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SECTION A – POLITICAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
Answer ONE Question only:
		 Question 1 Study Theme 1A – Government and Decision Making in Scotland
													
on pages 3–5
OR Question 2 Study Theme 1B – Government and Decision Making in Central Government
		
on pages 7–9
STUDY THEME 1A: GOVERNMENT AND DECISION MAKING IN SCOTLAND
[You should answer all three parts of this question.]
Question 1
(a)

The Scottish Parliament has a number of ways in which it can influence the Scottish
Government.
Describe, in detail, the ways in which the Scottish Parliament can influence the Scottish
Government.
(6 marks)

(b)

Some methods used by pressure groups are effective.

		Explain, in detail, why some methods used by pressure groups are effective.
(6 marks)

[Turn over
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Question 1 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Involvement in Politics in Scotland
Recent years have seen a worrying fall in the level of political involvement in
Scotland. Fewer people are voting, the membership of the main political parties
is falling and people say they don’t want to be involved in decision making.
Important debates are going on about how Scotland will be governed in the
future; many people say they are bored with these discussions even though they
are about important matters that will affect us all.
Many older people, who used to see voting as a duty, no longer see the point and
some are choosing to stay at home on election day. Young voters who have never
got into the habit of voting are not getting involved. Voting levels in some parts
of the country are low. Many people say they have been put off politics by the
behaviour of some politicians who they claim are “just in it for themselves”. In
the local council elections held in May 2012, turnout in some areas fell to below
30%. Turnout in Scottish Parliament elections usually varies between different
parts of the country.
Some young people are becoming interested in politics and are using new ways,
such as social media, to get involved. Although interest in traditional politics is
declining; many people see pressure group membership as a better way to get
involved and this sort of political activity has increased in recent years. Many
people wanted to find out about the options for governing Scotland, took part in
the debate and voted in the independence referendum. 16 and 17 year olds were
able to vote in the referendum. For many people the debate and chance to vote
got them more interested in politics. In the referendum on changing the voting
system for the UK Parliament, turnout in Scotland was 51% compared with the
UK average of 42%.
SOURCE 2
Would you like to be involved in decision making . . .
. . . in your local
area?

. . . in the country
as a whole?

2011

2012

2011

Yes

43%

38%

42%

33%

No

55%

58%

57%

64%

Don’t Know

2%

4%

1%

3%

Should important decisions be
decided by referendums?

2012

Yes		

72%

No			

10%

Don’t Know 18%
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Question 1 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Scottish Parliament Election turnout: Scotland and selected regions
65

Turnout (%)

60
55

Lothians
Highlands and Islands

50

Scotland
North East Scotland

45
Glasgow

40
35
1999

2003

2007

2011

Year

Most people in Scotland want to be involved in politics.
View of Amanda Shires
 sing Sources 1, 2 and 3, explain why Amanda Shires is being selective in the use of
U
facts.
Your answer must be based entirely on the Sources above and opposite.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW GO TO SECTION B ON PAGE 11
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STUDY THEME 1B: GOVERNMENT AND DECISION MAKING IN CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT
[You should answer all three parts of this question.]
Question 2
(a)

The United Kingdom Parliament has a number of ways in which it can influence
the UK Government.
Describe, in detail, the ways in which the United Kingdom Parliament can influence
the UK Government.
(6 marks)

(b)

Some people have criticised the part that newspapers play in politics.
Explain, in detail, why some people have criticised the part that newspapers play in
politics.
(6 marks)

[Turn over
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Question 2 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Involvement in Politics in the United Kingdom
Recent years have seen a worrying fall in the level of political involvement in the UK.
Fewer people are voting, the membership of the main political parties is falling and
people say they don’t want to be involved in decision making. Important issues about
the way in which the House of Commons should be voted for and reform of the House
of Lords have been discussed in recent years. Many people say they are bored with
these discussions even though they are about important matters that will affect us all.
Many older people who used to see voting as a duty, no longer see the point and some
are choosing to stay at home on election day. Young voters who have never got into the
habit of voting are not getting involved. Voting levels in some parts of the country are
low. Many people say they have been put off politics by the behaviour of some
politicians who they claim are “just in it for themselves”. In the local council elections
held in May 2012, turnout in some areas fell to below 30%. Turnout in general
elections usually varies between different parts of the country.
Some young people are becoming interested in politics and are using new ways, such as
social media, to get involved. Although interest in traditional politics is declining,
many people see pressure group membership as a better way to get involved in politics
and this sort of political activity has increased in recent years. There have been
growing calls for 16 and 17 year olds to be able to vote in referendums. In Scotland in
2014, 16 and 17 year olds were able to vote in the referendum on independence. In
May 2011, when voters were asked in a referendum whether or not they wanted the
Alternative Vote system for elections to the House of Commons, turnout was 42%
although 51% voted in Scotland.
SOURCE 2
Would you like to be involved in decision making . . .
. . . in your local
area?

. . . in the country
as a whole?

2011

2012

2011

2012

Yes

43%

38%

42%

33%

No

55%

58%

57%

64%

Don’t Know

2%

4%

1%

3%

Should important decisions be
decided by referendums?

Yes		

72%

No			

10%

Don’t Know 18%
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Question 2 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
General election turnout, in the United Kingdom and by part of UK
75

Turnout (%)

70

England
UK
Wales

65

Scotland

60

N. Ireland

55
1997

2001

2005

2010

Year
Most people in the United Kingdom want to be involved in politics.
View of Roddy Hart
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3, explain why Roddy Hart is being selective in the use of facts.
Your answer must be based entirely on the Sources above and opposite.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW GO TO SECTION B ON PAGE 11
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SECTION B – SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
Answer ONE question only:
		Question 3 Study Theme 2A – Equality in Society: Wealth and Health in the
United Kingdom
on pages 11–13
OR Question 4 Study Theme 2B – Crime and the Law in Society

on pages 15–17

STUDY THEME 2A: EQUALITY IN SOCIETY: WEALTH AND HEALTH IN
			
THE UNITED KINGDOM
[You should answer all three parts of this question.]
Question 3
(a)

Unemployment affects people in the UK in different ways.
Describe, in detail, the ways in which unemployment affects people in the UK.
(6 marks)

(b)

Some people in the UK think we should pay for more of our own health care while
others think all health care should be free.

		Explain, in detail, why some people think we should pay for more of our own health
care and explain why others think all health care should be free.
(8 marks)

[Turn over
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Question 3 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
		 You are an adviser to the Government. You have been asked to recommend whether to
spend more on Winter Fuel Payment, a benefit paid to elderly people or spend more on
Warm Front, a grant scheme to insulate homes to help elderly people in Scotland who
are experiencing fuel poverty.
Option 1

Option 2

Spend more on Winter Fuel Payment, a
benefit paid to elderly people.

Spend more on Warm Front, a grant
scheme to insulate homes.

SOURCE 1
Facts and Viewpoints
Fuel Poverty is defined as having to spend more than 10% of your household
income on gas and electricity bills.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Winter Fuel Payment is paid to all elderly people. This means that people over the
age of 60 will receive the same benefit without having to claim it.
Warm Front is a grant scheme which pays for home insulation so that people can use
energy more efficiently. It is targeted at people on low incomes and pays up to £3500.
Warm Front can only be claimed if you own your home or rent from a private
landlord.
Most energy experts believe that home insulation is the most effective long-term
method of tackling fuel poverty.
Elderly people are less likely to apply for grants and loans compared to other groups.
This has led to some of the budget for Warm Front going unclaimed.
A survey by a pressure group for elderly rights found that the main priority of those
over 65 is to have immediate cash help to pay their bills.
Benefits can be paid quickly as the government holds the contact details of all elderly
people because they already get a state pension.
Winter Fuel Payment costs the government a huge amount of money as it is a
universal benefit which is paid to everyone regardless of their income. Grant schemes
only pay money to those who really need it.
Elderly people are more likely to live in draughty houses which are not well insulated.
The public and the media have been very critical of Winter Fuel Payment being paid
to rich elderly people who do not need it.
SOURCE 2
Statistics: Insulation costs and savings

Insulation type

Yearly saving

Cost

Pay-back time

Hot water tank

£12

£10

0·8 years

Loft

£65

£200

3 years

Draught proofing

£15

£130

8·6 years

Cavity wall

£65

£350

5·3 years

£157

£690

4 years

Total
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Question 3 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 2 (continued)
Warm Front budget 2011/12

Claimed		

£100 million

Unclaimed

£50 million

Who benefits from Warm Front Grant
Scheme?
Year Number
Number
% of those
of people
of elderly helped who
helped
people
are elderly
helped
2009

233,594

133,277

57%

2010

212,963

119,711

56%

2011

127,930

66,589

52%

SOURCE 3
Viewpoints
Fuel poverty continues to be a huge problem, especially for the elderly, and the government
needs to act quickly. Many elderly people can’t afford to pay hundreds of pounds for insulation
and then not see savings for a number of years. Spending more on Winter Fuel Payment
means that the elderly will not feel embarrassed to claim it as everyone is receiving the same
benefit. This would be a far more effective way of getting rid of fuel poverty as many elderly
people find it too confusing to have to fill in a form for a grant. Many do not qualify for grants
as they don’t own their own home. The number of elderly people being helped by Warm
Front has fallen in recent years.
Robert Whyte
The Warm Front Scheme enables consumers to make their house more energy efficient. The
most effective way to target fuel poverty is to insulate your home, and even insulating your
walls can save you money straight away and in the years to come. If you live in a house which
has poor insulation, you will benefit immediately. In these difficult financial times, it makes
financial sense to target help towards those who really need it. Warm Front paid out millions
of pounds in 2011 and elderly people received more help than any other group. In the past,
Winter Fuel Payment has been paid to elderly millionaires — some of whom tried to return
it — which has caused a lot of negative media attention for the government.
Elaine Doig
You must decide which option to recommend, either to spend more on Winter Fuel Payment,
a benefit paid to elderly people (Option 1) or spend more on Warm Front, a grant scheme to
insulate homes (Option 2).
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, which option would you choose?
Give reasons to support your choice.
Explain why you did not make the other choice.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
(10 marks)
NOW GO TO SECTION C ON PAGE 19
[X236/11/01]
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STUDY THEME 2B: CRIME AND THE LAW IN SOCIETY
[You should answer all three parts of this question.]
Question 4
(a)

Courts in Scotland can use alternative sentences, other than a prison term, for some
offenders.
Describe, in detail, alternative sentences which are used by courts in Scotland.
(6 marks)

(b)

Some people in the UK think poverty is the main cause of crime while some think
other factors are more important.
Explain, in detail, why some people in the UK think poverty is the main cause of crime
and explain why some think other factors are more important.
(8 marks)

[Turn over
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Question 4 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
		 You are an adviser to the Scottish Government. You have been asked to recommend
whether the government should build a new private prison or build a new state-run
prison.
Option 1

Option 2

Build a new private prison.

Build a new state-run prison.
SOURCE 1

Facts and Viewpoints
There are currently two privately run prisons in Scotland — HMP Addiewell and
HMP Kilmarnock. HMP Barlinnie and HMP Edinburgh are the largest prisons in
Scotland and they are run by the government (state-run).
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Media reports have highlighted high levels of drug-taking in private prisons.
A recent study showed that prisoners in HMP Kilmarnock were happier with the food
they eat compared with prisoners in HMP Barlinnie.
Staff shortages mean that prisoners in private prisons are unable to participate in
rehabilitation and courses as there are not enough staff to run them.
At HMP Edinburgh, there is a two hour exercise session each day while at HMP
Kilmarnock, prisoners get an average of 1 hour of exercise per day.
HMP Addiewell’s rehabilitation programme has seen a reduction in drug use from
41% of prisoners to 19%.
Recent inspection reports said at HMP Edinburgh, “many prisoners are achieving
qualifications and wider skills” while HMP Kilmarnock had “too few prisoners
gaining educational qualifications”.
HMP Edinburgh provides the widest range of meal choices and spends more on
prison food than any other prison.
Each new place in a state prison costs around £45,000 while a new private prison place
costs £43,000.
In a recent survey, 95% of inmates at HMP Kilmarnock said their relationships with
staff were “ok” or “Better than ok”.
Staff in some private prisons have received specialist training to help them find
hidden weapons and drugs.
SOURCE 2: Statistics
Number of times drugs were found in prisons in 2012
200
150
100
50
0
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HMP
Barlinnie

Question 4 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 2: Statistics (continued)
Daily cost of feeding each prisoner

HMP
Barlinnie

HMP
Edinburgh

HMP
Kilmarnock

HMP
Addiewell

70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

HMP
Barlinnie

HMP
Edinburgh

HMP
Kilmarnock

HMP
Addiewell

£2·15
£2·10
£2·05
£2·00
£1·95
£1·90
£1·85

Weapons found in prisons 2011/2012

SOURCE 3
Viewpoints
Private prisons in Scotland are continuing to perform well in key areas such as reducing the
amount of drug use among inmates. The safety of some private prisons has improved as prison
officers have been successful in finding illegal weapons. Research shows that while there are
still high levels of staff turnover, the majority of inmates said that their relationships with staff
were good. Prisoners report that they are generally happy with the food and living conditions
in private prisons and more money is spent on food. The government should build more
private prisons as they are far cheaper and would save huge amounts of money.
Colin Henderson
More private prisons should not be built in Scotland because statistics show that more drugs
are found here than in state-run prisons. Staff shortages in private prisons mean that prisoners
are less likely to get access to rehabilitation courses and exercise compared to those in state-run
prisons. State-run prisons have been praised for running good education programmes while
some private prisons are not doing enough to encourage inmates to learn. Higher staffing
levels in state prisons means they are more successful in stopping weapons getting inside.
Kirsty Walls
You must decide which option to recommend, either to build a new private prison
(Option 1) or build a new state-run prison (Option 2).
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, which option would you choose?
Give reasons to support your choice.
Explain why you did not make the other choice.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
(10 marks)
NOW GO TO SECTION C ON PAGE 19
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SECTION C – INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
Answer ONE question only:
		 Question 5 Study Theme 3A – The Republic of South Africa

on pages 19–23

OR Question 6 Study Theme 3B – The People’s Republic of China

on pages 25–29

OR Question 7 Study Theme 3C – The United States of America

on pages 31–35

OR Question 8 Study Theme 3D – The European Union

on pages 37–41

OR Question 9 Study Theme 3E – Development in Brazil

on pages 43–47

STUDY THEME 3A: THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
[You should answer all four parts of this question.]

In your answers to parts (a) and (b) you should give examples from South Africa
Question 5

(a)

People in South Africa are able to get involved in politics in their country.

		Describe, in detail, two ways that people in South Africa are able to get involved in
politics.
(4 marks)
(b)

Some South Africans think that Affirmative Action policies are good for South
Africa while others think they are bad for South Africa.

		Explain, in detail, why some South Africans think that Affirmative Action policies are
good for South Africa while others think they are bad for South Africa.
(6 marks)

[Turn over
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Question 5 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Income Inequality and Poverty in South Africa
While some income inequality is usually seen as normal in countries, extreme inequality
between rich and poor is not. Although South Africa is a rich African country, there are
far more poor people than rich ones — and the gap between the rich and poor is growing.
Income inequality is a problem in many countries, but South Africa is among the worst.
There is also a high level of inequality between the provinces in South Africa.
The percentage of people who live below the poverty line in South Africa is higher than
in many other countries. The poorest people in South Africa do not suffer the same sort
of poverty as some other countries in Africa. Being poor in South Africa can affect your
life with poorer people usually doing less well in education. Where you live in South
Africa can also affect the level of poverty you may face.
People disagree about the impact of inequality on society. Many people believe that it is
not a bad thing. People who start successful businesses and who work hard, should be
able to keep most of what they earn. Having wealthy people in a country encourages
others to make an effort to have a good lifestyle. People with talent should be rewarded.
Those on low incomes may not have made good career or lifestyle choices and it is only
fair that they earn less than those who are successful. Others take the view that income
inequality is bad for a country. They say that big income inequalities are not only bad for
those at the bottom but for society as a whole. People in more equal societies live longer,
a smaller proportion of children die in infancy and children do better in school.
Inequality also leads to social unrest. The number of strikes by workers and protests
over poor living conditions has increased steadily in recent years, which has led to
demonstrations resulting in serious and fatal injuries.
SOURCE 2
Inequality League Table (Selected Countries)

Most unequal

Most equal
[X236/11/01]

Rank

Country

1
2
16
27
42
71
91
100
124
136

Namibia
South Africa
Brazil
China
USA
Portugal
United Kingdom
France
Germany
Sweden
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Population below
national poverty level
55·8%
50·0%
26·0%
13·4%
15·1%
18·0%
14·0%
6·2%
15·5%
7·0%

Question 5 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Selected Provinces in South Africa
Poorer Provinces
Eastern Cape

Limpopo

•

Average income: R28,000 (Rand)

•

Average income: R20,000 (Rand)

•

Percentage of children living with an
employed adult: 50%

•

Percentage of children living with an
employed adult: 42%

•

Population below poverty line: 72%

•

Population below poverty line: 77%

•

Percentage of school leavers passing the
National Senior Certificate: 58%

•

Percentage of school leavers passing the
National Senior Certificate: 53%

Richer Provinces
Gauteng

Western Cape

•

Average income: R80,000 (Rand)

•

Average income: R78,000 (Rand)

•

Percentage of children living with an
employed adult: 78%

•

Percentage of children living with an
employed adult: 86%

•

Population below poverty line: 42%

•

Population below poverty line: 32%

•

Percentage of school leavers passing the
National Senior Certificate: 81 %

•

Percentage of school leavers passing the
National Senior Certificate: 82%

Use Sources 1,2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about
inequality and poverty in South Africa?
You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
•

inequality in South Africa compared with other countries.

•

the link between poverty and education.

•

differences between provinces.

•

the impact of inequality on society.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources.
information within and between Sources.

You should link
(8 marks)
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Question 5 (continued)
(d)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
South African Crime and Policing
In South Africa the issue of crime and safety is one of the biggest concerns of many
South Africans. In response, the Government has increased the number of police and the
size of the police budget. The South African Police Service (SAPS) is now one of the
largest national police services in the world. Evidence shows the police have also been
successful in reducing violent crime in the country. Robberies however continue to
increase each year.
Over the past few years SAPS has faced a number of criticisms. It seems as though each
week brings fresh allegations of mismanagement and corruption. Media stories about the
killings of protesters by police, have begun to raise questions about excessive force and
the current policing approach. For example, South African police killed 34 striking
miners in August 2012. The police said they opened fire to protect themselves from
armed protesters.
In response to public concerns about policing President Jacob Zuma suspended Police
Chief, Bheki Cele who had been accused of corruption and appointed South Africa’s first
woman national police chief — Mangwashi Victoria Phiyega. It is hoped that this new
appointment will improve public confidence in the police. Many groups in South Africa
think that the police are doing a good job. However others think the police could do
better in order to improve their image and win their trust.
SOURCE 2
Public Confidence in the Police
Black

Coloured

Asian/Indian

White

Good job

49·8%

47·9%

39·8%

47·0%

Poor job

36·4%

40·2%

54·3%

36·3%

Don’t know

12·0%

11·5%

5·9%

15·2%

1·1%

0·4%

0·0%

1·5%

Did not respond
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Question 5 (d) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Crime Trends in South Africa

Murders and attempted
murders (rate per 100,000
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Year

Number of robberies

20000
18000

House Robberies

16000

Business Robberies

14000
12000
10000
8000
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0
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Year

The police are doing a good job in South Africa.
View of Ngoaka Mkhize
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, give two reasons to support and two reasons
to oppose the view of Ngoaka Mkhize.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.

(8 marks)

NOW CHECK THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED ONE QUESTION FROM EACH OF
SECTIONS A, B AND C
[X236/11/01]
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STUDY THEME 3B: THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
[You should answer all four parts of this question.]

In your answers to parts (a) and (b) you should give examples from China
Question 6
(a)

People in China are able to get involved in politics in their country.

		Describe, in detail, two ways that people in China are able to get involved in politics.
(4 marks)

(b)

Some Chinese people believe that foreign involvement in their economy is good for
China while others think it is bad for China.
Explain, in detail, why some Chinese people believe that foreign involvement in their
economy is good for China while others think it is bad for China.
(6 marks)

[Turn over

[X236/11/01]

Page twenty-five

Question 6 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Income Inequality and Poverty in China
It was thought that the rapid growth of China’s economy over the past 30 years would
mean benefits for all people in society including the poorest. However, there are huge
differences between rich and poor. China is not as equal a society as other countries
although it is better than some. The wealth created has not been evenly distributed as
there are huge differences between urban and rural areas when it comes to the amount of
money people have to spend and ownership of goods. The children of better off parents
are more likely to go to University.
The percentage of people who live below the poverty line in China is higher than some
other countries. The poorest people in China do not suffer the same sort of poverty as
those in the very poorest countries. Being poor in China can affect your life with poorer
people usually doing less well in education. People who live in urban areas tend to have a
better lifestyle and they can afford to buy goods such as cars, washing machines and
refrigerators which make life more comfortable. Many people in rural households spend
so much of their income on food that they have little money left to spend on other things.
People disagree about the impact of inequality on society. Many people believe that it is
not a bad thing. People who start successful businesses and who work hard should be
able to keep what they earn. Having wealthy people in a country encourages others to
make an effort to have a good lifestyle. Talented people should be rewarded. Those on
low incomes could make better lifestyle and career choices. Others take the view that
income inequality is bad for people and society as a whole. More equal countries have a
happier, healthier and more successful population. People in more equal societies live
longer, less children die in infancy, children do better at school and go on to university
and there is more chance of people improving their position in society.
SOURCE 2
Inequality League Table (selected countries)

Most Unequal

Most Equal
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Rank

Country

1
2
16
27
42
71
91
100
124
136

Namibia
South Africa
Brazil
China
USA
Portugal
United Kingdom
France
Germany
Sweden
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Population below
national poverty level
55·8%
50·0%
26·0%
13·4%
15·1%
18·0%
14·0%
6·2%
15·5%
7·0%

Question 6 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Urban and Rural China
Rural China

Urban China

•

Average annual income: 5,900 yuan

•

Average monthly income: 19,100 yuan

•

Proportion of household income spent
on food: 42%

•

Proportion of household income spent
on food: 36%

•

Population below poverty line: 26·2%

•

Population below poverty line: 4·1 %

•

Percentage of people with a university
degree: 0·7%

•

Percentage of people with a university
degree: 36·5%

Ownership of Selected Goods (per 100 Households)
•

Colour TV: 108·9

•

Colour TV: 135·6

•

Cars: 0·7

•

Cars: 10·9

•

Motor Cycles: 56·6

•

Motor Cycles: 22·4

•

Computers: 7·5

•

Computers: 65·7

•

Washing Machines: 53·1

•

Washing Machines: 96·0

•

Refrigerators: 37·1

•

Refrigerators: 95·3

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about
inequality and poverty in China?
You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
•

inequality in China compared with other countries.

•

the link between poverty and education.

•

differences between urban and rural areas.

•

the impact of inequality on society.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources. You should compare
information within and between Sources.
(8 marks)
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Question 6 (continued)
(d)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
China’s Ageing Population
China has a rapidly ageing population. The latest national census in China shows that
the number of elderly people in the country has greatly increased. At the same time, the
number of young people has decreased. However, recent figures from 2011 reveal that
the birth rate has shown a slight increase for the first time in years. In China, elderly
people are treated with a great deal of respect by the younger generations.
In the future, there will be fewer young people in China to pay for and care for its
growing elderly population. The government will find it harder to find the money to pay
for pensions, as more people will be claiming than ever before. On the other hand, the
government will be able to save money by building fewer schools and employing fewer
teachers than before. More will have to be spent building hospitals and care homes and
employing more people to train as doctors, nurses and all the other jobs associated with
health care. Health care spending has risen continuously from 2004 until 2012 and will
continue to do so.
Elderly people can continue to contribute to life and the economy in China. Many elderly
act as babysitters and child carers for their grandchildren allowing mothers and fathers to
go out and work. Not all elderly people in China retire — many continue to work and
contribute to the economy well after retiral age. Chinese families will continue to care for
their elderly relatives.
SOURCE 2
Factfile on China’s Ageing Population
•

Elderly use of health care products has increased from 11% in 2010 to 13% in 2012.

•

China’s population reached 1·34 billion in 2012 and it is estimated that the number of
over 60s will go from 167 million to 480 million in the next twenty years.

•

One growth area in China is travel and some tour operators have already seen
opportunities. An agency in Beijing has made tourism for the elderly its core business.

•

China is the first country to grow old before it has grown rich.

•

The building industry has taken on more workers to construct seniors apartments for
wealthy retired citizens in major cities of China.

•

Families see it as their responsibility to care for their elderly relatives in China.

•

Many people in rural areas have no pension plans and have to depend on family to
survive.

•

As the working population declines, jobs such as teachers and nurses will offer
increased wages to attract the best candidates including young mothers.

[X236/11/01]

Page twenty-eight

Question 6 (d) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Change in China’s working age population (aged 15-59) and elderly population
(aged 60 and over)
200

Millions of People

150

127
92

100
50

Aged 60 & over

Aged 15–59

163

23

17

105

92

74

59

41

31

1

0
–50

–100
1970–80

1980–90

1990–00

2000–10

2010–20

–65

–58

2020–30

2030–40

Year
Living arrangements of Chinese elderly people
2%
10%
Living with children
24%

Living with husband or wife

64%

Living alone
Other arrangements

China’s ageing population will result only in problems for the country.
View of Li Chan
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, give two reasons to support and two reasons
to oppose the view of Li Chan.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW CHECK THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED ONE QUESTION FROM EACH OF
SECTIONS A, B AND C
[X236/11/01]
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STUDY THEME 3C: THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
[You should answer all four parts of this question.]

In your answers to parts (a) and (b) you should give examples from the USA
Question 7
(a)

People in the USA are able to get involved in politics in their country
Describe, in detail, two ways that people in the USA are able to get involved in politics.
(4 marks)

(b)		

Some Americans think that immigration is good for the USA while others think
that it is bad for the USA.
Explain, in detail, why some Americans think that immigration is good for the USA
while others think that it is bad for the USA.
(6 marks)
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Question 7 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Income Inequality and Poverty in the USA
While some income inequality is usually seen as normal in countries, extreme inequality
between rich and poor is not. Although the United States is a rich country, there are
many poor people — and the gap between the rich and poor is growing. Income
inequality is a problem in many countries, but the USA is among the worst. There is also
a high level of inequality between the states in the USA.
The USA has one of the worst inequality figures compared to other rich countries. The
percentage of people who live below the poverty line in the USA is higher than some
other rich countries. The poorest people in America do not suffer the same sort of
poverty as those in the poorest countries of the world. Being poor in the USA can affect
your life with poorer people usually doing less well in education. Where you live in
America can also affect the level of poverty you may face.
People disagree about the impact of inequality on society. Many people in the USA
believe that inequality in income is not a bad thing. People who start successful
businesses and who work hard should be able to keep what they earn. Having wealthy
people in a country encourages people to make an effort to get a good lifestyle. People
with talent should be rewarded. Those on low incomes have not made good career or
lifestyle choices and it is only fair that they earn much less than those who are successful.
Others say that big income inequalities are not only bad for those at the bottom but for
society as a whole. Research has shown that it is not how rich a country is that is
important but how equal it is. More equal countries have a happier, healthier, and more
successful population. People in more equal societies live longer, fewer children die in
infancy, children do better in school, and there is more chance of improving your position
in society.
SOURCE 2
Inequality League Table (selected countries)

Most Unequal

Most Equal
[X236/11/01]

Rank

Country

1
2
16
27
42
71
91
100
124
136

Namibia
South Africa
Brazil
China
USA
Portugal
United Kingdom
France
Germany
Sweden
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Population below
national poverty level
55·8%
50·0%
26·0%
13·4%
15·1%
18·0%
14·0%
6·2%
15·5%
7·0%

Question 7 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Selected States in the USA
Poorer States
Mississippi

Texas

•

Average income: $36,851

•

Average income: $48,615

•

Households earning above $200,000:
2·1%

•

Households earning above $200,000:
4·8%

•

Population below poverty line: 20·8%

•

Population below poverty line: 15·7%

•

Percentage of adults with a high school
diploma: 72·9%

•

Percentage of adults with a high school
diploma: 75·7%

Richer States
California

Connecticut

•

Average income: $57,708

•

Average income: $64,032

•

Households earning above $200,000
7·2%

•

Households earning above $200,000:
10·3%

•

Population below poverty line: 13·8%

•

Population below poverty line: 10%

•

Percentage of adults with a high school
diploma: 76·8%

•

Percentage of adults with a high school
diploma: 84%

Use Sources 1,2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about inequality
and poverty in the USA?
You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
•

inequality in the USA compared with other countries.

•

the link between poverty and education.

•

differences between states.

•

the impact of inequality on society.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources. You should compare
information within and between Sources.
(8 marks)
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Question 7 (continued)
(d)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Asian Americans
Asian Americans make up nearly 6% of the US population. In an economy that
increasingly relies on highly skilled workers, they are the best-educated, highest-income
ethnic group in the country.
Asian Americans are a diverse population with distinctive languages, religions, cultures,
and histories. The six largest Asian American groups are: Chinese Americans, Filipino
Americans, Indian Americans, Vietnamese Americans, Korean Americans and Japanese
Americans. Not all Asian American groups are as successful as others.
Asian Americans are more satisfied than the general public with their lives overall and
only 12% say that they would rather have stayed in their country of origin. However,
some point out that Asian Americans may still face discrimination because of their race.
For some Asian Americans, poor English skills can lead to social isolation and lack of
success in the job market.
It is also said that the higher level of household income and wealth enjoyed by Asian
Americans is partly caused by larger households, containing more people. Some also
believe that the greater success of Asian Americans compared with other ethnic
minorities has resulted in poor community relations and ill-feeling between Asian
Americans and Black and Hispanic Americans.
SOURCE 2
Comparison between Asian Americans and other ethnic groups
Average Household Wealth

Average Household Income
US population
Asians
Whites
Hispanics
Blacks

US population

$49,800

Whites

$66,000

Asians

$54,000
$40,000

Blacks

$5,730

28
49
31

Whites
Blacks

18

Hispanics 13
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$83,500
$7,800

Percentage with College Degree

Asians

$112,000

Hispanics

$33,300

US population

$68,529

Question 7 (d) (continued)
SOURCE 2 (continued)
Comparison between Asian Americans and other ethnic groups (continued)
Percentage of Asians who say they
get on well with other ethnic groups

With Whites

26

With other US Asian groups

24

61

With Hispanics 16

59
56

With Blacks 15

9

48

11
19
28

Very well
Pretty well
Not well
SOURCE 3
Social and economic information about Asian American groups
Able to speak
English very well

Poverty Rate

Personally
experienced
discrimination

Chinese

43%

14%

21%

Filipino

66%

6%

19%

Indian

72%

9%

18%

Vietnamese

21%

15%

14%

Korean

30%

15%

20%

Japanese

39%

8%

9%

Asian Americans have a good life in the USA.
View of Maya Lin
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, give two reasons to support and two reasons
to oppose the view of Maya Lin.
Your answer must be based entirely on the Sources.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW CHECK THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED ONE QUESTION FROM EACH OF
SECTIONS A, B AND C
[X236/11/01]
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STUDY THEME 3D: THE EUROPEAN UNION
[You should answer all four parts of this question.]
In your answers to parts (a) and (b) you should give examples from
European Union member states
Question 8
(a)

The European Union gives help to its poorer member states.

		Describe, in detail, two ways in which the EU gives help to its poorer member states.
(4 marks)

(b)

Some people think that military cooperation between member states of the
European Union (EU) is good for the EU while others think it is bad for the EU.

		Explain, in detail, why some people think that military cooperation between member
states of the European Union is good for the EU while others think it is bad for the EU.
(6 marks)
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Question 8 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Income Inequality and Poverty in the European Union
While some income inequality is usually seen as normal in countries, extreme inequality
between rich and poor is not. In countries in the European Union, there are many poor
people as well as rich people and the gap between the rich and poor is growing. The EU
average figure for inequality compares well with other countries. Income inequality is a
problem in many countries but some countries are worse than others.
Some countries in the EU have more inequality than others. The poorest people in the
EU do not suffer the same sort of poverty as those in the poorest countries in the world.
Being poor in the EU can affect your life with poorer people doing less well in education.
Where you live in the EU can also affect the level of poverty you may face.
People disagree about the impact of inequality on society. Some people in the EU believe
that inequality in income is not a bad thing. People who start successful businesses and
who work hard should be able to keep what they earn. Having wealthy people in a
country encourages people to make an effort to get a good lifestyle. People with talent
should be rewarded. Those on low incomes may not have made good career or lifestyle
choices and it is only fair that they earn much less than those who are successful. Others
say that big income inequalities are not only bad for those at the bottom but for society as
a whole. Research has shown that it is not how rich a country is that is important but
how equal it is. More equal countries have a happier, healthier, and more successful
population. People in more equal societies live longer and fewer children die in infancy,
children do better in school, and there is more chance of improving your position in
society.
SOURCE 2
Inequality League Table (selected non-EU Countries)
Rank
Country
Population below
national poverty level
Most Unequal
1
Namibia
55·8%
2
South Africa
50·0%
16
Brazil
26·0%
27
China
13·4%
42
USA
15·1%
74
Japan
16·0%
93
Switzerland
6·9%
100
Canada
9·4%
114
EU Average
16·4%
122
Belarus
7·0%
Most Equal
130
Iceland
10·0%
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Question 8 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Selected Member States in the EU
Poorer Countries
Portugal

Bulgaria

•

Average monthly income: €1,012

•

Average monthly income: €378

•

Unemployment rate: 15·7%

•

Unemployment rate: 12·6%

•

Population at risk of poverty: 42%

•

Population at risk of poverty: 23 %

•

Percentage of people who have
completed upper secondary education:
60%

•

Percentage of population who have
completed upper secondary education:
80%

Richer Countries
Germany

Sweden

•

Average monthly income: €3,502

•

Average monthly income: €3,002

•

Unemployment rate: 4%

•

Unemployment rate: 5·7%

•

Population at risk of poverty: 19%

•

Population at risk of poverty: 16%

•

Percentage of population who have
completed upper secondary education:
86%

•

Percentage of population who have
completed upper secondary education:
82%

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about
inequality and poverty in the European Union?
You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
•

inequality in the EU as a whole compared with non-EU states.

•

the link between poverty and education.

•

differences between EU member states.

•

the impact of inequality on society.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources. You should compare
information within and between Sources.
(8 marks)
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Question 8 (continued)
(d)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
The movement of people in the European Union
The free movement of people means EU citizens can migrate freely between member
states to live, work, study or retire in another country. A large proportion of migrants in
recent years have come from countries such as Poland and Romania. They bring their
skills to other countries where they may work for a few years
Many, who are against the free movement of people, fear that it may bring more crime,
and some believe that it will lead to a loss of national identity. Others say that free
movement benefits a country as immigrants bring in some of their own culture such as
music and food. Students going to other countries to study also bring benefits as many
may remain in the new country where they contribute to the economy. Attitudes to the
free movement of people vary across Europe. Since the recession began in 2008,
attitudes towards immigrants have hardened as there are fewer jobs to go around and this
has created tension between native workers and immigrants.
However, much of the argument about migration is around its economic costs and
benefits. Some say that immigrants are taking the jobs of local workers, and lowering the
level of wages. Others argue that it has long-term benefits for the economy, providing
skills which are in short supply and helping to boost economic growth as increased
numbers of immigrants spend more and pay more in taxes than they receive in benefits.
Many migrants eventually return home and make a good life for themselves while
contributing to their home economies.
SOURCE 2
Views and Facts on Immigration
Very Bad Neither Good Very
Bad
Good
Good
or Bad

60
57
55
50
48
48
45
40
35
33
30
28
27
25 25
20
15
10
5
0

Denmark
France
Germany
Italy
Netherlands
Spain
UK

Percentage %

Percentage of people who
are unhappy about the
level of immigration
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Impact on UK’s
Cultural Life
Impact on UK’s
Economy

16%

21%

19%

23%

19%

17%

24%

14%

15%

12%

Number of Students from
Other EU Countries
Denmark

7,000

France

46,000

Germany

125,000

Italy

17,000

Netherlands

12,000

Spain

11,000

UK

104,000
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Question 8 (d) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Factfile on the Free Movement of People in the European Union
•

Increased migration resulting from the agreement on the free movement of people has
been good for the economies of the European Union.

•

Trade unions in many EU countries are concerned that the free movement of workers
may result in employers sacking local workers to employ foreign workers who are paid
less.

•

The free movement of people will make it more difficult to provide affordable
housing in many EU countries.

•

The free movement of people ensures that one of the original aims of the EU can be
met as it helps to raise living standards.

•

Some of the poorer EU countries may be left with a shortage of skilled workers.

•

In EU countries, where there is a shortage of skilled workers, the free movement of
workers helps to solve this problem.

•

The recession has resulted in more people falling into poverty and this is made worse
by the free movement of people.

•

The free movement of people has resulted in workers going to other countries and
then returning with enough money to set up businesses in their own country.

The free movement of people is good for the European Union.
View of Maria Vassiliou
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, give two reasons to support and two reasons
to oppose the view of Maria Vassiliou.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW CHECK THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED ONE QUESTION FROM EACH OF
SECTIONS A, B AND C
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STUDY THEME 3E: DEVELOPMENT IN BRAZIL
[You should answer all four parts of this question.]
In your answers to parts (a) and (b) you should give examples from Brazil
Question 9
(a)

People in Brazil are able to get involved in politics in their country.

		Describe, in detail, two ways that people in Brazil are able to get involved in politics.
(4 marks)
(b)

Some Brazilians think that the development of the Amazon is good for Brazil while
others think it is bad for Brazil.

		Explain, in detail, why some Brazilians think that the development of the Amazon is
good for Brazil while others think it is bad for Brazil.
(6 marks)
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Question 9 (continued)
(c)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Income Inequality and Poverty in Brazil
While some income inequality is usually seen as normal in countries, extreme inequality
between rich and poor is not. Although Brazil is a rich South American country, there
are far more poor people than rich ones. Income inequality is a problem in many
countries, but Brazil is among the worst. There is also a high level of inequality between
the regions in Brazil.
Brazil has one of the worst inequality figures compared to other countries. The
percentage of people who live below the poverty line in Brazil is higher than many other
countries. The poorest people in Brazil do not suffer the same sort of poverty as those in
the very poorest countries of the world. Being poor can affect your life with poorer
people usually doing less well in education. Where you live in Brazil can also affect the
level of poverty you may face.
People disagree about the impact of inequality on society. Many people believe that it is
not a bad thing. People who start successful businesses and who work hard should be
able to keep most of what they earn. Having wealthy people in a country encourages
others to make an effort to have a good lifestyle. People with talent should be rewarded.
Those on low incomes may not have made good career or lifestyle choices and it is only
fair that they earn less than those who are successful. Others say that income inequality is
bad for a country. They say that big income inequalities are not only bad for those at the
bottom but for society as a whole. People in more equal societies live longer and a smaller
proportion of children die in infancy; children do better in school. Inequality also leads
to social unrest. Common causes of social unrest are about pay and conditions at work or
disputes over land rights which may lead to violence.
SOURCE 2
Inequality League Table (selected countries)

Most Unequal

Most Equal
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Rank

Country

1
2
16
27
42
71
91
100
124
136

Namibia
South Africa
Brazil
China
USA
Portugal
United Kingdom
France
Germany
Sweden
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Population below
national poverty level
55·8%
50·0%
26·0%
13·4%
15·1%
18·0%
14·0%
6·2%
15·5%
7·0%

Question 9 (c) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Selected Regions in Brazil
Poorer Regions
Northeast

North

•

Average monthly income: R$945 (Real)

•

Average monthly income: R$1,128 (Real)

•

Percentage urban poverty: 38%

•

Percentage urban poverty: 30%

•

Percentage rural poverty: 55%

•

Percentage rural poverty: 46%

•

Percentage of people without an education •
or incomplete school education: 59%

Percentage of people without an education
or incomplete education: 56%

Richer Regions
Southeast

South

•

Average monthly income: R$1,575 (Real)

•

Average monthly income: R$1,512 (Real)

•

Percentage urban poverty: 14%

•

Percentage urban poverty: 12%

•

Percentage rural poverty: 28%

•

Percentage rural poverty: 17%

•

Percentage of people without an education •
or incomplete education: 44%

Percentage of people without an education
or incomplete education: 46%

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, what conclusions can be drawn about
inequality and poverty in Brazil?
You should reach conclusions about at least three of the following:
•

inequality in Brazil compared with other countries.

•

the link between poverty and education.

•

differences between regions.

•

the impact of inequality on society.

Your conclusions must be supported by evidence from the Sources. You should compare
information within and between Sources.
(8 marks)
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Question 9 (continued)
(d)		 Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.
SOURCE 1
Crime in Brazil
Brazil hosted the 2014 World Cup and will host the Olympic Games in 2016 in Rio de Janeiro.
Attention is not only on the progress of its stadiums but how well the authorities are
tackling high levels of crime. Police and politicians in Rio are all too aware that the city
has to be safe enough to welcome the increasing numbers of visitors to the city during the
games.
In Brazil’s larger cities, violent crimes such as murder, kidnapping, carjacking, armed
assault, and burglary occur regularly. Street crime is a problem, especially in the evenings
and late at night. Caution is required when travelling at night due to the potential for
roadside robberies. A phenomenon called “quicknapping” is an on-going criminal
activity in which people using cashpoint machines are kidnapped at gun point and taken
to several cashpoint machines to withdraw cash.
In response to the high levels of crime the government introduced permanent police
forces called Police Pacification Units which are permanently based in the favelas in cities
such as Rio. Police Pacification Units target gangs and drug dealers. As a result, levels of
violent crime reported in Rio, have fallen significantly.
Although the drop in crime is encouraging, the statistics are still a concern. Over the next
few years the Brazilian Government will be working hard to make Brazil a safe country
for people to visit as tourists and enjoy the Olympic Games.

SOURCE 2
Percentage who agreed with the statement:
“I feel safe when I walk the streets of my town/city”
City
Bela Horizonte
Brasília
Recife
Rio de Janeiro
Salvador
São Paulo
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2008
47%
66%
42%
41%
66%
43%
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2012
47%
67%
44%
46%
68%
45%
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Question 9 (d) (continued)
SOURCE 3
Crime statistics for Rio de Janeiro 2003–2011
9000
8500
8000

Murders

7500
7000
6500
6000
5500
5000
4500
4000
150,000

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007
Years

2008

2009

2010

2011

145,000
140,000
Robberies

135,000
130,000
125,000
120,000
115,000
110,000
105,000
100,000

Crime continues to be a serious problem in Brazil.
View of Jose Silva
Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, give two reasons to support and two reasons
to oppose the view of Jose Silva.
Your answer must be based on all the Sources.
You must use information from each Source in your answer.
(8 marks)
NOW CHECK THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED ONE QUESTION FROM EACH OF
SECTIONS A, B AND C
[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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