
Hairdressing and Beauty Services

1. career options
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Other career areas related to Hairdressing and Beauty Services include:

5. Communication and Media 

16. Performing Arts

17. Retail and Distribution 

Hairdressing 
and Beauty Services
Is about providing a service
to people in order to improve
their personal appearance
and well-being.

Beauty Services
Is about the diagnosis and treatment of face and
body conditions using a range of manual techniques
and electrotherapy.

For more 

information

go to page 2

Hairdressing
Is about the analysis of hair and scalp, hair design
and treatment application.

For more 

information

go to page 6
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Beauty 
Services

Senior Beauty Therapist/Spa Manager
Is someone who manages other therapists and may
manage the beauty spa (facility).

Aromatherapist
Is someone who carries out therapeutic massage
using aromatic essential oils.

Electrolysist
Is someone who carries out specialist treatment 
to remove superfluous hair permanently from face
and body.

Beauty Therapist
Is someone who diagnoses and treats face and body
conditions.

Nail Technician
Is someone who carries out manicure treatment 
and nail extension work.

Beauty Consultant
Is a sales assistant for cosmetic houses.

Beauty Services

2. jobs and careers

Beauty Therapists are employed in salons, health farms, cruise liners and the TV and film industry. They may
also work on a freelance basis and be salon owners or trainers.
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Beauty Services

4. qualifications

HND
Beauty Therapy
Complementary Therapies
Make Up Artistry

HNC
Beauty Therapy
Complementary Therapies

PDA
Adv Certificate
Aromatherapy
Massage

SGA
Higher
Hairdressing and Beauty Services: Beauty
Int 2
Hairdressing and Beauty Services

National course
Higher
Beauty: Beauty Care
Beauty: Principles of Facial Care
Salon Business Environment
Int 2
Salon Service Skills

SVQ 3
Aromatherapy Massage
Beauty Therapy
Epilation

SVQ 2
Beauty Therapy

SVQ 1
Beauty Therapy



Beauty Services

5. notes on entry to jobs and careers

Entry Routes

� School leavers — may enter some areas of employment straight from school or after appropriate FE courses.

� Adult entry — there is no upper age limit for this work. Opportunities for mature entrants are good 
as maturity is an advantage in beauty work. Many take part-time college courses.

SVQ access

SVQs in Beauty Therapy are mainly work-based.

Entry requirements

� Some jobs require no formal qualifications for entry.

� NC/SVQ programmes usually require no formal qualifications, although some ask for Standard Grades
(English and Biology preferred).

� HND courses usually require an appropriate SGA or two Highers (English and Human Biology preferred) 
and two Standard Grades, including a Science.

Note — entry requirements vary between institutions. Check prospectuses before applying.
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Trichologist
Is someone who diagnoses and treats abnormal hair
conditions; usually works in specialist clinic.

Hairdressing 

Stylist
Is someone who performs all hairdressing treatments.

Trainee Hairdresser
Is someone who is training in a salon and/or FE 
college.

Senior Stylist/Manager
Is someone who is usually in charge of other stylists
or an area of the salon or may specialise in an area
of treatment, eg cutting.
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Hairdressing

2. jobs and careers



11. HAIRDRESSING AND BEAUTY SERVICES
7

Ty
p

e 
o

f 
jo

b

H
ai

rd
re

ss
in

g

3:
 q

u
al

if
ic

at
io

n
s 

an
d

 j
o

b
s

W
o

rk
b

as
ed

 A
w

ar
d

SV
Q

 3
H

ai
rd

re
ss

in
g 

SV
Q

 2
H

ai
rd

re
ss

in
g 

SV
Q

 1
H

ai
rd

re
ss

in
g 

T
ri

ch
ol

og
is

t

O
w

ne
r/

M
an

ag
er

Se
ni

or
 S

ty
lis

t

St
yl

is
t

T
ra

in
ee

 H
ai

rd
re

ss
er

 

T
hi

s 
di

ag
ra

m
 o

ut
lin

es
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

qu
al

if
ic

at
io

ns
 in

 th
e 

H
ai

rd
re

ss
in

g 
ar

ea
. A

fu
ll 

lis
t o

f 
al

l S
Q

A
qu

al
if

ic
at

io
ns

 is
 o

n 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

pa
ge

s.
 P

eo
pl

e 
ca

n 
pr

og
re

ss
 v

er
tic

al
ly

 f
ro

m
on

e 
qu

al
if

ic
at

io
n 

to
 a

no
th

er
, e

g 
fr

om
 a

 C
ou

rs
e 

at
 I

nt
 1

 to
 a

 C
ou

rs
e 

at
 I

nt
 2

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n 

pe
op

le
 c

an
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

di
ag

on
al

ly
 f

ro
m

 o
ne

 le
ve

l o
f 

St
an

da
rd

 G
ra

de
 to

 a
 h

ig
he

r 
le

ve
l o

f
C

ou
rs

e 
or

 S
co

tti
sh

 G
ro

up
 A

w
ar

d 
(S

G
A

),
 e

g 
fr

om
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

G
ra

de
 a

t G
en

er
al

 le
ve

l t
o 

C
ou

rs
es

 o
r 

SG
A

s 
at

 I
nt

 2
 le

ve
l.

In
 th

is
 d

ia
gr

am
, S

V
Q

s 
an

d 
PD

A
s 

in
 th

e 
V

oc
at

io
na

l s
ec

to
r 

ar
e 

pl
ac

ed
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 c

ur
re

nt
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

an
d 

us
ag

e 
in

 il
lu

st
ra

tin
g 

th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 a
nd

 p
at

hw
ay

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
qu

al
if

ic
at

io
ns

,
jo

bs
 a

nd
 c

ar
ee

rs
.

S
ch

o
o

l, 
F

u
rt

h
er

 a
n

d
 H

ig
h

er
 E

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 Q
u

al
if

ic
at

io
n

 a
w

ar
d

s

St
an

da
rd

G
ra

de
s

C
re

di
t

G
en

er
al

Fo
un

da
tio

n

C
lu

st
er

s 
at

 A
cc

 3

C
lu

st
er

s 
at

 A
cc

 2

C
ou

rs
es

 a
t 

In
t 1

 L
ev

el

C
ou

rs
es

 a
t 

In
t 2

 L
ev

el

C
ou

rs
es

 a
t H

ig
he

r 
L

ev
el

C
ou

rs
es

 a
nd

 S
G

A
s 

at
A

dv
an

ce
d 

H
ig

he
r 

L
ev

el

H
N

C
H

ai
rd

re
ss

in
g 

an
d 

Sa
lo

n 
O

rg
an

is
at

io
n

H
N

D
 

T
ri

ch
ol

og
y

Sc
ho

ol
 a

nd
 

C
ol

le
ge

 P
ro

gr
am

m
es

 
of

 N
at

io
na

l U
ni

ts

SG
A

at
 H

ig
he

r 
L

ev
el

H
ai

rd
re

ss
in

g 
an

d 
B

ea
ut

y
Se

rv
ic

es
 : 

H
ai

rd
re

ss
in

g

SG
A

at
 I

nt
 2

 L
ev

el
H

ai
rd

re
ss

in
g 

an
d 

B
ea

ut
y 

Se
rv

ic
es



11. HAIRDRESSING AND BEAUTY SERVICES
8

Hairdressing 

4. qualifications

HND
Trichology

HNC
Hairdressing and Salon Organisation

SGA
Higher
Hairdressing and Beauty Services: Hairdressing
Int 2
Hairdressing and Beauty Services

National Course
Higher
Hairdressing: Cutting and Perming Hair
Hairdressing: Principles of Colouring Hair
Salon Business Environment
Int 2
Hairdressing: Composite Skills in Hairdressing
Salon Service Skills

SVQ 3
Hairdressing 

SVQ 2
Hairdressing 

SVQ 1
Hairdressing 



Hairdressing 

5. notes on entry to jobs and careers

Entry Routes

� School leavers — can enter employment straight from school or after a relevant FE course.

� Adult entry — there is no upper age limit for hairdressing but most entrants are school leavers.  
Mature entrants often do a college course first.

SVQ access

SVQs are mainly work-based.

Entry requirements

� Most jobs require no formal qualifications.

� Entry at NC/SVQ level usually requires no formal qualifications, although Standard Grades 
in English, Art or Science are useful.

� HNC/HNDs usually require an appropriate SGA.

Note — entry requirements vary between institutions. Check prospectuses before applying.
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