Scottish Baccalaureate Support Event Report
Introduction
A support event was held on 21 June 2011 in Stirling Management Centre. The half day event was aimed at prospective Science and Language Baccalaureate candidates and their teachers/lecturers. Over 200 delegates from 35 centres attended. Around 150 of these were pupils. 
Presentations
Alastair McGregor, Head of Science, Engineering and Mathematics, welcomed delegates and introduced the event and the speakers. Alastair spoke about the success of the Baccalaureate, the increase in numbers (more than 140 centres are now approved to deliver the awards), the exciting project themes and the interdisciplinary nature of the projects. This session some language projects had a scientific relevance and one science candidate had used bi-lingual skills to research his project. 
Alastair spoke about the excellent preparation for university and employment in terms of the skills development that the Interdisciplinary Project provides. Candidates had chosen a wide variety of different and innovative ways to present their project findings, such as oral presentations, web pages, information leaflets, films, e-magazine, posters, teaching activities/games, conferences, seminars, information days, and debates. Alastair told delegates that SQA is currently looking at the possible expansion of the Baccalaureates into Social Sciences and Expressive Arts.
The fist Keynote Speaker was Heather Reid OBE, Meteorologist and Education Consultant, who gave a fascinating presentation on Science in an interdisciplinary world. Heather spoke about the relevance of science to the wider world and gave a number of examples of key areas on a global scale, such as sustainable energies, the space programme, medical research, technological development, but she focused on the far reaching effects of climate change. 
Heather talked about the importance of science education for everyone and gave examples of the job opportunities for young people in a huge range of specialisms, not just confined to science, but including project management, finance, law etc.
The second Keynote speaker was Sarah Breslin, Director of Scottish CILT (the National Centre for Languages). Sarah asked the audience a number of questions related to languages, for example how many languages are spoken in the different countries of the UK, in Europe, in the world? What are the leading world languages in terms of number of speakers? What percentage of the world speaks English and what percentage speaks no English? The statistics were surprising and illustrated that English, although very important, is not the world’s first language and is already losing dominance in areas such as the internet. 
Sarah encouraged all candidates to learn a language, or keep up a language they had studied in school, as this can greatly enhance career opportunities and provides a very important understanding of other cultures. 
Candidate speakers
SQA was delighted to welcome eight candidates to speak about their projects and their Baccalaureate experience.
The first three candidates, Ross Gallacher, Jack Montgomery and Jamie Steel, came from schools in Central Scotland and attended Forth Valley College for the Interdisciplinary Project component of the Science Baccalaureate. Ross and Jack were candidates from the first year of the award and wanted to tell prospective candidates about the benefits of the Baccalaureate for the next stage of their lives. 
Ross had just successfully completed the first year of Dentistry at university. In response to Sarah’s plea for candidates to keep up their language learning, Ross introduced himself in French, which delighted the audience. The subject of his IP was the effect of drinks on teeth, and to help with his research he made contacts with dentists and a university. He also obtained teeth from a dentist to enable him to carry out experiments and to look at the effects of Coke in particular. In addition, he carried out experimental work on different kinds of toothpaste. Ross found the skills he developed while doing the IP very valuable for university work, especially time management and communication skills.  
Jack has accepted the offer of a Modern Apprenticeship with the company Devro, and is studying part-time. Jack’s project was about the development of bio-diesel from vegetable oil which he tested at the Ineos laboratory in Grangemouth. He has found the communication skills, independent learning and planning skills, which he developed while doing the project, particularly helpful in the workplace.
Jamie is one of this year’s candidates and has just completed his IP on alternative energy sources. He designed and produced a Top Trumps game because he thought this would be an engaging way of imparting the research data he had gathered. He piloted his game with a scout troop. Jamie was proud of his success with the project and stressed the benefits of the skills he had developed, as well as his increased confidence.
Sophie Gilbert was a pupil at Grove Academy in Dundee.  Her project was on the disease Human African Trypanosomiasis, more commonly known as Sleeping Sickness. Sophie researched the causes, the symptoms and the effects on sufferers and discovered that this is a disease which people know little about. She carried out some of her research at Dundee University as part of a Nuffield-funded project, and then further developed her work by carrying out primary research through surveys of the general public and desk research into the disease. 
Sophie wanted to raise public awareness in the hope that this would have an influence on the contribution to charities supporting treatments and therefore help provide protection against the disease. Sophie told delegates that planning and time management were crucial to the success of the project. She gave four presentations so felt she had also gained confidence in speaking to different groups of people.
Rebecca Swan was a pupil at Bell Baxter Academy in Fife. Her project involved researched into Asbestos and the effects on the health of those exposed to it. Rebecca showed an extract from her very powerful presentation, which looked at individuals who had been unwittingly exposed to asbestos and later affected by the disease – some did not even know how or where this had happened. She also challenged the stance taken by the government and the lack of investment in protecting the public and researching treatments.  Part of Rebecca’s presentation was a short film that she had made and edited.
Jonathan Oakman was a pupil at Williamwood High School in East Renfrewshire, who chose the Languages Baccalaureate in S6. His project looked at the effect of using foreign film as a means of engaging language learners. Jonathan worked with a group of young learners to gauge their reaction to the use of film as part of their language learning and also made contact with university specialists on language learning and carried out interviews. 
To present his project Jonathan made and edited a film that included his interviews, the work he had done with younger learners, short extracts from films used in his research, and his conclusions. The skills that Jonathan felt he had developed through the work on his project were communication and presentation skills, planning, time management, independent learning. 
David Yang was a pupil at Hillhead High School. His project was about using Chinese music to interest Scottish people in Chinese language and culture. David is a talented musician and entertained the audience by performing a song which he had written for school children. David’s school, along with other Glasgow schools, took part in a Euroscola project which involved a trip to Strasbourg to take part in a debate with 200 other European pupils. 
David talked about the benefits of being involved in Euroscola and going to Strasbourg, where he was able to carry out research for his project as well as practising his language skills and meeting pupils from all over Europe. The skills he developed were planning, time management, communication, evaluation and independent learning.
Morag Wells was a pupil at Sgoil Lionacleit in Benbecula. Delegates were shown a film of Morag, her teacher, and a member of the Western Isles Education Department talking about her language project.  Morag researched the interest in Celtic/Gàidhlig music in Germany and to what extent this attracts German visitors to Scotalnd and the Western Isles. She made links made with the Celtic Studies Department of the University of Bonn, carried out surveys in German and Gàidhlig, and produced a web page to showcase the work she was doing. Morag also worked with Visit Scotland and presented her findings to them at the end of the project. She said that the project was good preparation for university, and gave her the opportunity to use her languages outside school.
The event
During lunch and at the end of the event there was time for delegates to network and share ideas. Feedback was extremely positive. Of the delegates who completed evaluation forms, all were satisfied or very satisfied with the event. Many said that the speakers were inspirational and that they had provided a wealth of good ideas and advice for prospective candidates and staff.
