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Dear Colleague

NQ Review - Update on implementation of revised Courses in Media Studies

Please pass a copy of this letter to the member of staff responsible for Media Studies.

Your SQA Co-ordinator will have received a letter outlining arrangements for the implementation in session 2004/5 of National Courses in subject areas which have undergone major review.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for your contribution to the consultation and subsequent revisions to Courses in Media Studies.

The purpose of this letter is to give you more detailed information about the changes and key SQA publications which support the changes in Media Studies Courses.

Key Publications   (available on SQA’s website from April 2004)

· Course Arrangements

· Course Assessment Specifications

· Specimen Question Papers and Marking Instructions

· National Assessment Bank items

Changes to Course  structure.

· At all levels, Intermediate 1, 2 and Higher, the structure has been simplified and is identical at each level. There are three 40 hour Units in each Course:


           
Media Analysis: Fiction


 
Media Analysis: Non-Fiction 


 
Media Production 

· There is currently no change to the Course at Advanced Higher.

Changes to Course content

· The requirements to cover all key aspects and categories remain unchanged.

· The Course content is basically unchanged, with centres having flexibility in the media chosen for study. Both fiction and non-fiction texts have to be studied at each level.
Changes to Course assessment

· Candidates at each level will submit an Unseen Analysis in April of the presentation year for external marking. This will be set in centres according to principles and advice from SQA. This reflects the current practice at Higher. The Unseen Analysis will be marked out of a total of  20 marks.

· The requirements to cover all key aspects and categories remain unchanged. The external Question Paper will sample content in offering a choice of questions on Media Analysis and Production. At each level, candidates will answer two questions worth 40 marks each.

Changes to Unit Assessment

New NAB materials for Intermediate 1, 2 and Higher will be placed on the secure website at SQA. These cover the Units and have exemplar materials integrated within.  Key changes are: 

· The number of productions required for Unit assessment at Higher has been reduced from two to one.

· New assessment arrangements at Intermediate 1 and 2 and Higher in the Media Analysis Units reduce the burden of assessment by several hours.

      A single holistic test lasting no more than one hour for each Unit is introduced at each level.

· At Intermediate 1 the time spent on the production assessment will be significantly reduced.  

Update on launch events

· Launch events for revised Courses in Media Studies will take place 

             on the following dates:

              
20 May - Scottish Further Education Unit, Stirling



25 May - Thistle Hotel, Glasgow



28 May - Murrayfield, Edinburgh

· You should have received details and an invitation to send one representative from your centre to one of these events.  If you have not, please contact SQA’s Customer Contact Centre on 0141-242-2214.

· LTS and SFEU will be represented at the launch events to brief you on support materials available to assist in the implementation of revised Courses.

Finally, I look forward to meeting you or your representative at the launch events.  In the meantime, if you have need any further information on the implementation of revised Courses in Media Studies, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours faithfully


  Alan Wilson

  Qualification Manager – Media Studies
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