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Dear Colleague

NQ Review -  Update on implementation of revised  Courses in Geography

Please pass a copy of this letter to the member of staff responsible for Geography.

Your SQA Co-ordinator will have received a letter outlining arrangements for the implementation in session 2004/5 of National Courses in subject areas which have undergone major review.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for your contribution to the consultation and subsequent revisions to Courses in Geography.

The purpose of this letter is to give you more detailed information about the changes and key SQA publications which support the changes in Geography Courses.

Key Publications   (available on SQA’s website from April 2004)

· Course Arrangements

· Course Assessment Specifications

· Specimen Question Papers and Marking Instructions

· National Assessment Bank items

Changes to Course Structure:

Progression routes between Intermediate 1, 2 and Higher have been improved and made more obvious by introducing the same Unit titles at each of these levels.  These are Physical Environments, Human Environments and Environmental Interactions.  There has been no change to Unit titles at Advanced Higher level.

Changes to Content:

Content at Intermediate 2 has been significantly reorganised to provide better articulation with Higher level.  All changes at Intermediate 2 are mirrored at Intermediate 1.  The pattern of choice within Units which previously existed at Intermediate level  has been revised.  In the Physical and Human Environments Units all the content is now mandatory and this is more closely aligned to many of the sub-topics at Higher level.  The Environmental Interactions Unit now consists of five topics of which candidates study two.  Some of these are very similar to Higher “applications”.  There is free choice about which topics are taught.

At Higher level the one major change to content is the replacement of “scarp and vale” by “coasts”.   There are other, but far less significant, content changes.  These mainly involve some reduction in content.

At Advanced Higher the number of Geographical Methods and Techniques is slightly reduced.  Otherwise content is unaltered.

Changes to Course Assessment:

At Intermediate 1, 2 and at Higher the external exam has been revised. The structure at Intermediate 1 and 2 is the same, marks allocation are different. For each level candidates will answer 4 questions.   

Intermediate 1
1x20 marks  on Physical Environments
1 x 20 marks on Human Environments
Select 2 from 5 x 10 marks on Environmental Interactions
Total marks 60

Time: 1hr. 15 minutes

Intermediate 2
1x25 marks  on Physical Environments
1 x 25 marks on Human Environments
Select 2 from 5 x 15 marks on Environmental Interactions
Total marks 80

Time : 2 hrs. 

At Higher level the external exam continues to consist of 2x50 mark papers.  Paper 1 assesses the old “Core” topics but candidates will have some choice, meaning they will only answer six out of eight questions.  This choice will rotate annually in a random manner.  Paper 2 is unaltered.  

At Advanced Higher there are important changes to the Course Assessment.

The exam will be worth 50 marks instead of 40.  Its structure and time will be unaltered.

The Geographical Study is unaltered in format.  Only one Geographical Issues essay will have to be written.  The Study and the Issues Essay will be submitted on the same date. The weighting of the different components of the assessment changes to 30 : 70 (40 for Study / 30 for Essay) from 20:40:40.  

Changes to Unit assessment:

All cut-off scores at Intermediate and Higher levels will be 50%.

At Intermediate level NABs are out of 20 for Intermediate 1 and 25 for Intermediate 2.  Physical and Human Environments are assessed by one assessment which samples the whole Unit, the Environmental Interactions Unit assessment is also out of 20 / 25 but assesses ONE Interaction only.  

Unit assessment at Higher level is unchanged.

The current assessments used at Advanced Higher for the Geographical Study and the Geographical Issues will be replaced by two structured assessments conducted under controlled conditions.  It is intended that these help contribute to the candidates’ learning as well as provide information about Unit achievement.  For the Study candidates will write an Interim Report about an aspect of their Study.  Geographical Issues will be assessed by a “mini” critical evaluation exercise using resources provided for candidates.  The remaining Unit (Geographical Methods and Techniques) is assessed in the same way as at present.

Update on launch events

· Launch events for revised Courses in Geography will take place 

             on the following dates:

              
5  May
- Aberdeen




6  May -  East 



7  May -  West Central



10 May - Glasgow



11 May - Perth



12 May – Clyde Coast

· You should have received details and an invitation to send one representative from your centre to one of these events.  If you have not, please contact SQA’s Customer Contact Centre on 0141-242-2214.

· LTS and SFEU will be represented at the launch events to brief you on support materials available to assist in the implementation of revised Courses.

Finally, I look forward to meeting you or your representative at the launch events.  In the meantime, if you have need any further information on the implementation of revised Courses in Geography, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours faithfully
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  Keith Wright

  Qualification Manager - Geography
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