Safe Road User Award Overview
The Safe Road User Award is an initiative between the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) and the Driving Standards Agency and stems directly from the aims to develop positive and responsible attitudes towards road use amongst young people. The award is primarily aimed at 14 to 17 year olds, but is open to potential candidates of any age, and is now available to all centres. 
This award is aimed primarily at young people between the ages of 14 and 17 at the stage when they are starting to become independent travellers and users of the road. It aims to keep them safe while they are learning about the hazards of being independent travellers and it helps them understand and gives them the knowledge that they need to have and helps build positive attitudes so when they get to the age when they are ready to drive then they are off to a flying start.

The Safe Road User Award, from my perspective is a course which has been developed in recent years by the SQA and supported by a number of professionals, which allows young people to extend their knowledge of roads, road use, road conditions, and trying to make them safer, whether they’re a pedestrian, whether they’re a cyclist, or whether they’re going to be a car driver.
We were doing some work with young people taking to them about how they thought they should learn to drive and they said that they thought it would be really good for them if they could start to prepare to learn to drive before they got to the age of 17 which is when they can get their provisional drivers licence. We thought that was a good idea too because the things that we included in this award like, building positive attitude, respecting other road users, sharing road space and giving them the confidence to resist peer pressure were exactly the sort of attributes that they are need when they start their driving lessons.  

The course is aimed at 14 to 17 year olds, but we run it mainly with our sixth years who are 16, 17 so starting to drive, that kind of thing. 
There’s no doubt that the Curriculum for Excellence has presented challenges for all teachers in developing their classroom methods and trying to give pupils greater responsibility for their own learning is probably one of the highest priorities. There is no doubt that the staff involved in delivering the Safe Road User Award have really taken the chance to use very interactive methods, group working and what you would say has given them a real chance to think for themselves, to work together collaboratively, and these are exactly the kind of methods I’m looking to see across the whole school. 
The benefits for the school is that they have an award which is accessible by every student regardless of their future aspirations towards driving, of their intellectual ability. This is something that every young person will benefit from.

The course is delivered a mixture of practical activities and theoretical lessons. We try as much to contextualise the lessons for the young learner to make it as interesting and as relevant as possible for them.

I tend to think that sitting in the classroom and speaking to young people isn’t as successful, as looking for ways to deliver it that is realistic to them, and you can get as close as you can to the real situation. There is a lot of opportunities on the course to actually get involved in a practical way, we’re quite fortunate that that opportunity is there.

In class we try to make it as interesting as possible, there’s a lot of theory involved in the course, and we try to break it down. There’s no getting away from the theory but we try use the internet a lot for research tasks, we’ve got a lot of role play tasks, practical tasks, the kids will do a lot of research, then they may have to present on a topic to the class of their peers. We also try, or we will try to get external speakers to talk about various aspects of road safety, we’re also trying to plan visits to different departments, for example, the Sheriff Court in Dunfermline, we’d like to take the kids to there to see what happens if you end up in court, and go through the process, and also the traffic division of the police.

I chose to study it because I thought it would mean I was much be a lot more prepared for my theory test and because a lot of accidents and stuff happen to people in my age group, I thought it would be better to get a bit of experience before actually going ahead and driving myself.
I enjoyed the beer goggles, that was really quite fun, and also seeing how the measurements of alcohol, you don’t think about it, you just pour and you just drink, but you don’t think that could be over the limit or under the limit.
I enjoy the different ways of putting messages across and just the kind of approach to teaching that it’s quite relaxed, and you can do things in a fun way, but yet a serious message is getting across.

Young people who become proficient road users at an early stage will carry these attitudes and behaviours into their adult lives, facilitating young people to become responsible road users will help to reduce injuries and deaths on UK roads. 

We hope the students will gain a better understanding of how to use the roads safely. We like to stress that at no point are they in the car, we’re not teaching them to drive. We hope they can identify personal characteristics that will be beneficial to safe road use.
Young people need to leave school understanding the risks that they face and the responsibilities they have when they are out and about, either as travellers on public transport as travellers as passengers in cars or when they get to that age as drivers of their own car. They need to have the confidence to resist peer pressure; they need to be able to say, ‘No, I am not getting into this car because you have been drinking or have been taking drugs’ and students studying for this award will learn how to do these things.
The aim of the Safe Road User Award is to alter and change the attitudes of young students towards being safe road users, in the hope the expectation that it will become a skill for life and they will take that forward into their own adulthood become an ambassadors representing safe road use and encouraging others such as their peers, family, friends and so on.
I’ve learnt about the things involved in passing the theory test and kind of adopting a safer approach to driving, things like using your mobile phone, drinking and driving, things like that. 
I think it will help me a lot because it will make me more aware of the surroundings, it will make me a safe driver.
I think it will completely change my attitude to driving, for the better, and I think it will make me a much safer road user.

The course is available, not just to high schools, but to colleges, universities, the business sector and to youth offenders, so I would foresee that over the next three to five years, the course really proliferating quite significantly throughout the UK, and infact I would take it one step further and say by the end of five years, there would be very few centres in the UK that are not prepared to offer this course.

For our young people they need all that they can get to make them employable, or have the ability to leave school and go into a positive destination. This allows them to get into the world of work ethos, turning up on time, reporting to somebody, meeting new people, learning new skills and putting them into practice. 

