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Dear Colleague

Technical Education – Update

This is to update you on current developments in Technical Education subjects
 i.e. Craft and Design, Product Design, Graphic Communication, Practical Craft Skills and Technological Studies.

Changes to Technical Education Team

Romana Howells takes over from Grant Woollard as Qualifications Officer for Product Design / Craft and Design, Technological Studies and Practical Craft Skills.  Romana can be contacted by telephoning 0141 242 2196 or emailing romana.howells@sqa.org.uk.  Dave Main continues as Qualifications Officer for Graphic Communication.  Dave can be contacted by telephoning 0141 242 2078 or emailing dave.main@sqa.org.uk.

Prelims, Estimates and Appeals

Principal Assessors have asked me to remind you of the following points:

· If you create a prelim from past SQA papers, questions 
must be taken from a range of at least 
three past papers and ideally should be modified.  Questions should not be lifted en bloc from past papers.  Prelims should reflect the final examination in terms of duration, level of demand and  balance of Course topics/skills.

· At Standard Grade, composite papers do not provide a sufficient breadth of content at each level.

· Detailed marking instructions must be provided and partial marks must be shown on candidate answer sheets/booklets.  This is particularly important in Graphic Communication drawing questions, to show where marks are being allocated.

· In Graphic Communication, drawing questions must not be marked holistically.

These issues have resulted in some appeals being rejected or 
only partial upgrades being awarded.
Principal Assessor and Senior Moderator Reports

These reports will be available from the SQA website from November.  The Principal Assessor reports highlight issues relating to candidate performance in external assessment and Senior Moderator reports highlight issues relating to the moderation of internal assessment.  Both reports contain very useful information and I would recommend that you download these reports and read them thoroughly. 
Graphic Communication

Guidance on Assessment of Folios/Thematic Presentations
Guidance documents have been updated for the 2006 examinations. 

A summary of changes is shown below:
Intermediate 2 (Computer Graphics Folio)

P5 - CAD Orthographic - two, rather than one or two, pages of orthographic detail views -dimensioned related orthographic drawings

P7- CAD Pictorial - pictorial line drawings

P9 - DTP - multi column DTP document

Higher (Thematic Presentation)

P5 - Manual Graphics - 'accurately drawn visuals' has been added to what is being looked for

P6 - Desktop Planning (ii) -  pictorial line drawing(s)

P8 - more detail has been added to the bullet points

P9 - Computer-Aided Drawing - pictorial line drawing(s)

P12 - Illustration Package - evidence of at least two lights

P13 - more detail has been added to the bullet points

Advanced Higher (Computer-Aided Graphic Presentation)

P8 - more information has been added on layout detail

Advanced Higher (Computer-Aided 3D Modelling)

P7 - Modelling Techniques - a series of line drawings

P8 - Presentation - a line pictorial view is required

P9 - more detail has been added in relation to line pictorial views and the removal of hidden lines and facets
P10 - when creating the border/ title block, default borders should not be used

More detail is given in the documents and I would advise you to read these thoroughly.
Practical Craft Skills
Changes to Arrangements documents from Session 2005/2006

Engineering Craft Skills at Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2:  Fabrication and Welding Units have been renamed as Fabrication and Thermal Joining.  The term “thermal joining” is now used to describe the processes of welding or brazing.  Brazing can now be taught as an alternative to welding but spot welding still needs to be covered.  New projects are currently being developed to support brazing.
Woodworking Skills at Int 1:  “Stub
 mortise and tenon (no haunch)” has been added to the list of joints to allow candidates to use this joint as an alternative to cross halving.

These changes were recommended by moderators and it is hoped that they will help existing presenting centres and also encourage more centres to consider presenting these Courses.

Technological Studies
Application of Reduction in Assessment Instructions
Many centres are still not applying the reduction in assessment instructions when using the NABs for Intermediate 2 and Higher Technological Studies.

The instructions were distributed to schools in an NQ Review Update in August 2002 and subsequently in a Subject Update letter in November 2002.  These are available on the SQA website.
Where the type of assessment is 
Structured Questions, assessment must be carried out on a Unit pass or fail basis, not LO by LO. Overall scores for the Structured Questions in a NAB should be aggregated and a cut-off score of 60% applied to the total marks obtained, rounding down to the student’s advantage. Tests or retests must be taken exclusively from any one version of the NAB material
, i.e. questions cannot be selected from across different NABS to construct a Unit test or retest.

More details are given in the Senior Moderator’s report.

Data Booklets

The data booklets are being revised for use in the 2007 examinations.  Please continue to use the existing booklets for the 2006 examinations.

Product Design

Design Assignments
Design Assignments for the 2006 Intermediate 2 and Higher Design Assignments will be issued to schools in January 2006.  Numbers and levels issued are based on entry figures available in December 2005.  Copies will also be made available on the secure site.

The Design Assignment and Question Paper are used together to determine the Course grade.  Candidates must, therefore, attempt the Design Assignment that matches the level of Question Paper that they will sit.  It is very important that candidates attempt the correct Design Assignment as the mark for a Higher Design Assignment cannot be combined with the mark for an Intermediate 2 Question Paper or vice versa and mismatched assessments may lead to 
a candidate scoring no marks in the Design Assignment component as it is not at the same level as the Question Paper.
It is also important that candidates write their name and school on each sheet of their Design Assignment.
I hope that you have found the information in this letter helpful.  If you require further clarification please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
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Derek Middleton

Qualifications Manager

Computing and Technical Education
�Comma following “subjects” and no periods in “ie”


�Suggest replace “should” with “must”


�Change to “three”


�Suggest adding “only”


�Should there be a comma here?.


�Should this be “by structured questions”?


�Insert comma, replace “i.e.” with “ie”


�As there is no obligation to use our NABs, couldn’t a centre create their own assessment in this way.


�We’ve advised that they must have their entries correct to ensure that they get the correct amount of DAs then advise that we’ll put them on the website anyway.


�Suggest replacing with “will lead to a candidate effectively scoring no marks for the  Design Assignment component as it is not at the same level as the Question Paper sat.





