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Baccalaureate Interdisciplinary Project

Languages - Exemplar 1 
Grade: A

“Languages – lessons to be learned?”

Language Exemplar 1 (A Grade) 
Proposal:

This is a very well thought-out proposal, with aims and objectives clearly stated and elaborated. The candidate’s expectations are realistic, involving her in both research and practical work and investigations, which together will allow the development of both cognitive and generic skills, a prerequisite of the Interdisciplinary Project. The comprehensive consideration of skills development as the project evolves is particularly commendable, and the candidate makes frequent reference to how her involvement in the project will impact on her future career. 

The proposal clearly satisfies all of both the C and A criteria and, as is stated in the Assessor Comments, the candidate expresses herself in a very articulate manner. 

2). Plan:

The detail of the plan reflects the statements made in the project proposal. The plan is well-conceived, with clear timescales and statements of objectives which illustrate the candidate’s understanding of the task which lies ahead. The only criticism might be that there is perhaps insufficient reference here to the background research which is to be undertaken to establish the framework for the practical investigation, but it is clear from the candidate’s presentation that this was an important part of the overall project. 

The following aspects of the plan are to be commended:

* the candidate’s  intention to monitor the effectiveness of her primary school lessons with as wide a range of pupils as possible;

* the production of both a written report and an associated oral presentation, meaning that her findings will not be restricted to the audience to whom she makes her presentation, but will be available to any other interested parties;

* her consideration of resources, both human and material, to which she will require access if the project is to be successful;

* the on-going evaluation of the progress of the project through a weekly log, which at the same time will record her self-evaluation and the evaluation of her work by other involved parties.

Overall, despite the omission referred to earlier, this is a very robust project plan, in which the candidate shows a clear understanding of the different stages of the project and their implications. 

3). Presentation:

It is obvious from the presentation that the candidate has gone to great lengths to research and provide general information on the attitudes towards foreign language learning in the UK and in Europe in order to provide her with the backdrop to the more specific investigation into how languages are taught in primary schools in the UK, France and Spain, with her own experiences contributing substantially to her findings. 

Her comprehensive account of her findings and experiences more than fulfil the requirements for an A award for this part of the project. Her commitment to the task is obvious, and despite shortcomings (many of which she anticipated and for which she had contingency plans in place), she feels that she has gained greatly in confidence as a result of her involvement in the project. For example, she comments on how she learned on her feet from her first teaching experiences, taking account of problems encountered as she developed her skills in this area. Although everything did not go to plan, she was able to reach clear conclusions which she conveyed to her audience by using and developing her ICT skills to a level which she had not anticipated at the outset.

Points to note:

* her exposition of the difficulties she encountered and how she resolved them;

* her effective management of information from a wide range of sources and resources;

* the development of her knowledge in the areas which she chose to research;

* the development of her ICT skills by the choice of a Powerpoint presentation.

The very full Assessor Comments on the presentation illustrate that the candidate fulfilled this part of the task in an extremely competent manner. Of particular note is the fact that she anticipated the evaluation stages of her project by asking the audience for feedback both on the content of her presentation and on her effectiveness in its delivery.

4). Evaluation of project:

The candidate’s evaluation of her project shows evidence of a thoughtful assessment of the project outcomes, backed-up by well-researched documentation. She is clear in her own mind that parts of the project did not work out as anticipated, and one of the strengths of her evaluation is the fact that she argues strongly and convincingly that lessons learned stood her in good stead and allowed her to successfully implement contingency plans. Her communication skills have clearly benefited from a wide spectrum of contacts, from primary school pupils to academics, both in English and in the languages she is studying. While she realises that her use of French and Spanish was perhaps more limited than she had initially hoped for or intended, she nevertheless clearly enjoyed developing her foreign language skills in contexts and scenarios outwith her normal learning environment. 
5). Self-evaluation:

The candidate’s extensive critical reflection on all areas of her performance and development in the course of the project mirrors the efforts which she has made to produce an extremely competent piece of work. She has clearly enjoyed the challenge, developing her confidence and her interactive skills to an extent which both she and her teacher / assessor recognise. 

Her sense of achievement is summed up in her final statement:

“ I am proud of myself for taking on this project, culminating in a 30-minute presentation and accompanying portfolio of evidence that engaged an adult audience and on which I received excellent feedback, and hope that I can take the combination of skills and lessons I have learned and use them in the future”. 

Conclusion. 

The Assessor Comments on the award of the Overall Grade sum up the candidate’s commitment and conscientious approach to an interesting and rewarding project. The only criticism in what is an otherwise excellent piece of work is the lack of emphasis in the planning stage, where she outlines her objectives, on the research part of the project. However, this is a minor issue given the impressive manner in which the project has been conducted from beginning to end. 

The Quality Forum. 

The teacher representative made it clear in her discussion with the External Verifiers that frequent meetings between herself and the candidate had taken place in the course of the project, and that internal verification had been robust and effective, involving a collegiate approach to assessment and verification, a quality assurance calendar and both formal and informal meetings. 

