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[Introduction to Mythbuster] 
We know the development of the new National Qualifications has raised a number of questions.

Here we answer some of the most common ones we have received from teachers, parents and other stakeholders.

Why is SQA developing new qualifications? 
Curriculum for Excellence represents a different approach to learning in schools.  This will help pupils to develop skills and knowledge in more depth which they can use across different subjects and gain abilities they can apply to life outside the classroom.

This fresh approach to learning needs new assessment methods and qualifications.

The new National Qualifications will have equal status and credibility to those currently available and will support the new curriculum. 
What are the new qualifications? 
New National Qualifications called National 4 and National 5 will be introduced.

They will replace a number of current National Qualifications – Standard Grade General, Standard Grade Credit, Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2.  Standard Grade Foundation will be replaced by the updated Access 3.

Revisions will also be made to the current Access 1, Access 2, Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications.

The new National 4 and National 5 qualifications will be introduced in 2013/14, as will the new Access qualifications.  The new Higher will follow in 2014/15, while the new Advanced Higher will be available from 2015/16 onwards. 
Why is it taking so long to develop the new qualifications?  Is the process behind schedule?   
It takes time to design and develop the new National Qualifications and to go through the development process. 
We are on schedule to deliver the new National 4 and National 5 in time for the 2013/14 school year. 

Throughout the development process we are publishing draft documents on our website.  This allows you to see each stage of the development.  
The next draft documents which will be published for each qualification are Course Rationales and Summaries, Course Specifications, Course and Unit Support Notes and Course and Unit Assessment Specifications.  
These documents will all be finalised in April 2012.  You can find out more about these on our website.  It’s worth remembering, support materials and examples of Course and Unit assessment will be available once the qualifications are finalised in 2013. 
Will learners still choose subjects? 
Learners will still choose individual subjects to study at Access 2, Access 3, National 4 and National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels.

The Courses learners will study are currently being developed and full information on this will be shared with you shortly.  Updates are also available on the SQA website.

To find out when learners will make their subject choices and how many they will choose, you should speak to the school as arrangements can vary from school to school. 
I've heard pupils will only be able to choose five subjects in S4.  How many subjects will pupils be assessed for in S4 under the new National Qualifications system?  
The number of subjects pupils should be examined for in S4 is not being set out nationally. 
The precise number and range of qualifications on offer, as well as when they are taken, will be a decision for schools to take in consultation with pupils and parents.
There are some models which have been developed by schools to show how the senior phase, S4 to S6, could be delivered.  These are available on the Curriculum for Excellence website, including examples of how up to eight subjects can be taken in S4.
Does Curriculum for Excellence restrict schools to only 5 qualifications in S4?
The number of subject pupils should be examined for in S4 has not been set out nationally. 

The precise number and range of qualifications on offer, as well as when they are taken, will be a decision for schools to take in consultation with pupils and parents.
The SQA is responsible for awarding of qualifications, we work closely with local authorities and schools around the delivery of qualifications however specific advice to local authorities on the number of subjects should be examined for is not a matter for SQA.

Can learners still be presented for early assessment?  
Early presentation for the new National Qualifications can still happen under Curriculum for Excellence.  Schools will still have the flexibility to present learners early where it is in the interest of the individual. 
Will schools be able to set their own standards? 

While schools will be internally assessing a number of the new National Qualifications – namely Access 1, Access 2, Access 3 and National 4, they will adhere to nationally set standards. 

We are working in partnership with schools, colleges and local authorities to implement rigorous quality assurance processes to ensure internal assessments continue to meet national standards. 
Are universities, colleges and employers aware of the changes to the national qualifications?  
Scotland’s Colleges, the organisation which represents further education colleges in Scotland, is represented on the Curriculum for Excellence Management Board and plays an active role in shaping the new qualifications, which will be available in colleges at the same time they are rolled out in schools.

Universities are considering the implications of Curriculum for Excellence and the new National Qualifications.  Representatives from universities are working with us as part of our Curriculum Area Review Groups and Qualification Design Teams, developing the new National Qualifications.
We are working with parents, teachers, colleges, universities, employers and the Scottish Government to make sure that national standards are maintained. 
'Have Your Say' - what's the point?  
To ensure that each qualification is of the highest quality, we are publishing draft documents on our website at each stage of the process.  
This is the first time that each stage of the qualifications development has been made available for comment throughout the process.
This is to allow you to see each stage of the development and give us your feedback. 
We are looking for feedback from all our stakeholder groups on all of our draft documents.  Comments can be submitted via the Have Your Say pages on the SQA website.   
SQA is asking teachers to feed back comments on their draft CfE proposals.  How will these comments be used and what is likely to happen as a result?  
The comments we receive are being compiled and fed back to our Qualifications Design Teams who are working on the qualifications development.  
The comments will then be presented to our Curriculum Area Review Groups, which oversee specific subject areas and the related qualifications.  Comments will then be considered as part of the revision process.  
Is every element of the draft documents available for discussion and debate? 
Fundamental issues — such as the Design Principles for National Courses and internal assessment for National 4 — have already been confirmed and these policies have been agreed by the Curriculum for Excellence Management Board and the Scottish Government.
Areas such as the Course and Unit names, titles and methods of assessment are available to comment on and feed back is welcomed via the Have Your Say pages on the SQA website. 
How will SQA ensure that standards are met and maintained in the new qualifications? 

Teachers are already teaching and assessing to very high standards and continuation of this good practice will be an important part of implementation of the new National Qualifications.

We will provide training and support to schools and colleges to ensure national standards are understood and maintained.  In addition, there will be guidance, support and examples available through the National Assessment Resource (NAR).

We will ensure that rigorous quality assurance procedures are in place in order to maintain high standards in assessment. 
If a pupil fails National 5, will they get an automatic National 4 award? 

Learners will be given credit for achievement at the level they have been working to.  
This means that if a learner fails the course assessment at National 5, they will be awarded the units from the course at that level - the award of the Course at the level below will not be automatic. 
However, if the National 4 and National 5 courses are hierarchical, which means that they have a common structure, the learner may be able to get a course award at National 4 by achieving the Added Value Unit at National 4 .  
In this scenario, learners will achieve the Course at National 4 and the Units in the Course at National 5. 
Why is National 4 internally assessed?  How is this going to assist learners who go onto further education if they have never sat an exam? 
National 4 Courses are designed to provide flexibility in timetabling and assessment. They provide articulation - a path -  from Access 3 Courses and further develop learners' skills and knowledge leading to National 5.  Where appropriate for learners they also provide a progression route to National Qualification Group Awards in colleges or as part of a school college partnership programme. Assessment of National 4 Courses will be supported, like all of our new qualifications, by exemplification and robust Quality Assurance processes.   
What’s happening with literacy and numeracy? 
Literacy and numeracy is the responsibility of all and will be developed across learning.  There are no separate qualifications in literacy and numeracy but Literacy and Numeracy Units will form part of English and Mathematics Courses at Access 3 and National 4 levels.

At National 5, some, but not all, literacy and numeracy skills will be included within English and Mathematics Courses. These skills will not be separately certificated by SQA. 
However, for those who require full, separate certification in literacy and numeracy, freestanding Units at SCQF level 5 will be available. The Literacy and Numeracy Units will also be available to adult learners. 
Will Skills for Work Courses change? 

Our Skills for Work Courses offer practical experience, linked to particular careers, which encourage young people to become familiar with the world of work.  
For many young people, the chance to work on practical skills that relate directly to a particular job or career provides real benefits for the future.  Skills for Work Courses also develop broader employability and other transferable skills.

Skills for Work Courses are already available in a number of sectors.  We are continuing to develop new Skills for Work Courses such as the new Creative Industries Skills for Work Course which provides an introduction to the Creative Industries including the Art and Design, Dance, Drama, Media Studies, Music, Sound Production and Technical Theatre sectors.

Skills for Work Courses support Curriculum for Excellence delivery by actively encouraging interdisciplinary working.

How will SQA support schools and colleges to implement the new qualifications? 
Our Curriculum for Excellence Liaison team is visiting every school and college in Scotland to explain the development process, answer questions that teachers have and collect feedback to gauge what further support is needed to deliver the new National Qualifications.
The team is working in partnership with our Business Development and Customer Support team who provide advice and support to centres about existing qualifications. 
I’ve heard a lot about added value – what does this mean? 
Added value is what makes a Course more than the sum of its parts.  The concept builds on the current Course assessment for Intermediate, Higher and Advanced Higher.  Courses from National 4 through to Advanced Higher will assess added value and include a 40-hour added value element.

This will assess breadth, challenge and/or application of learning.  This will be achieved by sampling skills, knowledge and understanding from Units.  Added value will be assessed in a Unit at National 4 and through the Course assessment at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. 
What is NAR? 

The National Assessment Resource (NAR) is an online resource to support assessment approaches for Curriculum for Excellence and is a key tool to help promote effective moderation within Building the Curriculum 5.

NAR supports practitioners in developing a shared understanding of standards and expectations for Curriculum for Excellence and how to apply these consistently.

It is being developed jointly between Learning and Teaching Scotland (LTS), SQA and the Scottish Government.
How do you use NAR? 
NAR provides examples of "real life" learning, teaching and assessment activities for Curriculum for Excellence. 

The NAR materials show the assessment process step-by-step, from setting success criteria, to collecting a range of evidence and reporting on progress.

Local authorities and schools and colleges can use the materials on NAR to help develop their own arrangements for gathering and evaluating evidence of learners' progress and achievements.

NAR provides Quality Marked and quality assured examples of a wide range of assessment approaches and evidence. These initially relate to experiences and outcomes in literacy, numeracy and aspects of health and wellbeing, across curriculum areas and stages, and within levels for learners aged 3-15.

All the exemplars currently available on NAR have been quality assured with the strongest examples receiving a Quality Mark. The quality assurance process includes a rigorous external review of the materials. 

We have developed literacy and numeracy materials which have been quality assured and are available. 
