (from
drop-down menu) > Internal Assessment Reports.
Verification dates for session 2008/09
Please remember that you will only be notified if you are selected for verification.
The relevant dates are:
Visiting Verification
Construction Craft Skills

October 2008 onwards

Should you require any further information regarding the content of this letter, or
any other matter relating to Construction at NQ level, Roz or myself can be
contacted using the details listed below:
Graeme Findlay — Qualifications Manager, NQ Construction
0845 213 5492 or graeme.findlay@sqa.org.uk
Roz Walker — Qualifications Officer, NQ Construction
0845 213 5489 or rosslynn.walker@sqa.org.uk
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We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the festive
season.
Yours faithfully,

Graeme Findlay
Qualifications Manager
NQ Construction
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