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To:
SQA Co-ordinator  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Contact Name – Greg Storey at Glasgow
  
Direct Line – 0141 242 2331

email – greg.storey@sqa.org.uk  
Dear Colleague  
National Qualifications – Update

Geography
Please bring the enclosed document to the attention of the teacher/lecturer responsible for Geography.

Yours sincerely
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John McDonald 

Qualifications Manager
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National Qualifications – Update

Geography

Following the Review of National Qualifications, several recommendations were made regarding the content and structure of National Courses in Geography (see the NQ Review Phase 1 letter, first issued in December 2001, which is also available on our website at www.sqa.org.uk). As was outlined in the Update Letter of 10th January this year, some changes have already been made to start the process of implementing these recommendations. 

The purpose of this letter is to update all centres on the steps that have been taken to date, the implications for the delivery of Geography Courses, and any further changes that can be expected to take place in future. 

Below is a list of the recommendation headings, and the details of action taken to date on each:

1. Time allocation and distribution of marks between Paper 1 and Paper 2 of external assessment at Higher
All centres should now be aware that, as of the 2002 examinations, the Higher Question Papers' timing and mark allocation are broken down as follows:

Paper 1 (Core)

50 marks
1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2 (Applications)
50 marks
1 hour 15 minutes
2. Misinterpretation of rubric in Question Papers at Intermediate 1 and 2

This recommendation has been forwarded to the Setting Team and steps have been taken to improve the layout of future Question Papers.

3. Penalties for going over word count at Advanced Higher

As you are aware, the Update Letter of January this year gave extensive advice on the matter of word and page counts at Advanced Higher. 

Since then, a study has been carried out into the comparability of Geography, History and Modern Studies at this level. 

One aim of this study was to ensure that the same degree of penalty was being applied across the social subjects, to ensure that no candidates were being treated unfairly in relation to others. 

We have therefore agreed upon a new, greatly simplified system of penalties for excessive length which will be applied equally across the social subjects from session 2002/2003 onwards:

· A flat penalty of 10% of the marks available will be deducted once the word/page limit has been exceeded.

· The word limit applies to the body of the text, and does not include titles, headings, bibliography, diagrams, maps, tables of figures, charts or footnotes.

· The page limit applies to all pages submitted as part of the work, and will therefore include any cover/title page, bibliography, appendices, maps, etc. as well as the body of the text.

· The word/page count itself remains unchanged for Advanced Higher Geography – ie. up to 3,000 words/25 sides of A4 for the Geographical Study, and up to 1,500 words/8 sides of A4 for each of the Geographical Issues.

4. Number and length of internal assessments at Higher

Centres are reminded that there will be a reduction in the number of internal assessments at Higher from session 2002/2003 onwards. There will now be one assessment for each of the three units, and each assessment should last no longer than 45 minutes. 

At the time of writing the new NAB packs in the process of being finalised. The first of these NABs are expected to be in centres by July, with re-assessment NABs to be distributed in the Autumn.

Applications (D239 12)

In the Applications unit candidates will now be required to answer questions on one application (not three as was previously the case) worth a total of 25 marks. The cut-off score for successfully completing the assessment will be 12.5 marks. 

Please note that candidates taking the Geography Higher Course will still be externally assessed on two applications in Paper 2, and so will still need to study at least two in order to pass the Higher.

Human Core (D3VE 12) and Physical Core (D3VF 12)

In each of the two Core units (D3VE 12 and D3VF 12) there will be a single holistic assessment which will cover two sub-sections plus an element of Geographical Methods and Techniques. Please note that centres will be able to select any two of the four sub-sections (Human or Physical, as appropriate) for this assessment and will also have a choice of one of two GMT questions. 

Each assessment will be worth 25 marks in total (10 marks for each of the two sub-sections and a further 5 for GMT). The cut-off score for successfully completing the assessment will be 12.5 marks. It will not be necessary for candidates to achieve particular scores in the individual components.

Centres should note that, as per our previous correspondence on this matter, candidates should be entered for the Core units D3VE 12 and D3VF 12 in Higher Geography, and not the previous double-credit Core unit (D238 12).

5. Relationship between Intermediate 2 and Higher

SQA intends to set up a short-life working group to look at the above relationship, in terms of course content, assessment and progression. It is envisaged that this group will report its findings to SQA by the end of 2002. We will then write to centres, outlining any appropriate action to be taken.
6. Assessment Rationale at Advanced Higher

During the coming session we will investigate the assessment rationale at Advanced Higher and its comparability with other social subjects. 
7. Review the Structure of Higher Geography

Again over the coming session we will carry out this review, which will, amongst other things, give consideration to the study of more than one application; take into account decisions taken about the assessment arrangements in the other social subjects; and consider how best to ensure articulation between the courses at Intermediate 2 and Higher (see point 5 above). 

Please note that, due to the ongoing nature of the review process, all of the above arrangements may be subject to change in future. We will keep centres updated as and when any new information on future changes becomes available.

While it is no longer normal SQA practice to issue updated Arrangements documents in hard copy, in order to assist you in implementing these changes I have arranged for new paper copies of the Arrangements to be sent to you separately. For future reference, the most up-to-date versions of these documents are available through our website (www.sqa.org.uk).

Any new NAB materials will also follow over the summer break. The full NQ Review report is also available on our website.

Yours sincerely
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John McDonald

Qualifications Manager  
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