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General marking principles for National 5 French Listening 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply 
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required 
in candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for 

each answer. 
 
(d) The answers for each question must come from the item. 

 
(e) There are a number of supported marks across the two items. Where there are supported 

marks in the form of a grid, award zero marks where a candidate ticks all boxes. 
 

(f) For questions that ask candidates to ‘state’ or ‘give’, candidates must give a brief, 
accurate response/name. 
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Marking instructions for each question 
 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

1. (a)  • loves travelling 

• more possibilities of finding work  
 

Any 1 from 2 

1  

 (b) (i) • patient 

• ready to help 

2  

 
 

(ii) • conduct a survey on the street 

• phoned a restaurant to book a table  

• took part in guided tours in English 
 
Any 2 from 3  

2  

 (c) 
 

• she treated her as her child  

• they spent their evenings talking about everything  
 

Any 1 from 2 

1  

 (d)  • Dublin is beautiful 

• made friends for life 

2  
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[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

2. (a)  • in three weeks 1  

 (b) (i) • he finds the subject very complicated 

• he’s not good at it  

2  

  (ii) • he works on his listening skills 

• he is trying to improve his pronunciation  
 
Any 1 from 2 

1  

 (c) (i) • he explains everything very clearly 

• he gives too much homework  
 
Any 1 from 2 

1  

  (ii) • he is very funny 

• laugh a lot with him in classes 
 
Any 1 from 2 

1  

 (d)  • he has a shower 

• he continues to study  

2  

 (e)  • spends an hour revising each subject  

• take regular breaks  

• get somebody to ask questions 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2  

 (f)  • walks the dog  

• has dinner with his family  

• reads 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2  
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