St Kents

Rachel’s project this year focused on an e-twinning magazine. The idea behind the project was to allow Rachel opportunity to use not only her skills in English, but also her skills in Italian and French, in order to establish links with schools in both France and Italy, and with the benefit to our students of providing the opportunity to contributing to a magazine.

I chose my project because I didn’t think languages in my school were valued enough, I didn’t think the pupils, particularly younger ones in 3rd or 4th year had enough of an appreciation, so I thought that a project that they would actually be getting involved and they could actually see the benefits of learning a language, would get them more motivated and actually encourage them to take languages further.

Initially she had to come up with a proposal detailing who she was gong to link with, and how she was going to go about it. Then once that was approved by myself and our PTC she then had to come up with a solid plan including a very detailed time line with contingencies that type of thing. Then it was over to Rachel to work the magazine and get involved with the pupils and put it together and link with the schools in Italy and France on her own, so it was quite a different teaching technique for us.

Vicky is Rachel’s Italian teacher, and Rachel was studying Advanced Higher Italian this year, and I was Rachel’s Advanced Higher English teacher. We also have English and modern languages joined together, as part of our faculty structure here at St Kentigerns. So it was very useful for us being able to work together on the actually delivery and also the assessment of the course as well. Rachel’s project is very much an independent project, it’s very much student led. Rachel herself was very diligent and very hard working in the completion of the project. 

When I came up with the idea of making an online magazine with another school, there was quite a lot of research involved, so that was basically the first stage of the project, and I researched making links with schools abroad so I went to the British Council and I researched editing and processing the magazine by visiting the Scotsman. So that was basically the first stage of finding out as much as I possibly could. Then I moved on to start working with the classes so I chose to do Italian exchange first because I knew that the 4th year Italian class was quite small, so it would be more manageable because there were only seven of them. So I went in and briefed the class on the whole project and they were really really enthusiastic to get involved which I was really pleased about.

I think it was really good working in groups and getting to do something different, while still improving your French, it was worthwhile really and it did help and it was fun getting to do something different as well. I think it has really opened up languages to me, and it’s made me enjoy French and learning a new language more. 

Before I did the project I did a little questionnaire with them about how important that they thought languages were and how interested they were in it and then afterwards I did a similar questionnaire and we did little focus group sessions, and especially the 3rd year French class because I think that they had had more direct involvement with other French pupils, they were all writing things like, I can actually see the point on studying French now because it feels like it’s got a purpose that you’re actually communicating with people.

Certainly university is very different to teaching in schools, there is a lot of independent learning going on, and certainly that has prepared Rachel for university, as she knows where to access information and she knows how to get help if she needs it, because tutors at university don’t have time like we do here at school so certainly it’s a great experience for her.

I think in the sense of the independent study that it requires it will definitely help me when I’m at university, because throughout school you’re used to really teacher led things, but the Baccalaureate, although I had a lot of help and support from staff in the school, I had to do it all by myself as I progressed throughout the year, I became more confident in coming up with solutions to problems, instead of going and asking someone how to fix it, so I think being able to do that and being able to work by yourself it’s always going to benefit you in university or in work.

