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Marking Instructions

Please note that these marking instructions have not been standardised based on candidate
responses. You may therefore need to agree within your centre how to consistently mark an item
if a candidate response is not covered by the marking instructions.
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General marking principles for Advanced Higher Gaelic (Learners) Listening

Always apply these general principles. Use them in conjunction with the detailed marking
instructions, which identify the key features required in candidates’ responses.

(@) Always use positive marking. This means candidates accumulate marks for the
demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding; marks are not deducted
for errors or omissions.

(b) If a candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or detailed
marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance
from your team leader.

(c) Award a mark for each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions and the
answers for each question must come from the item.

(d) Award marks according to the accuracy and relevance of the candidate’s answers. Award
marks where the answer is accurate but expressed in their own words.
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Marking instructions for each question

Listening
Item 1
. Max " .
Question Expected response(s) mark Additional guidance
Do not accept:
1 (@) e to support the féisean when they first started 1
(b) e it has grown and developed over the years 3
¢ it has been going for more than 36 years
e there are more than 45 feisean taking place throughout the
country
e they reach about 73,000 people every year
Any 3 from 4
(c) o strengthens Gaelic in local communities 1
(d) e this will spark an interest in the language throughout Scotland 2
¢ by people being involved in cultural events and the Gaelic Arts
(e) e young people not only learn new skills 3

they are more confident in themselves
have a better understanding of who they are
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Item 2

Question Expected response(s) rchaaer Additional guidance
Do not accept:
(@) e very proud at first 2
e worried/scared she would not be good at it
(b) ¢ he learned new songs from the pupils 1
(c) | (@) |e Learned to play the accordion, the clarsach and the bagpipes 2 must name all instruments
e every Friday afternoon for 2 hours
¢ organised by the volunteers on the island
(if) | e there wasn’t much cost, only £1 (per week) 2 | accept it only cost a pound
e the same lessons would cost hundreds of pounds on the mainland
(d) e one of her old teachers wanted to learn the accordion 1
OR
¢ she had to teach one of her old teachers the accordion
(e) e half an hour every night of playing (the box) 2
e to learn the new music for the next day
(f) o keeping traditional music and dance alive through teaching (at 2
the féisean)
(g) « they make a good living (from traditional music) 2

they travel the world playing at concerts and international
events
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Question

Expected response(s)

Max

Additional guidance

will keep it (Gaelic) going for years to come

mark
Do not accept:
(h) e Her friends little brother did not want to speak Gaelic 2
o He said that Gaelic is just for school
¢ When he went to Féis he heard lots of people speak it
e This encouraged him to use it as well
Any 2 from 4
(i) [ (1) |e raising the status of Gaelic by keeping it right at the 2
heart/centre of things
¢ young people who have no connection to the language become
interested in it
(if) |e the numbers of Gaelic speakers will rise 2
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General marking principles for Advanced Higher Gaelic (Learners) Discursive Writing

Always apply these general principles. Use them in conjunction with the detailed marking
instructions, which identify the key features required in candidates’ responses.

@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(€)

Always use positive marking. This means candidates accumulate marks for the
demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding; marks are not deducted
for errors or omissions.

If a candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or detailed
marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance
from your team leader.

Marking should be holistic. There may be strengths and weaknesses; focus as far as
possible on the strengths, taking account of weaknesses only where they significantly
detract from the overall impression. Award marks for the candidate’s demonstration of
ability in the three main characteristics of writing:

(i) content
(il) accuracy
(iii) language resource.

Using the pegged marks table first select the row of the table in which the descriptors
most closely match the candidate’s piece of writing. Once that row has been identified
follow this guidance:

¢ if the evidence largely matches the descriptors across all of the aspects of the work,
award the higher of the two available marks

¢ if the evidence largely matches the descriptors across most of the aspects of the work,
award the lower of the two available marks.

If you are in doubt about which of two adjacent rows to select, select the upper row and
award the lower pegged mark in that row.

Award the highest pegged mark for writing even if there are minor errors, when these do
not detract from the overall impression.

Candidates are instructed to write 250—300 words. Apply the general and detailed

marking instructions even where the length of the piece of writing falls outside this
range.
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Mark

Content

Accuracy

Language resource

The candidate:

40 e writes in a well organised and demonstrates a very good degree of uses complex and sophisticated
or structured way grammatical accuracy corresponding to language throughout
36 e uses content which is relevant to the level uses a wide range of structures and
the title uses a comprehensive range of verbs vocabulary appropriate to Advanced
e readily adapts learned material as accurately and tenses are consistent and Higher
appropriate to the task accurate uses a comprehensive range of
e addresses the stimulus fully demonstrates confident handling of all verbs/verb forms and tenses
e presents different arguments or aspects of grammar and spelling demonstrates good use of less common
viewpoints and draws a conclusion may make some minor errors which do not adjectives, adverbs, prepositional
e produces a comprehensive, detract from the overall very good phrases and, where appropriate, word
competent, well thought-out impression. order
response in which the language makes very good use of co-ordinating
flows well. conjunctions and subordinate clauses
throughout
may demonstrate some flair.
32 e writes in an organised and demonstrates a good degree of mostly uses complex and sophisticated
or structured way grammatical accuracy corresponding to language
28 e uses content which is mostly the level uses a range of structures and

relevant to the title

may use learned material but not
always appropriately

addresses the stimulus

presents different arguments or
viewpoints and draws a conclusion
produces a competent, well
thought-out response.

uses a range of verbs accurately and
tenses are mostly consistent and accurate
may make a few serious errors in spelling
and/or punctuation which occasionally
detract from the overall impression.

vocabulary appropriate to Advanced
Higher

uses a range of verbs/verb forms and
tenses

makes good use of co-ordinating
conjunctions and subordinate clauses
throughout

may occasionally repeat structures,
verbs, etc.
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Mark

Content

Accuracy

Language resource

The candidate:

24 writes with some sense of structure demonstrates an adequate degree of attempts to use complex and
or e uses content which is mostly grammatical accuracy corresponding to sophisticated language
20 relevant to the title the level attempts to use a range of vocabulary
¢ may rely on the use of learned mostly uses verbs accurately and tenses and structures appropriate to Advanced
material are generally consistent and accurate Higher
e attempts to address the stimulus demonstrates spelling and punctuation uses a few different verbs/verb forms
e attempts to present different which are generally correct and tenses
arguments or viewpoints and to makes errors, some of which may be attempts to use co-ordinating
draw a conclusion serious, in some parts of speech - conjunctions and subordinate clauses.
e produces a competent response. personal pronouns, gender of nouns, may repeat structures, verbs, etc
adjective endings, cases, singular/plural may demonstrate some dictionary
confusion misuse.
produces more correct language than
incorrect.
16 e produces writing which is lacking in demonstrates an inadequate degree of uses a limited amount of complex and
or structure grammatical accuracy corresponding to sophisticated language
12 e uses content which lacks relevance the level uses a limited range of structures and

to the title

e may rely heavily on the use of
learned material

e addresses the stimulus in a limited
way

e may find it difficult to present
different arguments or viewpoints
and to draw a conclusion.

may not be able to use verbs and form
tenses accurately

may use basic structures accurately but
control of the language can deteriorate
significantly

makes errors, many of which are serious
and may impede communication
demonstrates an inadequate degree of
accuracy in spelling and, where
appropriate, word order

overall produces more incorrect than
correct language.

vocabulary appropriate to Advanced
Higher

may use few co-ordinating conjunctions
and subordinate clauses

may use language which is largely
repetitive

may demonstrate unidiomatic
translation from English and/or
examples of dictionary misuse.
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Mark

Content

Accuracy

Language resource

The candidate:

8 e produces writing which is demonstrates serious grammatical uses a very limited amount of complex
or unstructured and lacks organisation inaccuracies corresponding to the level and sophisticated language
4 e uses content which lacks relevance may not be able to use verbs and form uses a very limited range of structures
to the title tenses accurately and vocabulary appropriate to
¢ may not address the stimulus does not use basic structures accurately Advanced Higher
e presents few arguments or and control of the language deteriorates may not cope with more than one or
viewpoints and has difficulty significantly two basic verbs/verb forms and tenses
drawing a conclusion. makes frequent errors, many of which uses language which is largely
are serious and impede communication repetitive
throughout demonstrates unidiomatic translation
demonstrates an insufficient degree of from English, other language
accuracy in spelling and, where interference and/or examples of
appropriate, word order. serious dictionary misuse.
0 e produces writing which is demonstrates little or no evidence of does not use complex and sophisticated

unstructured

uses content which is irrelevant to
the title

is unable to address the stimulus
is unable to present arguments or
viewpoints and/or draw a
conclusion.

grammatical accuracy corresponding to
the level

has great difficulty in spelling most words
correctly and, where appropriate,
demonstrates little or no knowledge of
word order

makes many serious errors which impede
communication throughout.

language

makes little or no use of structures,
verbs/verb forms and other language
features

demonstrates unidiomatic translation
from English, other language
interference and/or examples of
serious dictionary misuse.

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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