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Introduction

SQA have a range of Higher National Certificate and Diploma Qualifications available to colleges and students.   These qualifications were designed to have a close relationship with major vendor examinations and academic programmes.  HNC or HND programmes can assist candidates to prepare for vendor examinations and candidates who already hold vendor certifications can use these to obtain credit transfer for SQA Higher National Units.

Many of the units initially developed for the HN Computer Networking frameworks have since been incorporated into the HN Computing frameworks and a range of professional development awards (PDAs). The information given in this document applies irrespective of the context in which the Units are delivered.

This document is of an advisory nature. The final decision on whether or not to grant credit transfer must be made by the centre and is subject to external moderation. However, external moderators are unlikely to raise objections to any credit transfer based on the advice given here.

SQA provide clear criteria for deciding if two syllabuses are equivalent. All the following criteria must be satisfied if full credit transfer is to be recognised between both syllabuses:

1. The syllabuses have the same SCQF levels.

2. The syllabuses have the similar credit values (or equivalent).

3. The syllabuses are equivalent in terms of core skill coverage.

4. The syllabuses relate to the same subject area and the main topics are common to both.

5. The syllabuses present a similar level of cognitive demand.

6. The syllabuses encompass similar skill-sets.

7. The syllabuses are contemporary in terms of terminology, techniques and technology.

8. Employers, admission officers and other users would perceive both syllabuses as broadly equivalent.

9. The assessment demands are similar in terms of candidate activity and performance criteria, or candidates would be equally likely to pass both assessments.

10. Special conditions (where they exist) are applicable to both syllabuses.

Since the units in the Computer Networking frameworks were designed to match closely to vendor examinations, all of the above criteria can be met. 
Vendor certifications are understood by industry and commerce to ensure that individuals possessing them have all the competences necessary to fulfil the appropriate employment objectives including knowledge, understanding and the necessary practical skills. Thus, credit transfer granted to a candidates on the basis of vendor examination passes will cover all aspects of an HN Unit.

The following guidance relates to specific vendor certification. Centres are free to consider any form of alternative evidence, and accept this as evidence of competence if they consider that it fully satisfies a unit’s requirements. However, centre decisions are subject to external moderation.
Credit Transfer for CIW Examinations
Candidates who successfully complete any of the undernoted CompTIA certification exams can receive credit transfer for knowledge and understanding component of the related HN Units, but must complete the logbook to demonstrate their practical skills. 

There are no officially-recognised CompTIA courses which would automatically produce evidence of practical skills, but if candidates have already attended an external course centres can examine any evidence of practical work produced in order to determine whether a candidate is eligible for credit transfer for the practical component. The centre’s decision will be subject to external moderation. 

	Exam

Number
	Exam Title
	Unit

Number
	Unit Title

	220-301

Note 4
	A+ Core Hardware Technologies
	DG0K 33
	Hardware Concepts

	220-302

Note 4
	A+ Operating System Technologies
	DF9L 33
	Operating System Concepts

	N10-002

N10-003
	Network+
	DF9P 34
	Network Concepts

	SK0-001

SK0-002
	Server+
	DF9W 34
	Server Concepts

	SY0-101
	Security+
	DG02 34
	Security Concepts

	IK0-002
	i-Net+
	DF9R 35

DG00 35
	Internetworking Concepts 1: Development and Delivery Concepts

Internetworking Concepts 2:     Security and Business Concepts

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Note 4: Candidates who have passed earlier versions of these examinations, ie: 220-201, 220-221, 220-202, 220-222 are also eligible for credit transfer on the same basis.

Other examining bodies, notably OCR and City & Guilds, have incorporated CompTIA certifications into their provision. Their versions of the CompTIA examinations would also be eligible for credit transfer on a similar basis, ie: successful completion of an examination could give credit transfer for the corresponding H unit, but additional evidence of practical skills would be required. The centre’s decision would be subject to external moderation. 
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