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The Importance of being Valid 

The essential argument of this seminar is that current notions of validity in 
assessment run the risk of ignoring the vital role of question and mark scheme 
writers in ensuring that assessments are valid. I will suggest an alternative model, 
which does not conflict with the main features of the current model, but which has 
much more to offer test constructors, and should ensure more valid assessment. 

• Purposes and Validity 

• The nature of evidence for assessment 

• Importance statements  

• ‘Constructive Alignment’ 

• Validity for test constructors 

• Maintaining validity through the development process 
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