Dear Colleague
HNC Early Education and Childcare – newsletter
This newsletter is to provide you with an update and additional guidance on the new HNC Early Education and Childcare.  As you will all be aware, the new HNC in Early Education and Childcare was introduced in 2004 and will replace the HNC Childcare and Education in August 2005.  Some centres have chosen to deliver and assess the new award this year.

The following information/support material is now available from the SQA website www.sqa.org.uk:

· HNC Early Education and Childcare framework

· HN Unit Specifications

· HNC Arrangements Document

These can all be found on the HN ‘childcare’ section of the SQA website or alternatively via links from the Care Scotland section of the SQA website.

In addition to the above support material, Assessment Exemplars have also been produced for the mandatory and specialist optional Units.  These are also available via the secure section of the SQA website – your centre’s SQA Co-ordinator will have access to them.  These Exemplars are examples only and are provided as a guide to centres.  Centres may develop their own instruments of assessment and are strongly recommended to submit them to SQA for prior moderation to ensure their fairness, validity and reliability.

The HNC Early Education and Childcare is placed at level 7 in the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).  It is important that teachers/lecturers are familiar with the SCQF levels and their requirements so that candidates are assessed at the appropriate level.  It is also important that centres ensure that all teaching and learning material meets the knowledge and skills requirements of the HN Unit specifications and that all instruments of assessment meet the evidence requirements of the HN Unit specifications.  Candidates should not be assessed on material not included in the HN Unit specifications. The lists of ‘Knowledge and Skills’ comprise all the candidate should know and understand.  The ‘Evidence Requirements are what the candidate should be assessed on.  Assessments should sample the knowledge and skills the candidate possesses and be consistent with the Unit’s evidence requirements.  
The new HNC award is designed to provide opportunities for maximum integration of assessment across Units.  It is not good practice to assess each Unit separately unless it is offered as a ‘stand alone’ Unit which is not delivered as part of an award.
We are also developing Open Learning Packs for the following Units:

· Facilitating Playwork Opportunities

· Working with Children 0-3 Years

· Supporting Children Learning Through an Additional Language

These packs will be available to order from SQA at a cost of £17.00 plus a £2.95 handling charge.

COLEG is also currently developing teaching and learning material for the new award.  However they have not yet had the opportunity fully to develop all material for the mandatory and optional Units.  
The new HNC design rules include a Graded Unit in each award.  The Graded Unit is intended to encourage candidates to integrate the knowledge and skills they have acquired throughout the course.  The instrument of assessment in the Graded Unit Assessment Exemplar for the HNC Early Education and Childcare is a project in the form of an investigation.  

It is unlikely that candidates will have sufficient time during one academic year to carry out in-depth primary research and therefore it may be more practicable to carry out secondary research in the form of a literature search which includes internet resources.  Candidates should be encouraged to select a topic for investigation which allows them to use evidence provided for other Units in their award to contribute to the evidence for the Graded Unit.  Teachers/lecturers/tutors should ensure that candidates do not undertake too large a project for the timescale.
The Graded Unit assessment will be centrally moderated by SQA.  Centres will be asked to submit a sample of evidence for the Graded Unit for external moderation.  This activity will take place during the first two weeks in June 2005.  Centres will be required to submit material for moderation at the end of May.  All necessary paperwork will be sent to you in due course.  Centres currently delivering the new HNC are advised to contact SQA to confirm or discuss the suitability of this suggested timescale.
If you wish to discuss any of the above items please do not hesitate to contact any of the Care Scotland team on 0141 242 2344.

Yours sincerely
Karen Crawford

Care Scotland

