
December 9, 2008
To all Sector Skills Councils/Standard Setting Bodies, (Awarding Bodies for information only) 
Dear Colleague
Credit Rating of SVQs funded via UKNOS Board

You will by now have received a letter from the Chair of the UKNOS Board, Brian Connelly, which confirmed that a contribution from the NOS funds can be made for collaborative working between SSCs, SSBs and Awarding Bodies for the purposes of credit rating SVQs for the SCQF. 

SQA Accreditation has recently completed a three year project with the key aim of working with SSCs/SSBs and Awarding Bodies to determine SCQF credit and level for approximately 2000 SVQ units (130 SVQs).  The enclosed guidance document, Credit Rating and Levelling of SVQs for the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework, is an accumulation of the three year project which builds on participants’ understanding of the process and highlights best practice. 
As the Qualifications Regulator for Scotland, SQA Accreditation requires SSCs/SSBs and Awarding Bodies to work in partnership with them on the credit ratting of SVQs for the SCQF.  The attached guidance will assist you in undertaking this work by providing you with details of the necessary process and paperwork.  We are keen to support you in any way we can whilst you undertake this work and have attached a contact list of the SQA Accreditation Managers for your information.  We would encourage you to liaise directly with your relevant Accreditation Manager who will be happy to provide further guidance on the SCQF credit rating process or answer any queries you may have.
UKCG has recently issued details of how SSCs/SSBs can receive funding for the credit rating of SVQs for the SCQF.  Please note that the attached UKCG guidance should be read in conjunction with the enclosed “Credit Rating and Levelling of SVQs for the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework”.  Both sets of guidance have been posted on SQA Accreditation website www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/33678.html. The guidance and the associated documentation listed below will be extremely helpful to those embarking on the process of credit rating and levelling SVQs for the SCQF:
· SCQF level descriptors – Appendix 1
· SCQF credit rating of SVQs recording documentation  - Appendix 2
· Notes for sector bodies – Appendix 3
· Glossary of terms – Appendix 4
As stated in the UKNOS Board letter, UKCG (or its replacement) will approve the final credit and levelled qualifications and/or units. This will then be confirmed at the point of accreditation. 
If you require further information, please feel free to contact the relevant SQA Accreditation Manager or Carole Brown, Senior Accreditation Manager on  0845 213 5252 or contact us  at accreditation@sqa.org.uk.

Yours sincerely
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George Brown
Accreditation Business Manager

encs

