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Why consult children and young people?

“…. Opportunities to participate in collective decision-making and scope for independent initiatives by children are very restricted.  This is due partly to an unwillingness to change social relationships and partly to the fact that policy-making is dominated by the perspectives and interests of adults.  It is absolutely essential to involve children and young people if the alienation of young adults is to be avoided and opportunities to build a dynamic society for the future are to be created”

(Save the Children, 1997)
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“The UNCRC’s emphasis of the right to participate moves beyond a limited shopping list vision of rights, towards a more open and uncertain agenda in which children and young people can shape their future and make new demands of adult society” 

(Roche and Tucker, 1997)
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In 1990 the World Summit for Children declared that: ‘The Convention on the Rights of the Child provides a new opportunity to make respect for children’s rights and welfare truly universal’.


As a signatory the Government is obliged to respect Article 12, which states that a child has the right to express an opinion and to have that opinion taken into account, in all matters affecting the child.


The UK Government submitted its second report in 1998 and as part of this process the then Scottish Office commissioned Save the Children to carry out the Our Lives consultation 

(Save the Children, 1999).

The Convention has 54 Articles in total and four of these Articles have been identified as ‘general principles’ that underlies every other area of rights.

The Basic Principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

The General Principles

· Non-discrimination
· Best interests of the child
· The right to survival and development
· The views of the child

The Convention can be described as being concerned with the three “Ps” of provision (of services), protection and participation:

Provision:  
all the rights in the Convention must be available to all children without discrimination of any kind.

Protection:  
the child’s best interests must be a primary consideration in all actions concerning them.

Participation:
the child’s views must be considered and taken into account in all matters affecting them.




Legislation which links to the UN Convention

Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc (Scotland) Act 2000

The Children (Scotland) Act 1995
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