
Determining credit value and level for units and qualifications for the UK Qualification Frameworks (CQFW, SCQF and QCF
)
Background

At the meeting on 8 July 2008 the UKNOS Board approved the use of NOS funding (derived from the NVQ Levy and SVQ Accreditation Charge) for the purpose of determining credit value and level for SVQs for the SCQF and for units and qualifications for the CQFW and QCF.  Further to the letter from the Chair of the UKNOS Board (sent to CEOs of the SSC/Bs on 6th August 2008), UKCG can share with you the way in which funding will be allocated and the processes and timelines associated with this.  

Purpose of funding

The primary purpose for the UKNOS Board approving this funding is to enable SSC/Bs and their awarding bodies to determine credit value and level for SVQs for the SCQF and for units and qualifications developed for the CQFW and QCF.  The output for this work will be units and qualifications that include credit values and levels that are applicable for SCQF, CQFW and QCF.  UKCG expects that SSC/Bs and those involved will gain a greater understanding of how to determine credit value and level for units and qualifications.  We would not expect SSC/Bs to source funding simply to obtain the services of a consultant to develop the units and qualifications for them.  If you intend to use a consultant, UKCG would still expect the funding to be used in some way, to increase the capacity, capability and knowledge of internal staff in determining credit value and level for SVQs for the SCQF as well as for units and qualifications for the CQFW and QCF.  

Who is eligible to apply for funding? 
SSC/Bs are the only bodies that are eligible to apply for funding.  Whilst we accept that awarding bodies and potentially other partners (employers and providers) will play an important role in the process of determining credit value and level, it is important to note that UKCG cannot fund awarding and other partner bodies directly; it will be for SSC/Bs to agree a mechanism (where possible using existing processes, fora etc) to ensure the relevant bodies are appropriately compensated for their additional time and contribution to the process of determining credit value and level. 
Please note that UKCG will expect SSCs/Bs to demonstrate that they have agreed a process with the relevant awarding bodies prior to applying for funding.

SSCs/Bs are also asked to note that if a qualification/unit is currently being awarded in England, Wales and Northern Ireland but the SSC/B and awarding bodies anticipate that the qualification/unit will be offered in Scotland in the future, then the qualification/unit must be credit and levelled for the SCQF. 
Calculating how much additional funding is required 

We would ask that SSC/Bs consider the support they have received previously through previous involvement in CQFW, SCQF or QCF developments.  E.g. - external consultants, attending workshops, seminars, one to one or organisation wide support sessions.  After taking these factors into consideration, we would ask that each SSC/B who feels they require additional support, to submit a UKCG Qualifications Form.  We need to ascertain where support is required most, and allocate a reasonable cost to support the SSC/Bs, awarding and other partner bodies in increasing their capacity to achieve that outcome.  The UKNOS Board is not able to support a full cost recovery model.  As to how the funding is allocated, it is for each SSC/B to negotiate payment arrangements amongst the awarding and other partner organisations.
How can SSCs/Bs apply for funding?
Funding will be by way of a contribution (rather than the full cost recovery model).  There will be two routes to secure funding:

· SQS Action Plan route – where the SQS report and Action Plan has been approved (SQS Pilot, Phase 1 – 3 SSCs/Bs)

· NOS Action Plan route – where the SSC/B has not received approval for their SQS Action Plan (SQS Phase 4 SSCs/Bs)

Both funding routes will require SSC/Bs to:

· Submit a completed UKCG Qualifications Form
 to UKCES, which UKCG will use as the basis to determine the funding contribution for individual SSC/Bs;  
· Ensure that the completed UKCG Qualifications Form only includes those qualifications/units that are currently being developed or reviewed and are included within the SQS or NOS Action Plan;
· Ensure that where a qualification/unit is currently being awarded in England, Wales and Northern Ireland but the SSC/B and awarding bodies anticipate that the qualification/unit will be offered in Scotland in the future, then the qualification/unit must be credit and levelled for the SCQF. 

SSBs that have buddying arrangements in place with a SSC, must submit their UKCG Qualifications Form through the SSC.  SSBs who do not have a buddying arrangement in place, can still submit the UKCG Qualifications Form direct to UKCES.  

How will funding decisions be made?

UKCG will take the following into account when considering SSC/B requests: 
· the capacity and capability within the sector
 to determine credit value and level for units and qualifications developed for the QCF and/or SCQF, based on the SSC/Bs previous involvement in CQFW, SCQF or QCF test and trial developments; 

· the proposed number of units and qualifications that are currently being developed (including determining credit value and level) for the SCQF, CQFW or QCF;

· the information provided on the UKCG Qualifications Form
UKCG will use the above and will apply the following criteria before deciding how much funding to allocate to each SSC/B request:

	Criterion
	Evidence

	The SSC/B must confirm that the qualifications/units are linked to their SQS or NOS action plan

	Statement within the UKCG Qualifications Form

	Qualifications/units (that include credit value and level) must be developed across the 4-countries, unless evidence is provided to indicate this is not required.
	Evidenced through the UKCG Qualifications Form and SQS or NOS action plans

	Qualifications/units (that include credit value and level) must be developed in line with the relevant qualification framework guidance 

	Evidenced through submission (note: QCF regulatory arrangements due to be published at the end of August and SQA Accreditation’s Guidance for Credit Rating SVQs for the SCQF will be available on the SQA Accreditation webpage of the main SQA website. www.sqa.org.uk) from August 2008.  

	SSC/Bs must work in partnership with the ABs (and other partner bodies as appropriate) in all work to determine credit value and level for units and qualifications based on NOS.
	Evidenced through the UKCG Qualifications Form and SQS or NOS action plans

	SSC/Bs must be able to demonstrate that they have the required knowledge and understanding of the UK qualifications frameworks to undertake this work in conjunction with awarding bodies (and other partner bodies, as appropriate)
	Evidenced through the UKCG Qualifications Form and SQS or NOS action plans

	SSC/Bs must demonstrate, through existing processes and fora that they will make every effort to ensure there is value for money in all work to determine credit value and level of units and qualifications.
	Evidenced through the UKCG Qualifications Form and SQS or NOS action plans


Processes and timelines 
	Action
	Timescale

	UKCES to send guidance and UKCG Qualifications Form to SSC/Bs 
	12 August 08 


For those who need to submit in August, please note the following:
	Action
	Timescale

	SSC/Bs return UKCG Qualifications Form to UKCES
	29 August 08

	UKCES to carry out sanity check and forward proposals to SQA, QCA and UKCES (SQRP delivery consultants) 
	5 September 08

	UKCG to consider proposals at September meeting
	15 and 16 September 08*

	UKCES to provide feedback to SSC/Bs
	26 September 08


*SSC/Bs may be asked to take part in a telephone call with UKCG to provide any clarification needed to enable UKCG to make a decision.  Please pencil the UKCG dates in your diaries and the UK Commission will arrange a time with you if needed.

For those who need to submit in September, please note the following:

	Action
	Timescale

	SSC/Bs return UKCG Qualifications Form and/or NOS action plan (if appropriate) to UKCES
	19 September 08

	UKCES to carry out sanity check and forward proposals to SQA, QCA and UKCES (SQRP delivery consultants)
	30 September 08

	UKCG to consider proposals at October meeting
	22 and 23 October 08*

	UKCES to provide feedback to SSC/Bs
	31 October 08


*SSC/Bs may be asked to take part in a telephone call with UKCG to provide any clarification needed to enable UKCG to make a decision.  Please pencil the UKCG dates in your diaries and the UK Commission will arrange a time with you if needed.

What is required of SSCs/Bs and Awarding Bodies when funding is approved?
SSCs/Bs are expected to:
· Use existing development processes and fora for involving awarding bodies in determining the credit value and level of units and/or qualifications for SCQF, CQFW and QCF;
· Ensure industry and awarding body participants have the relevant qualification framework knowledge and understanding to determine the credit value and level for the qualification and/or units;
· Calculate and record the credit value and level for each unit and/or qualifications;
· Ensure that in determining the credit value and level for units and qualifications for the SCQF, CQFW and QCF, SSC/Bs and awarding bodies use the relevant documentation. In Scotland, SSC/Bs and awarding bodies must use the Guidance for Credit Rating SVQs for the SCQF. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, SSC/Bs and awarding bodies must use the Regulatory arrangements for the QCF.

· Submit evidence (to include a sample of units/qualifications that include credit values and level) as outlined in their contract;
· Submit final units/qualifications as outlined in the approved UKCG Qualifications Form.  This should include final units and qualification structures which details the individual credit value and level for each unit/qualification).  Please also include relevant supporting evidence for your decisions.
Imported units

Please ensure that you adopt the associated credit value and level as determined by the originating SSC/B.  Where the originating SSC/B has not determined the credit and level, then the SSC/B importing the unit should not attempt to determine the credit value and level for the imported unit.
�. The credit based units and qualifications developed for the QCF would form part of the regulated pillar and would therefore sit within the Credit and Qualificatiions Framework for Wales (CQFW). There would no further requirement for any other work for this framework.





� SSC/Bs in the pilot, phases 1-3 of the SQRP need to submit the qualifications template only.  SSC/Bs in phase 4 of the SQRP would need to submit their NOS action plan and the qualifications template.


� Includes those within the SSC/B but also other partner bodies such as awarding bodies, employers and providers involved in the development of units and qualifications within that sector's footprint


� The regulatory arrangements for the QCF will be published by end of August.   QCA will ensure these are sent to SSC/Bs at that time. 





