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E-mail: margaret.allan  @sqa.org.uk
Dear Colleague

National Qualifications update 
The content of this letter should be passed on to members of staff responsible for Gaelic (Learners) and Gàidhlig subjects. 

Gaelic (Learners) and Gàidhlig update

We would like to bring the following matters to your attention.

1. External Assessment reports and Internal Assessment reports (formerly known as Principal Assessor, Senior Verifier and Course reports) 
SQA will publish the 2010 reports following this year’s exams diet. The 2009 reports are still available on SQA’s website, and include advice from Principal Assessors on performance and future preparation of candidates which centres will find useful for departmental planning and discussion. 
2. Availability of past question papers on SQA’s website
All past papers are available to download from SQA’s website.  Papers and MP3 files to accompany Listening papers are available via a link on accessing the website. 

3. Guidance on the Allocation of Candidates
Centres should note SQA Guidelines for candidate entry to Gaelic / Gàidhlig Courses. These are available at the following link: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/7346.html
4. Recent Change to Standard Grade Writing, Gaelic (Learners)

Centres are reminded of the recent change to the Standard Grade Gaelic (Learners) Optional Writing paper from 2010: candidates now answer one Writing question, rather than two. A specimen Writing paper is available on the SQA website at the following link: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/40226.html
5. Special Assessment Arrangements
Centres are reminded that where candidates sitting Listening examinations have been allocated extra time under special arrangements, the Operator’s Instructions will change every year. The correct instructions for the current year’s papers are included on the Assessment Arrangements section of SQA’s secure website.

6. Scottish Languages Baccalaureate 
SQA has developed a Baccalaureate award in Languages, available from session 2009/10. Candidates may use Gaelic or Gàidhlig as part of their Baccaluareate. A link is available from the NQ section of SQA’s website, where centres can access up-to-date information. Please contact Lorna Grant, the Baccalaureate Development Manager at lorna.grant@sqa.org.uk for further information.
7. AH Speaking Assessments 
Speaking assessments at AH will be recorded from next academic year, 2010-11. Further details will be provided in the next Gaelic Update letter.

8. Understanding Standards Event
An Understanding Standards event for Gaelic / Gàidhlig practitioners will take place in Autumn 2010. Further details will be issued to Centres early in the Autumn term.
  Yours faithfully


Margaret Allan  
  Qualifications Manager
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