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Dear Colleague

NQ Review - Product Design (formerly Craft and Design)

Please pass a copy of this letter to the members of staff responsible for Craft and Design Courses at Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher.

Your SQA Co-ordinator will have received a letter outlining arrangements for the implementation in session 2004/5 of National Courses in the seven subject areas which have undergone major review.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for your contribution to the consultation and subsequent revisions to Courses in Craft and Design.

The purpose of this letter is to give you more detailed information about the changes and key SQA publications which support the changes in Craft and Design Courses.

Firstly we would like to advise you that from next year, session 2004/2005, all National Qualifications in Craft and Design will be renamed Product Design and will undergo changes outlined below.  The Advanced Higher will change in name only.

The current Standard Grade in Craft and Design is not affected by the name change and will remain the same in terms of content, structure and assessment as outlined in the Arrangements document.

Key Publications for Intermediate 2 and Higher Product Design Courses  

· Course Arrangements

· Course Assessment Specifications

· Specimen Question Papers and Marking Instructions

· National Assessment Bank items

· Design Assignment Guidance 

· Specimens and Exemplars in support of the above

The above will be available on the SQA website from April 2004.

Key Changes

· The number of Units has been reduced from two x 20 hour and two x 40 hour Units to three x  40 hour Units.

· The content of the new Product Design Courses basically remains the same with only a few small changes and some updating.
· The lengths of the examination and marks available for Intermediate 2 and Higher have both been reduced.  

· Design Assignment tasks for Intermediate 2 and Higher will now be set by SQA and issued to centres in January for submission in April.

· The volume of Unit assessment has been reduced.  Folios of work will be required for the first two Units and tests will be used to assess the final Unit.

· The Advanced Higher has been renamed Product Design and there has been no other change to this Course.  

Intermediate 2 Product Design – Units and Outcomes

Product Design:  Design Analysis (Intermediate 2)   1 Credit (40 hours)  
1.
Evaluate the design of a commercial product.

2.
Establish a design specification from a given brief.
Product Design:  Developing Design Proposals (Intermediate 2)   1 Credit (40 hours)  
1.
Produce a design proposal.

2.
Use graphic techniques during the production of a design proposal.

3.
Use modelling techniques during the production of a design proposal.

Product Design:  Manufacturing Products (Intermediate 2)     1 Credit (40 hours)  
1. 
Explain why particular processes are used for the manufacture of commercial products.

2.
Explain why particular processes are used for the manufacture of commercial products.
3.
Complete an orthographic drawing suitable for use in the manufacture of a given product.  

  
The Course assessment of the Intermediate 2 Product Design Course will consist of two equally weighted Components:

· Question Paper

(1½ hours)
50 marks

· Design Assignment



50 marks

Higher Product Design – Units and Outcomes

Product Design:  Design Analysis (Higher) 1 Credit (40 hours)  
1.
Evaluate the design of a commercial product.
2.
Establish a design specification from a brief.
Product Design:  Developing Design Proposals (Higher)   1 Credit (40 hours)  
1. Produce a design proposal.

2.
Use graphic techniques during the production of a design proposal.

3.
Use modelling techniques during the production of design proposal.

Product Design:  Manufacturing Products (Higher)   1 Credit (40 hours)  
1.
Explain why particular materials are used for the manufacture of commercial products.

2.
Explain why particular processes and systems are used for the manufacture of commercial products.

3.
Produce a manual orthographic drawing suitable for use in the manufacture of a given product.

The Course assessment of the Higher Product Design Course will consist of two equally weighted Components:

· Question Paper

(2 hours)
70 marks

· Design Assignment



70 marks

Update on launch events

· Launch events for revised Courses in Product Design will take place 

             on the following dates:


18 May - Glasgow


25 May - Clyde Coast


26 May - West Central


27 May - Perth


28 May - Aberdeen


31 May - Edinburgh

· You should have received details and an invitation to send one representative from your centre to one of these events. If you have not, please contact SQA’s Customer  Contact Centre on 0141-242-2214. 

· LTS and SFEU will be represented at the launch events to brief you on support materials available to assist in the implementation of revised Courses.

Finally, I look forward to meeting you or your representative at the launch events.  In the meantime, if you have need of any further information on the implementation of revised Courses in Product Design please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours faithfully
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Grant Woollard

Qualifications Officer: Business and Technology
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