Press Release

SQA EXAM SEASON GETS UNDER WAY
Monday, May 4
Scotland’s National Qualification examinations get under way tomorrow (Tuesday,
May 5) when some 160,000 candidates in nearly 550 examination centres throughout
the country will take the next steps towards enjoying the fruits of their academic
labour over the past year.
The exams end on Friday June 12 and throughout the intervening five week period, when
students, parents and teachers will be in a state of high academic alert, some 750,000
exams from Standard Grade to Advanced Higher will have been completed.
Dr Janet Brown, Chief Executive of the Scottish Qualifications Authority, in her formal role as
Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer, said:
“I send my very best wishes to all candidates and trust that they will achieve the results
which their work and dedication deserve. Now, probably more than ever before,
qualifications are invaluable to today’s learners.
“SQA qualifications highlight educational achievement and capture our candidates’ skills,
thus providing them with a progression into further learning and work in the future,” she said.
Examination results will be issued to Scotland’s learners on Wednesday, August 5.
All candidates will receive their results by mail delivery to their homes in the traditional way.
However, following a hugely successful introduction last year, candidates who register for
the MySQA service will, additionally, receive their results by text and/or email between 8am
and 9am on results day. Candidates must, though, have registered in advance by Thursday,
July 16, through www.mysqa.org.uk . Candidates who registered last year do not need to do
so again but are advised to check that their personal details are up to date.
Keith Brown MSP, Minister for Schools and Skills, said:
“I would like to pass on my best wishes to all the candidates involved in these exams and I
hope that the time and effort they have invested in their studies proves successful. I would
also like to thank the teaching staff and families across Scotland who have been giving the
candidates strong support as they prepare for this key stage in their lives.”
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Each year, the SQA’s in-house team of examination experts is augmented by an army of
some 15,000 ‘appointees’ who help to set, invigilate and mark nearly two million examination
‘scripts’.
Dr Janet Brown said: "To deliver all of our candidates’ results we rely on the expert
assistance of our appointees who come from across the educational sector in Scotland. I
take this opportunity to offer them my sincere thanks for their continued, highly valued
support.”
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The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) is an executive non-departmental public body (NDPB)
sponsored by the Scottish Government Schools’ Directorate. It is the national accreditation and
awarding body in Scotland.
SQA works in partnership with schools, colleges, universities and industry to provide high quality,
flexible and relevant qualifications and assessments, embedding industry standards. In addition, SQA
ensures that qualifications are inclusive, accessible to all, provide clear progression pathways,
facilitate lifelong learning and that candidate achievement is recognised.
SQA is ambitious for Scotland, determined to play a full and committed part in ensuring that the
Scottish people and economy benefit from a qualifications system that is all-embracing and delivering
and meeting Scotland’s needs.
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National Qualifications (including Standard Grade and National Units and Courses at Access,
Intermediate, Higher and Advanced Higher levels)
Skills for Work Courses
National Progression Awards
National Certificates
Higher National Certificates and Diplomas (HNC/HND)
Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs)
Customised Awards and Professional Development Awards
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