
Term Definition 
Lapsing period When an SVQ reaches the end of its accreditation period and has been 

overtaken by another SVQ or has been withdrawn, it is said to be in its 
‘lapsing period’. The lapsing period is also known as the ‘run-on-
period’. The length of the lapsing period is dependent upon the level of 
an SVQ. For example, a level 1 or level 2 SVQ has a two year lapsing 
period, a level 3 has three years, levels 4 and 5 have four years. Thus, if 
an SVQ at level 2 enters its lapsing period at 31 July 2001 then the 
lapsing period ends at 31 July 2003. During the lapsing period no new 
centres should be approved for the SVQ, nor should any new candidate 
be entered. However, candidates who have been entered for the SVQ 
prior to the lapsing period can complete and be certificated during this 
period. 

Re-accreditation This refers to the situation where an SVQ has been updated (due to 
revision work on the National Occupational Standards) and the new 
SVQ replaces the previous SVQ. A re-accredited SVQ may replace 
more than one current SVQ. 

Re-accreditation date When an SVQ is accredited, it has a finite period (see ‘Accreditation 
period’). The period is in the format ‘from’ and ‘to’. This last date is 
the re-accreditation date and is the date by which a revised SVQ should 
be available for re-accreditation. In some cases, it is necessary to 
extend the accreditation period (see ‘Extension’). 

Run-on-period See ‘Lapsing period’. 
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