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Baccalaureate Interdisciplinary Project

Science - Exemplar 5

Grade: B (increased from C following External Verification)

“Is Stem cell research right or wrong?”

Science Exemplar 5 (B Grade increased from C following External Verification)
Proposal

The aims of the project are clearly explained in the project outline. Through the candidate researching stem cell uses and applications, and conducting a series of interviews to find the religious viewpoint, there are sufficient opportunities to develop skills to achieve the grade C criteria. The proposal is creative, and presents the candidate with challenges in conducting 6 interviews for the religious viewpoint. It is very well laid out and detailed. The assessor comments indicate that the justification for the project was well explained. From both the proposal and the comments it can be seen that there are substantial links and connections between disciplines and the wider world. This means that all grade C and A criteria have been met.
Plan

The plan clearly shows how the objectives of the proposal will be developed. The Gantt chart, while not of good quality, shows timescales and how each strand of the project will be carried out. While the resources and research methods have been identified, there is no detail of how they are to be used – this means that the grade C criteria in this area has been met but not the grade A. The assessor comments indicate that there was further discussion on contingencies, supporting the awarding of the grade A in this area. The dependencies section of the plan is weak and there is no evidence from assessor comments that the candidate had expanded on this in discussion. The candidate has clearly outlined how development needs will be achieved through the use of the log.
This plan meets all grade C and two out of four grade A criteria.

Presentation

The centre’s presentation check sheet shows that all grade C criteria have been met. From the assessor comments there is enough evidence to show the presence of convincing and well supported conclusions and rigorous arguments. There is also evidence of a deepening understanding and good establishment of meaningful connections. This means that two out of three grade A criteria have been achieved.
Evaluation

The candidate has carried out a critical evaluation of the success of the project, though by evaluating each component part of the project and backing this up with supporting evidence, then this project would have met the grade A criteria in this area. The candidate has also shown good use and development of communication
Self-evaluation

The candidate has produced a very full, honest and insightful self-evaluation of how skills were developed. Each section is backed up by relevant evidence from the project. From both the candidate’s self-evaluation and the assessor comments it can be seen that the candidate has gained a great deal from completing the project.

Overall, enough grade A criteria have been met to indicate that this project is more than a C, therefore it is awarded a grade B.
