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Dear Colleague  
National Qualifications Update - Geography

This briefing note is intended to offer practical advice and support on the issues being raised by centre staff with SQA, and should be distributed to those staff responsible for Geography.
1
National Qualifications Review
As a result of revisions made during the National Qualifications Review, there will be significant changes to Course arrangements in Geography and the associated assessment materials. These changes will come into effect for Session 2004/2005. 

Updated documentation will be made available to centres in Spring 2004. In the meantime, the Appendix to this letter broadly outlines the changes that will be made at each level. 
2
National Assessment Banks Materials (NABs)
Centres are reminded that it is essential that, if NAB items are being used for internal assessment, they must be the most current version for that Unit and level. Earlier this year a number of centres were found ‘not accepted’ by our Moderation team because assessments had made use of previous versions of the Higher Geography NABs.

We would further like to emphasise the importance of taking careful note of the full instructions for using each NAB. Again at Higher level, we found that some centres were creating assessments based on a mixture of questions from different NAB items (i.e. selecting questions from both NAB 001 and NAB 002 for the Human or Physical Core Units). This is not permitted. 
At Advanced Higher, there seems to have been some confusion over the number of teacher/lecturer checklists to be completed for the Geographical Issues Unit. Although candidates will complete checklists for both of their Geographical Issues, a teacher/lecturer checklist should be completed for just one Issue per candidate. The second need only be ratified by completing the statement to be found on page 24 of the NAB.  
It is vital that correct use is made of the NAB materials and that the most current NABs are used. Failure to apply the most current NABs in the correct manner will result in candidates being inappropriately assessed. Furthermore, centres found to be making incorrect use of NAB items will be found ‘not accepted’ if moderated. 
The most up-to-date NABs for every Unit and level in Geography can be found on the secure pages of the SQA website. SQA co-ordinators in each centre have full details on how to access these pages and download the required NABs. 
3
Advanced Higher – External Assessment Advice
During the post-examination procedures that took place this summer, the examining team for Advanced Higher Geography identified potential areas for improvement within candidates’ work. 

It was noted that, in the external examination, many candidates would have benefited in their performance by making better use of their atlas. Centres are encouraged to ensure that candidates are aware of the importance of their atlas and are familiar and comfortable with its use.

One key problem which affected the marks achieved by many candidates in their project work (i.e. the Geographical Study and Geographical Issues) was their failure to adhere to the published instructions on word/page limits. The number of candidates whose work exceeded the stated maximum page count was a particular cause for concern.
Centres are reminded that, under the current arrangements, there is a maximum page count of 25 sides of A4 for the Geographical Study and 8 sides of A4 for each Geographical Issue. Centres are further reminded that any larger sheets submitted will count as an equivalent number of A4 sides (e.g. one A3 side = two A4 sides) and that all pages submitted will be included within this page count. 
It was observed this year that a number of candidates who suffered this penalty could easily have avoided it by rationalising the amount of space taken up by their work, or by removing non-essential pages before submission (such as the title page or sample questionnaires included for information). Other candidates made use of unnecessarily large fold-out sections, which took up a significant portion of their page allocation. 
Centres are advised to ensure that their candidates’ work remains within the stated page maxima, as any work which exceeds these maxima will be penalised by the subtraction of 10% of the marks available.
4
Principal Assessors’ and Senior Moderator’s Reports
SQA would like to encourage all centre staff responsible for Geography to read the reports of the Principal Assessors and Senior Moderator for Session 2002/03 and the corresponding examination diet. These reports contain detailed and useful advice and information pertaining to candidate performance, guidance for centres and specific issues relating to individual examination questions and are available in the Geography page of the SQA website (www.sqa.org.uk).
In particular, the following areas of advice may be of use to centres:
Principal Assessor’s Report: Standard Grade

· Points of good practice in answering questions, including notes on ‘listing and lifting’, rubric of questions and appropriate length of answers
Principal Assessor’s Report: Intermediate 1 & 2

· Advice on answering the questions asked in the correct format

· Making appropriate use of case studies

Principal Assessor’s Report: Higher

· Problems resulting from the misreading of questions

· The use of detailed and developed information in answers

· Advice on the selection of Applications
Principal Assessor’s Report: Advanced Higher

· Areas for improvement in general performance
· Advice on best practice in developing critical evaluation skills

Senior Moderator’s Report

· Advice on best practice in candidate assessment, including cross marking/internal moderation
· Specific guidance on the Study and Issues at Advanced Higher, including choice of topic and supporting evidence

I hope that the notes above and the materials attached are of help to you. If you have any queries about these or any other Geography-related issues please contact Greg Storey, the Qualifications Officer in this area, at the details given above.

Yours faithfully
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Qualifications Manager
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Appendix 1
NQ REVIEW:  GEOGRAPHY
A Summary of Unit and Course Changes
The Report of the Investigation carried out in response to the Review was published on the SQA web site (www.sqa.org.uk) in August.
Since that time work has been ongoing to finalise the Unit and Course specifications which will describe the revised arrangements for Geography Units and Courses at all levels in the National Qualifications Framework, i.e. Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher.

At this time the specifications have still to be validated.  This process involves checking for clarity of content and the impact on operational issues for SQA.  Although there are likely to be some adjustments during this phase of the development this paper gives an outline of the intended changes to Units and Courses.  

Centres are advised, however, to consult the website for detailed arrangements.  These will be published during March/April 2004.  At the time of posting on the website centres will receive an alert letter stating that they are available.
The Hierarchy of the Units and Courses
To improve progression and make the hierarchy of Units more obvious Units at both Intermediate levels and at Higher will be renamed. The new Unit names will be:

· Geography: Physical Environments

· Geography: Human Environments

· Geography: Environmental Interactions 

The Structure and Content of Units at Higher 

At Higher level there is no change to the structure. The four Human and four Physical topics will remain, as will the six Applications, though they will now be referred to as Environmental Interactions.

A number of changes have been made to content:

· coasts will replace chalk in the lithosphere and to accommodate this some adjustment has been made to the Rural Land Resources option in Geography: Environmental Interactions
· the bullet point on mass movement has been removed and the process is accommodated, as appropriate, within the different landscapes studied in the Lithosphere topic (e.g. slumping is referring to in relation to coasts)
· some reordering of content in the Hydrosphere topic has taken place

· derelict land is removed from the Biosphere topic
· deciduous and coniferous forest are removed from the Biosphere topic
· regional variation in rainfall has been placed solely in the Atmosphere topic 

· urban and rural change has been restricted to the period  post 1950
· extensive commercial farming in the Rural topic is renamed “commercial arable farming”

· in Rural Land Resources, instead of studying all the opportunities/conflicts in all the prescribed landscapes, only coasts and one upland area now need be studied

· in River Basin Management, the areal context is extended to include Asia

There are other minor revisions to the content and although important, they should not greatly impact on teaching.   

The Structure and Content of Units at Intermediate 1 and 2

There is significant change to both the structure and the content:

Geography: Physical Environments
· There will be no choice of topics.

· The Unit is an amalgamation of the topics currently in People and the Environment – Scotland/British Isles.

· Candidates will study glaciated uplands, upland limestone, coasts and the conflict/management issues associated with these.  They will also be expected to study the processes which create selected river features.  The location of given examples of these landscape types should also be known.

Geography: Human Environments

· There will be no choice of topics.

· The Unit is based on the current Population topic.
· It is areal free in context.

· As well as studying global population issues, candidates study two urban and two rural areas.  In each case, centres select a case study from an economically more and an economically less developed country. 

· Industrial location and change is also studied.

Geography: Environmental Interactions
Candidates will study examples of two types of interactions chosen from the following list:
· Rural Land Degradation  (based on existing Higher Application)

· River Basin Management (based on existing Higher Application) 

· Development and Health (based on an amended version of existing Intermediate topic). This includes the option to study AIDS.  Malaria and heart disease are retained as the “case study” diseases.

· European Regional Inequalities (based on an amended version of existing “Environmental Issues” topic at Intermediate).  The focus will be on rivers and EITHER seas/coasts OR mountains.

· Environmental Hazards (based on existing version of the current Intermediate topic). Only tropical storms, earthquakes and volcanoes will be studied in detail.

Assessment of the Units at Higher
The existing arrangements will be continued. 
Assessment of the Units at Intermediate 2

Geography: Physical Environments and Geography: Human Environments will each be assessed by an end of Unit assessment out of 25 marks.

Geography: Environmental Interactions will be assessed by a 25 mark question on one of the Environmental Interactions studied. 

Assessment of the Units at Intermediate 1
Geography: Physical Environments and Geography: Human Environments will each be assessed by an end of Unit assessment out of 20 marks.

Geography: Environmental Interactions will be assessed by a 20 mark question on one of the Environmental Interactions studied.

For all Units at Higher and Intermediate a cut off score of 50% will be applied to determine if a candidate has passed or failed.

External Assessment of the Higher Course
The total number of marks and times for each paper remain the same.

Paper 1 will contain an element of choice.

Paper 2 remains unaltered.

The Appendix attached to this summary provides an outline of the proposed exam structure.

External Assessment of the Intermediate 2 Course
The paper will have two sections:
Section A will contain one compulsory question on Geography: Physical Environments and one compulsory question on Geography: Human Environments. 

Each question will be out of 25 marks.

Section B will contain five questions, one on each Environmental Interaction.

Candidates will answer two of these questions.

Each question will be out of 15 marks.

The exam will be out of 80 marks and will last 2 hours. 

External Assessment of the Intermediate 1 Course
The exam will have the same structure as at Intermediate 2.

Questions in Section A will be out of 20 marks and in Section B they will be out of 10 marks.
The paper will be out of 60 marks and will last 1 hour 15 minutes
The Structure and Content of Units at Advanced Higher

Unit titles remain unaltered.

Unit content remains unaltered with the exception of the removal of a small number of techniques from Geographical Methods and Techniques.

Assessment of the Units at Advanced Higher
Geographical Methods and Techniques  

Unaltered

Geographical Study

The current internal assessment will be replaced by the submission of an Interim Report on one topic from within the candidate’s geographical study.  This will be describe and reflect upon the process of that part of the study. Candidates will write this under controlled conditions in a maximum of one hour, with a previously discussed plan at their side.  

Geographical Issues

The current internal assessment will be replaced.

Candidates will write a critical evaluation of sources and viewpoints provided for them.  This will be done under controlled conditions and will last 1 hour.

Sources and viewpoints will be available on each of the Environmental Interactions topics at Higher level.  NABs are being written to support this.

External Assessment of the Advanced Higher Course
A number of important changes will take place. The assessment will have only two components instead of three as is currently the case.
Component 1: Exam Paper
The structure of this will remain unaltered but questions in the first section will be out of 30 (instead of 20) marks.  Questions in Section 2 will continue to be out of 20 marks – i.e. the paper will be out of 50 instead of 40.

There will be no change in the time allocated for the paper.

Component 2: Folio of Work

The Geographical Study and the Geographical Issues essay will be submitted together as a folio of work.  The likely submission date for this folio will be early May.

Geographical Study
This will be completed as is currently the case.

Geographical Issues

Candidates will now only have to write one critical evaluation essay.  This will be of between 1500 and 2000 words (instead of 1500).

The weighting of these two components of the external assessment will be 30:70 – 30 for the exam, 70 for the folio (consisting of 40 for the Study and 30 for the Issue). 
Implementation 
The above changes will be implemented for all levels from August 2004.  Centres in which Intermediate Courses have been planned and implemented as part of a two year programme which commenced in August 2003 with a completion date of May 2005 will be able to continue with the existing arrangements.  For these centres the current internal assessment arrangements will continue for one further year.  A separate exam paper will be available for those candidates affected by this.  

Support for Change
SQA is supporting the above changes in the following ways:

· three new NABs are being written for all Units at Intermediate 1 and 2

· current NABs at Higher are being amended where necessary to accommodate changes to the Units and a third new NAB is being written for each Unit.  This will give each centre three full, usable sets of NABs.

· a new NAB is being written for the Geographical Study Unit at AH.  

· two new NABs are being written for the Geographical Issues Unit at AH.

· a Specimen Question Paper is being written for both levels at Intermediate.

· a Specimen Question Paper to cover Paper 1 at Higher is being written, and a specimen question on Rural Land Resources is being written for Paper 2. 
· advice will be issued to centres about the change in format of the AH exam.

· some guidance on Course Planning for Intermediate/Higher will be provided in the Course Specifications.
Course Assessment (external) at Higher

	Paper 1
	Physical & Human Environments

Time: 1 hour 30 minutes
	Total marks

	

	Section A – four compulsory questions
	No of marks
	Comments
	

	 Question 1
	These questions will be on two of the four physical environment topics
	8, 9 or 10
	These questions might contain OS maps.*

The questions used will vary randomly from year to year. No advance notice will be given on which topics are likely to appear in this section
	36

	 Question 2
	
	
	
	

	 Question 3
	These questions will be on two of the four human environment topics
	8, 9 or 10
	
	

	 Question 4
	
	
	
	

	Section B – two optional questions – Physical Environments
	
	
	

	Question 5
	Candidates will answer one of these questions
	7
	These questions might contain OS maps.* They will be on the topics not assessed in Section A


	7

	Question 6
	
	
	
	

	Section C – two optional questions – Human Environments
	
	
	

	Question 7 
	Candidates will answer one of these questions
	7
	These questions might contain OS maps.* They will be on the topics not assessed in Section A


	7

	Question 8
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL MARKS 50

	Paper 2 
	Environmental Interactions

Time: 1 hour 15 minutes
	

	

	Section A – three optional questions – Group 1 Interactions
	
	
	

	Question 1
	Rural land resources
	Candidates will answer one question
	25
	
	25

	Question 2
	Rural land degradation
	
	
	
	

	Question 3
	River basin management
	
	
	
	

	Section B – three optional questions – Group 2 Interactions
	
	
	

	Question 4
	Urban change & management
	Candidates will answer one question
	25
	
	25

	Question 5
	European regional inequalities
	
	
	
	

	Question 6
	Development & health
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL MARKS 50


*OS mapping will be assessed in at least one question in Paper 1, Section A. Questions in Sections B and C might also contain OS mapping questions.
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