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All of the qualifications we are developing go through 7 stages of development. 
The Development Stages Diagram on our website shows each of these stages and describes what they are.

The first stage is the Course Rationale and Summary.   This gives a broad outline of what the Course is about, what its purpose is, and what the aims of learning are.
The Course Specification is the next stage.  It provides mandatory information relating to a Course.  The Unit Specification provides mandatory information on a Unit.

The Course Assessment Specification is the fourth stage of development.  It defines the mandatory assessment requirements for the Course and describes in more detail how the Course will be assessed.
Then there are the Course Support Notes which provide advice and guidance on delivering the Course and the Unit Support Notes which provide advice and guidance on delivering the Unit.

Once the final Course and Unit specifications have been published, SQA will provide quality assured Assessment Support and exemplars on the National Assessment Resource (NAR) to support the new qualifications.
Each qualification we are developing is going through a different stage at a different time.  Our Curriculum for Excellence timeline provides more information about the timescales involved.  To find out what stage of development qualifications in your subject are at, use the subject drop-down menu available on the Curriculum for Excellence pages of our website.  The breadcrumb trail at the top of the page shows you what stage in the process each qualification is at.

Remember we need your feedback on all of the draft documents we are publishing.  You can leave feedback by going to Have Your Say. 
