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          14 January 2009   
Our ref: NMcP/CM/BACS  
Dear Colleague

Scottish Science Baccalaureate and Scottish Languages Baccalaureate update

In December 2008, SQA issued a pack to all centres with information on the Scottish Science Baccalaureate and Scottish Languages Baccalaureate which will be available to centres from August 2009, subject to SQA’s normal approval process. This pack included general information on the Scottish Baccalaureate, including:

· the background to development
· rationale
· details of the Baccalaureate specification and the Interdisciplinary Project
· information on the support available to centres
· information for parents and learners
· a response form for centres who plan to offer the Scottish Baccalaureate in August 2009

We can now provide you with further information on the assessment and quality assurance of the Interdisciplinary Project Unit.
It is very important that centres who wish to offer the Scottish Science Baccalaureate and/or the Scottish Languages Baccalaureate make a copy of the attached information available to relevant staff.

The information is also available to download from SQA’s website www.sqa.org.uk/baccalaureates
I have also attached another copy of the form for you to use if your centre is planning to offer a Scottish Baccalaureate in August 2009.  The form should be returned to SQA by Friday 30th January 2009.
SQA will be sending further information to centres between now and the end of March when all Baccalaureate Arrangements documents will be published on SQA’s website. This information will include a Scottish Baccalaureate leaflet for learners, and an invitation to an early support event for centres planning to offer a Scottish Baccalaureate in August 2009. This support event will take place at the beginning of March.
I hope this information is useful to you. If you require further information on any aspects of the Baccalaureate, please contact SQA’s Customer Contact Centre on 0845 279 1000 or e-mail: customer@sqa.org.uk
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Lena Gray

Head of Policy and New Products
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