Hazelhead Academy (Callum’s Experience)

Callum: It seemed like a big challenge and I quite like having a big challenge to work towards and it involves science which I really enjoy and a project – I’ve never done something where you’re so independent, so I wanted to just see what it was like and  I really enjoyed doing it. 

Well, I decided to investigate the drug orlistat, which you might know as ‘Alli’  and it’s a weight-loss aid and I wanted to find out if it really was effective in helping you reduce your weight and if it could help with diabetes and things like that. So I got in contact with Aberdeen University and I got a facilitator – that’s what it’s called – and I went to the university to do experimental work to see it’s actions, to see if it worked. I did surveys, for teachers and pupils at my school, I also did an interview with a pharmacist to find their experiences with selling and seeing if it’s worked for anyone and I also did a research and review paper on the drug, just to find out the pros and cons and things like that. 

I learnt some more skills – interpersonal skills, planning, all sorts of things like that, I learnt more about how you need to manage your time; I needed to set a lot of my own deadlines so I needed to this for a certain date, I only really had the actual final project deadline to meet so I had to – for each individual part of my project make my own deadlines. I learnt new scientific skills, and just research skills and things like that. 

Well, I think they’ll help me a lot for university for projects at university and how to write a really professional project and it’s just helped me find out more about hoe you can find things – maybe from the internet and books and things for resources and how to use them and just get more familiar with that kind of learning environment, so it will just help me a lot when I go to university really.

