CORE YOUTH WORK TRAINING PROGRAMME



The Scottish Executive wants to listen to the views and ideas from children and young people all over Scotland.  The Action Programme from Youth provides an opportunity and framework to listen to what everyone has to say.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

“The UNCRC’s emphasis of the right to participate moves beyond a limited shopping list vision of rights towards a more open and uncertain agenda in which children and young people can shape their future and make new demands of adult society” (Roche and Tucker, 1997)

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a set of rights for all children under 18, to make sure they are treated fairly, taken care of and have a right to an opinion on things that affect them.  In 1989 it was passed through the UN General Assembly and became a legally binding document.  In 1990 the World Summit for Children declared that: ‘The Convention on the Rights of the Child provides a new opportunity to make respect for children’s rights and welfare truly universal’.

In 1991 the United Kingdom (UK) Government agreed to sign up to the Convention and to ensure that children knew about it.  As a signatory the Government is obliged to respect Article 12, which states that a child has the right to express an opinion and to have that opinion taken into account, in all matters affecting the child.   Every five years governments report to the Committee regarding the compliance with the Convention.  The UK Government submitted its second report in 1998 and as part of this process the then Scottish Office commissioned Save the Children to carry out the Our Lives consultation (Save the Children, 1999).

The UN Convention encourages the valuing of children as active participants, entitled to rights and freedoms, capable of expressing opinions and assuming responsibilities in the family and society.  The Convention has 54 Articles in total and four of these Articles have been identified as ‘general principles’ that underlie every other area of rights.  A number of the other articles also relate to participation.



The Basic Principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

The General Principles

· Non-discrimination
Article 2 is concerned with forming a commitment to anti-discriminatory practice and states that all the rights in the UNCRC must apply without discrimination based on “race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status” to all children.

· Best interests of the child
Article 3:  the best interests of the child are to be a primary consideration in all actions concerning the child.

· The right to survival and development
Article 6: the child’s right to life and optimum possible survival and development.

· The views of the child
Article 12:  One of the most crucial principles is concerned with respecting and acting upon children’s views and opinions.  This article is about respect for the child’s view in all matters affecting the child and giving children the opportunity to be heard in judicial or administrative proceedings affecting the child.

Other participation-related Articles

Article 13:  the child’s right to obtain and make known information, and to express his or her views, unless this would violate the rights of others.

Article 15:  the right of children to meet with others and to join or set up associations, unless the fact of doing so violates the rights of others.


Article 17:  the state should ensure that information is accessible to children from a diverse range of sources and should take steps to protect children from harmful materials.

The Convention can be described as being concerned with the three “Ps” of provision (of services), protection and participation:

Provision:  all the rights in the Convention must be available to all children without discrimination of any kind.

Protection:  the child’s best interests must be a primary consideration in all actions concerning them.

Participation:  the child’s views must be considered and taken into account in all matters affecting them.

Legislation which links to the UN Convention

Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc (Scotland) Act 2000

The Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc.  (Scotland) Act requires pupils to be consulted on all school development plans and incorporates broad principles from the UN Convention.

The Children (Scotland) Act 1995

The Children (Scotland) Act is the first attempt in Scotland to make law based on the principles of the UN Convention.  It emphasises that professionals should work in partnership to ensure the best interests of children.
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