Glasgow Metropolitan College are delighted to be working with the SQA NQ Group Award Project Team in this project to modernise NQ Group Awards.
These are very important qualifications in our college’s portfolio. They offer access to vocational qualifications to a whole range of learners. We are conscious that the Scottish Government is placing increased emphasis on the need for nationally recognised skills development programmes and that these have a key role in preparing  for economic recovery and future economic prosperity.
The needs of employers and the industries that colleges serve are changing and qualifications need to be flexible enough to respond to these changing needs.  Colleges have an important role to play in this process and in providing educational pathways into HN programmes and to the higher level skills needed to enhance employability.
Here at GlasgowMet this project follows from a very successful HN Modernisation programme.  We have taken a whole college approach to to both HN and NQ development.  At HN level we had over 50 qualifications in need of modernisation.  These were rationalised to a suite of around 25 new awards.  The natural progression to HN modernisation is to look next at our non advanced provision.

Again we have taken a whole college approach.  We invited the NQ Project team into college and they have been a very helpful resource.  We have a single point of contact in college responsible for monitoring progression against our NQ Development plan.  Through liaison with our named contact in the Project Team we have been able to prioritise developments, to find partner colleges and access support at all stages from development of initial course proposals, through setting up the QDT and the curriculum development process and we know that that support will be available through to implementation of the programmes.
Access to funding through SQA to modernise these qualifications has been especially crucial in the current economic climate and I would urge colleagues in Scotland’s College to take advantage of the resource available.
Ultimately the end product will be a suite of national qualifications which is flexible and fit for purpose.  The winners in this process are the college, employers and most importantly our students.

