SQA Baccalaureate 
Gareth’s Experience
I decided to study the baccalaureate because it was put forward to me to work independently on a science topic of anything I chose combine that with the fact its is with two advanced highers in science that interested me. It’s also a good opportunity to put something on your CV to impress future employers or higher education.

Dumfries High School offers the baccalaureate for their sixth year pupils which is the year they are expected to do the interdisciplinary project as long as they have two advanced highers in their subject diet.

My project was titled Medical ethics and experimentation. I basically looked into the history of experimenting on living organisms including humans and then I looked into the laws. I interviewed some experts, one was a Church of Scotland minister, I spoke with a hematologist at Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary.  
There are religious aspects to something there are legal aspects the story is never black and white so I think they have discovered lots of things that will take them through all different stages of their life, not just university but beyond that.

The support I received from the school was great, Mrs Ferguson the coordinator provided a lot of information and helped us with. We had teachers at every stage on a panel proving influence on your project.

The assistance I have given them has been encouragement largely, it’s been direction I hope certainly providing them with rescores materials, with the type of assessment panel that was clearly commanded respect.
As a mentor you are there to provide practical advice information on this like where to go next where to find things out who to possibly get in touch with if they have not thought of those things already but you really are just there as a guide person rather than telling them what to do

There are many skills that they have developed apart from the obvious communication skills and things that SQA hoped and that we all hoped they would gain I think there have been lots of surprising skills as well and leadership skills not least of all.

I have developed time management, organization, carried out interviews, communication skills IT skills.

Here we didn’t timetable it  the students already had a lot of advanced higher commitments so we discussed it together and we decided to work by informally they would come and talk to me quite a lot and we would link up by email sometimes it was eleven o’clock at night very often in fact backwards and forwards.
My program of study was working several hours a night for the majority of three or four months after completing the preliminary stages the proposal and the plan I worked using the contents page working from the history and laws and so on using all the research I had compiled from the previous months.
I think that the students develop very good interpersonal skills and also time management and organizational skills which are essential if they are going to take anything like this into the working world and that is one of the gaps we need to bridge for these students they can see the relevance of the projects and science to the working world and how they can take that further.

I now feel comfortable with working along setting my own targets and meeting deadlines, I think I will be able to work independently at university and it will help me whenever I have a project in the future

