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Introduction

SQA have a range of Higher National Certificate and Diploma Qualifications available to colleges and students.   These qualifications were designed to have a close relationship with major vendor examinations and academic programmes.  HNC or HND programmes can assist candidates to prepare for vendor examinations and candidates who already hold vendor certifications can use these to obtain credit transfer for SQA Higher National Units.

Many of the units initially developed for the HN Computer Networking frameworks have since been incorporated into the HN Computing frameworks and a range of professional development awards (PDAs). The information given in this document applies irrespective of the context in which the Units are delivered.

This document is of an advisory nature. The final decision on whether or not to grant credit transfer must be made by the centre and is subject to external moderation. However, external moderators are unlikely to raise objections to any credit transfer based on the advice given here.

SQA provide clear criteria for deciding if two syllabuses are equivalent. All the following criteria must be satisfied if full credit transfer is to be recognised between both syllabuses:

1. The syllabuses have the same SCQF levels.

2. The syllabuses have the similar credit values (or equivalent).

3. The syllabuses are equivalent in terms of core skill coverage.

4. The syllabuses relate to the same subject area and the main topics are common to both.

5. The syllabuses present a similar level of cognitive demand.

6. The syllabuses encompass similar skill-sets.

7. The syllabuses are contemporary in terms of terminology, techniques and technology.

8. Employers, admission officers and other users would perceive both syllabuses as broadly equivalent.

9. The assessment demands are similar in terms of candidate activity and performance criteria, or candidates would be equally likely to pass both assessments.

10. Special conditions (where they exist) are applicable to both syllabuses.

Since the units in the Computer Networking frameworks were designed to match closely to vendor examinations, all of the above criteria can be met. 
Vendor certifications are understood by industry and commerce to ensure that individuals possessing them have all the competences necessary to fulfil the appropriate employment objectives including knowledge, understanding and the necessary practical skills. Thus, credit transfer granted to a candidates on the basis of vendor examination passes will cover all aspects of an HN Unit.

The following guidance relates to specific vendor certification. Centres are free to consider any form of alternative evidence, and accept this as evidence of competence if they consider that it fully satisfies a unit’s requirements. However, centre decisions are subject to external moderation.
Credit transfer for the Cisco Network Academy (CNA) and Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) and related Exams.

The main Cisco Network Academy Programme curriculum (CCNA) consists of two curriculum: Discoverer and Explorer. Each curriculum contains four elements, each of which is assessed by means of an end-of-unit test and a set of skills tests. Candidates who complete an end-of-unit test and the associated skills tests successfully can obtain full credit transfer for the relevant HN Units as shown below. 

The Cisco Network Academy Programme also prepares candidates to sit the Cisco Certified Network Associate Exam (CCNA, CCENT, ICND 1 and ICND2 exams). Candidates can also sit these exams independently of the Network Academy Programme. 

Successful completion of these can give candidates credit transfer, for the knowledge and skills component only, as detailed below.

FULL CREDIT TRANSFER is available for Candidates completing Cisco Networking Academy Program prior to November 2007

Overview

Current SQA units were developed around the content of CCNA 3.0 and provide FULL credit transfer where candidates complete the Networking Academy Program.

Credit transfer arrangements

Candidates can obtain full credit transfer on a unit by unit basis from both underpinning theory and knowledge AND practical skills.

Evidence Requirements

Candidates seeking full credit transfer should present a valid completion certificate for each of the Networking Academy curriculum elements, as awarded by the Cisco Networking Academy. There is no requirement to maintain log books of practical activities nor to deliver SQA end of unit multiple choice assessments. 

	CCNA v3.0
	SQA Unit
	SQA Title
	Credit Transfer for Practical Skills
	Credit Transfer for under pinning theory and knowledge

	Networking Basics
	DF9X 35
	Networking Technology
	Yes
	Yes

	Routers and Routing Basics
	DF9Y 35
	Routing Technology
	Yes
	Yes

	Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing
	DG09 35
	Switching Technology
	Yes
	Yes

	WAN Technologies
	DG0A 35
	Internetworking Technology
	Yes
	Yes


FULL CREDIT TRANSFER is available for Candidates completing Cisco Networking Academy DISCOVERER Curriculum  

Overview

The Discoverer curriculum contains four courses – structured by practical network environments with an emphasis on practical skills. 

This teaches networking based on practical application, Maps more directly to everyday experiences with networks and covers key networking concepts based on the types of network environments students may encounter, Uses easy-to-follow labs, Provides general theory and Offers a career-oriented approach to learning networking. This course is designed to make IT relevant, encourage students to consider further education in IT, and help students prepare for entry-level IT careers Prepares students for entry-level IT careers as early as the first two courses with CCENT certification.

Credit transfer arrangements

Candidates must complete ALL four elements to obtain credit transfer as there is no 1 to 1 mapping to the CCNA 1-4 and SQA equivalent units. The sequencing of elements of the new course differs significantly from the old CCNA and SQA units. The SQA units cover a subset of the new Discoverer Curriculum.

Where candidates complete ALL four elements of the discoverer Curriculum, they may obtain full credit transfer for ALL four SQA units. 

Evidence Requirements

Candidates seeking full credit transfer should present a valid completion certificate for each of the Four Discoverer curriculum elements, as awarded by the Cisco Networking Academy. There is no requirement to maintain log books of practical activities nor to deliver SQA end of unit multiple choice assessments. 

Credit Transfer: SQA Units and Discoverer Curriculum
	SQA Unit
	SQA Title
	CCNA v3.0 course
	Discoverer Course
	Comparison with CCNA v3.0

	DF9X 35
	Networking Technology
	Networking Basics


	Networking for Home and Small Businesses


	No complete     1-to-1 mapping



	DF9Y 35
	Routing Technology
	Routers and Routing Basics


	Working at a Small-to-Medium Business or ISP


	New course with elements throughout QA units



	DG09 35
	Switching Technology
	Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing


	Introducing Routing and Switching in the Enterprise


	New order, 
flow, 
and format for existing course



	DG0A 35
	Internetworking Technology
	WAN Technologies


	Designing and Supporting Computer Networks
	Different focus on practical application, theory, soft skills


FULL CREDIT TRANSFER is available for Candidates completing Cisco Networking Academy EXPLORER Curriculum  

Overview

The Explorer curriculum contains four courses – structured by protocols and technologies within various topologies. The course is designed for students with advanced problem solving and analytical skills, such as those who are pursuing degrees in engineering, math, or science. This course teaches networking based on technology concepts, allows students to learn skills in a more rigorous, comprehensive, theoretical, and practical way that is reflective of standard college and university-level educational practices, Uses language that allows for integration with engineering concepts and includes complex and challenging hands-on practical labs.

Credit Transfer Arrangements

Candidates must complete ALL four elements to obtain credit transfer as there is significant changes to content and CCNA 1-4 /SQA equivalent units. The sequencing of elements of the new course differs significantly from the old CCNA and SQA units. The SQA units cover a subset of the new Explorer Curriculum.

Where candidates complete ALL four elements of the Explorer Curriculum, they may obtain full credit transfer for ALL four SQA units. 

Evidence Requirements

Candidates seeking full credit transfer should present a valid completion certificate for each of the Four Explorer curriculum elements, as awarded by the Cisco Networking Academy. There is no requirement to maintain log books of practical activities nor to deliver SQA end of unit multiple choice assessments

Credit Transfer: SQA Units and Explorer Curriculum
	SQA Unit
	SQA Title
	CCNA v3.0 course
	Explorer Course
	Comparison with CCNA v3.0

	DF9X 35
	Networking Technology
	Networking Basics
	Network Fundamentals


	53% change of content



	DF9Y 35
	Routing Technology
	Routers and Routing Basics
	Routing Protocols and Concepts


	9% change of content



	DG09 35
	Switching Technology
	Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing
	LAN Switching and Wireless


	22% change of content



	DG0A 35
	Internetworking Technology
	WAN Technologies
	Accessing the WAN


	23% change of content




PARTIAL CREDIT TRANSFER is available to holders of Professional Vendor Exams obtained from November 2007 onwards

Overview

Content for the SQA units appear as a subset of the CCNA exam. This is dispersed throughout both ICND 1 640-822 and ICND 2 640-816 exams. Candidates can present both ICND 1 and ICND 2 to obtain a CCNA or present CCENT and ICND 2 to obtain a CCNA. 

Credit Transfer Arrangements
Since the professional exam does not provide full skills based assessments in a practical lab environment, candidates cannot gain full credit transfer. Partial Credit transfer is available for under pinning theory and knowledge only. Given the dispersal of the content of four SQA units throughout both ICND 1 /CCENT and ICND 2 no credit transfer is offered for these awards where they are presented as individual exams. Candidates must present either 640-802 or 640-816 and 640-822

Evidence Requirements

Evidence requirements for partial credit transfer is the possession of a valid certificate for either CCNA 640-802 OR possession of both ICND 1 640-822 and ICND 2 640-816. Other combinations are detailed in the table below. CCNA exams with earlier certification numbers such as 640-607 or 640-507 will not qualify for credit transfer.

Where candidates wish to use a valid professional vendor exam to obtain partial credit transfer, candidates are required to complete practical elements and maintain evidence in the form a logbook OR complete Cisco Networking Academy skills tests providing evidence in the form of end of unit completion certificates as awarded by the Cisco Networking Academy. 

Credit Transfer: SQA and Professional Vendor Exams after November 2007

	Vendor Exam
	SQA Unit
	SQA Title
	Commentary

	CCNA 640-802
	DF9X 35 

DF9Y 35 

DG09 35 

DG0A 35 
	Networking Technology

Routing Technology

Switching Technology

Internetworking Technology
	Content of SQA Units forms a subset of knowledge assessed in this exam, candidates presenting this qualification are exempt from the theory element of ALL four units. 

	CCENT 640-822

&

ICND 2 640-816
	DF9X 35 

DF9Y 35 

DG09 35 

DG0A 35
	Networking Technology

Routing Technology

Switching Technology

Internetworking Technology
	Content of SQA Units forms a subset of knowledge assessed in these exams, candidates presenting this combination of qualifications are exempt from the theory element of ALL four units.

	ICND 1 640-822

&

ICND 2 640-816
	DF9X 35 

DF9Y 35 

DG09 35 

DG0A 35 
	Networking Technology

Routing Technology

Switching Technology

Internetworking Technology
	Content of SQA Units forms a subset of knowledge assessed in these exams, candidates presenting this combination of qualifications are exempt from the theory element of ALL four units.

	CCENT 640-822
	N/A
	N/A
	There is no credit transfer for this qualification as the content forms elements from four SQA units. This does not lead to completion of any individual SQA unit

	ICND 1 640-822
	N/A
	N/A
	There is no credit transfer for this qualification as the content forms elements from four SQA units. This does not lead to completion of any individual SQA unit

	ICND 2 640-816
	N/A
	N/A
	There is no credit transfer for this qualification as the content forms elements from four SQA units. This does not lead to completion of any individual SQA unit


PARTIAL CREDIT TRANSFER is available to holders of Professional Vendor Exams obtained prior to November 2007

Overview

Exams obtained prior to November 2007 for the 640-801, 640-811 and 640-821 stream map to the underpinning knowledge and theory element of the SQA Units exactly.  

Credit Transfer Arrangements

Since the professional exam does not provide full skills based assessments in a practical lab environment, candidates cannot gain full credit transfer. Partial Credit transfer is available for under pinning theory and knowledge only. 

Evidence requirements

Evidence requirements for partial credit transfer would be possession of a valid certificate. 
Evidence requirements for partial credit transfer is the possession of a valid certificate for either 640-801 OR possession of valid certificates for 640-811 AND 640-821. CCNA exams with earlier certification numbers such as 640-607 or 640-507 will not qualify for credit transfer.

Where candidates wish to use a valid professional vendor exam to obtain full credit transfer, candidates are required to complete practical elements and maintain evidence in the form a logbook OR complete Cisco Networking Academy skills tests providing evidence in the form of end of unit completion certificates as awarded by the Cisco Networking Academy. 

Credit Transfer: SQA Units and Vendor Exams obtained prior to November 2007

	Vendor Exam
	CCNA v3.0
	SQA Unit
	SQA Title
	Credit Transfer for Practical Skills
	Credit Transfer for under pinning theory and knowledge

	CCNA 640-801
	Networking Basics
	DF9X 35
	Networking Technology
	No
	Yes

	
	Routers and Routing Basics
	DF9Y 35
	Routing Technology
	No
	Yes

	
	Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing
	DG09 35
	Switching Technology
	No
	Yes

	
	WAN Technologies
	DG0A 35
	Internetworking Technology
	No
	Yes

	INTRO 640-821
	Networking Basics
	DF9X 35
	Networking Technology
	No
	Yes

	
	Routers and Routing Basics
	DF9Y 35
	Routing Technology
	No
	Yes

	ICND 640-811
	Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing
	DG09 35
	Switching Technology
	No
	Yes

	
	WAN Technologies
	DG0A 35
	Internetworking Technology
	No
	Yes


Additional Curriculum

The Cisco Network Academy Program also offers a number of shorter curricula which are related to HN Units.  These are also assessed by means of restricted response questions and practical labs and so can give credit transfer for complete units. The relevant curricula and units are as follows:

	Cisco

Curriculum
	HN Unit

Number
	HN Unit

Title

	IT Essentials 1
	DG0K 33

and

DF9L 33
	Hardware Concepts

Operating System Concepts

	IT Essentials 2
	DF9W 34
	Server Concepts

	Fundamentals of Wireless Networking
	DG04 35
	Wireless Local Area Networks


If a candidate has attended an external course to prepare for Cisco certification, centres can examine any evidence of practical work produced in order to determine whether a candidate is eligible for credit transfer for the practical component, otherwise the candidate must complete the relevant SQA Logbooks. The centre’s decision will be subject to external moderation.
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