SQA Baccalaureate 
Scott’s Experience
I decided to study the baccalaureate mainly because it was something new something different and a chance to explore a number of aspects of the language that didn’t naturally lend themselves into the curriculum so obviously it was a change to access different learning environments different approaches to study and as well one of the biggest appeals was to enhance and develop a number of skills that I already had or didn’t have to a great degree. 

Initially I decided that I wanted to look at comparative analysis between businesses which make a really extensive use of languages and businesses that maybe didn’t make as much of a use or made no use at all of languages. I thought it was particularly relevant in this period of global economic downturn and also I chose the business angle as business is something that I have never had any venture in at all it was a completely new area and thought if I am going to do something with this much scope to be creative I may as well choose something from scratch and make a real project out of it. 
When I started out I wasn’t too sure on how I would go about contacting people as again I’d never had to do something that autonomous, it was all very obviously through the school system you are lead through step by step this being the first year to an extent we were all of us going in blind not knowing what to sort of expect and I thought one of the most obvious ways is to contact people by letter but because my project was using foreign businesses and people in Italy, France or who didn’t naturally speak English that was a real challenge for me because I had to contact people in Italy who spoke Italian so for example I phoned up one contact who immediately thought I was fluent in Italian and began to speak and I had real real issues with the language but that is where the kind of problem solving side of things came in because I did learn from that experience and I thought well I am going to have to anticipate those sort of problems and when it came to sending out questionnaires there was limited feedback because the time of year I was sending them out it was approaching Christmas businesses obviously had a lot to do at the time so as I said I had limited response and just had to make the best of what I had done to an extent which you know you have just got to do, and I felt it was a realistic simulation of the wider world because you cant expect everything to be on a plate you have just got to make the best of what you have and hopefully that is what I did.

Obviously from a linguistic point of view Scott has made huge developments particularly in speaking and writing because he has to access areas that were brand new to him and using language in a business context carrying out interviews in the foreign language or writing business letters or business emails so linguistically he has progressed also I would say that his presentation skills have enhanced I would also say his problem solving skills undoubtedly have improved because I know he did encounter several problems and he had to adopt a more lateral approach to the way he solved theses issues

I would say that the experiences that I have gained through the baccalaureate program and the baccalaureate itself will be invaluable to me when I am going onto university in September so for going into higher education certainly, in a sense I cant think now how I would have dealt without the baccalaureate because the skills I have developed obviously with university and the world of higher education, further education even employment being a very very self motivated self driven process doing this project has given me those skills no-end beyond what I had learned through my experiences of school and obviously supporting the whole Curriculum for excellence framework the baccalaureate has made me a successful learner and fulfilled the capacities and I am really thankful for that. 
