09 March 2004

To:
SQA Co-ordinator

Action by Recipient


Response required

(
Note and pass on


None – update/information only

Contact Name – John Anton at Dalkeith 
Direct Line – 0131 561 6857 
E-mail – john.anton@sqa.org.uk USERADDRESS   \* MERGEFORMAT  

Dear Colleague

NQ Review -  Update on implementation of revised  Courses in Physical Education

Please pass a copy of this letter to the member of staff responsible for Physical Education. 

Your SQA Co-ordinator will have received a letter outlining arrangements for the implementation in session 2004/5 of National Courses in subject areas which have undergone major review.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for your contribution to the consultation and subsequent revisions to Courses in Physical Education.

The purpose of this letter is to give you more detailed information about the changes and key SQA publications which support the changes in Physical Education Courses.

Key Publications   (available on SQA’s website from April 2004)

· Course Arrangements

· Course Assessment Specifications

· Specimen Question Papers and Marking Instructions

· National Assessment Bank items

Key changes
· Changes to structure

1)
The revised Course consists of two mandatory 60 hour units at all levels (Intermediate 1 to Higher):

Physical Education:  Performance

Physical Education:  Analysis and Development of Performance

2)
Intermediate 1 has been aligned with Intermediate 2 and Higher

3)
The Advanced Higher Course remains unchanged

· Changes to content

1) Minimal change to content, with no change to the Areas of Analysis

2) The Analysis and Development of Performance Unit consists of four Outcomes covering investigation, analysis, monitoring and reviewing performance

3) Some key concepts have been rewritten to better represent the content required for teaching and learning, giving clear guidelines for staff and candidates

4) Key features have been reviewed and rewritten to reflect present teaching, thereby reducing the change to content for the new Course structure

· Changes to Course assessment

      1) Components for Course assessment reduced from three to two: in revised Course,

          the Performance mark and the Question Paper mark will contribute to Course Grade

      2) The Question Paper has been revised to reflect the new Unit structure

      3) New marking scales for Performance have been developed

      4) Weightings have been revised

· Changes to Unit assessment

1) New Performance Unit Specification for Intermediate 1-minimum of one activity assessed 

2) Performance Units at Higher and Intermediate 2 revised for clarity-minimum of one activity assessed

3) Performance NAB (Intermediate 1- Advanced Higher) revised for clarity

4) New NABs for Analysis and Development of Performance Unit 

      (Intermediate 1- Higher) - open-book, written assignment

5) Unit assessment significantly reduced due to removal of Investigation Unit

Update on launch events

· Launch events for revised Courses in Physical Education will take place 

             on:

 

13 May - Glasgow



17 May - Perth



18 May - Aberdeen



19 May - Edinburgh



20 May - West Central



21 May - Clyde Coast

· You should have received details and an invitation to send one representative from your centre to one of these events.  If you have not, please contact SQA’s Customer Contact Centre on 0141-242-2214.

· LTS and SFEU will be represented at the launch events to brief you on support materials available to assist in the implementation of revised Courses.

Finally, I look forward to meeting you or your representative at the launch events.  In the meantime, if you have need any further information on the implementation of revised Courses in Physical Education, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours faithfully
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  John Anton

  Qualifications Manager – Physical Education

NQ Creative & Aesthetic Team
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