
 
 

SQA Advanced Unit Specification 

 

General information for centres 

 

Unit title: Poultry Health 

 

Unit code: HW9V 47 

 

Unit purpose: This unit develops the knowledge and skills needed to permit effective 

management of farmed poultry by minimising disease problems. The unit enables candidates to 

improve their awareness of the principal diseases of poultry, the available control measures and 

appropriate actions, and thereby to assist veterinary professionals. The unit considers poultry health in 

the context of both management and legislative constraints. 

 

On completion of the unit the candidate should be able to: 

 

1 explain important infectious diseases of poultry 

2 explain the vaccination of poultry 

3 manage a breakdown in poultry health 

4 explain the current legislation relevant to poultry health and welfare 

 

Credit points and level: 1 SQA Credit at SCQF level 7: (8 SCQF credit points at SCQF  

level 7*) 

 
*SCQF credit points are used to allocate credit to qualifications in the Scottish Credit and Qualifications 

Framework (SCQF). Each qualification in the Framework is allocated a number of SCQF credit points at an 

SCQF level. There are 12 SCQF levels, ranging from National 1 to Doctorates. 

 

Recommended prior knowledge and skills: No prior knowledge is required however, it 

is recommended that candidates have an appreciation of cell function and microbial activity 

equivalent to Biology at National 5. 

 

Core skills: There are opportunities to develop the core skill of Communication at SCQF level 6 

in this unit, although there is no automatic certification of core skills or core skills components. 

 

Context for delivery: If this unit is delivered as part of a group award, it is recommended that 

it should be taught and assessed within the subject area of the group award to which it contributes. 

 

Assessment: Outcomes 1 and 2 are assessed by means of closed-book tests, which may be 

integrated. Outcome 3 is assessed using an investigative exercise. Outcome 4 is assessed by restricted-

response questions in an open-book exercise. 
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SQA Advanced Unit Specification: statement of standards 
 

Unit title: Poultry Health 
 

Unit code: HW9V 47 
 

The sections of the unit stating the outcomes, knowledge and/or skills, and evidence requirements are 

mandatory. 

 

Where evidence for outcomes is assessed on a sample basis, the whole of the content listed in the 

knowledge and/or skills section must be taught and available for assessment. Candidates should not 

know in advance the items on which they will be assessed and different items should be sampled on 

each assessment occasion. 

 

Outcome 1 
 

Explain important infectious diseases of poultry 

 

Knowledge and/or skills 

 Poultry diseases 

 Disease aetiology 

 Clinical signs of disease 

 Treatment and control methods 

 

Evidence requirements 

Candidates will need to provide evidence to demonstrate their knowledge and/or skills by showing 

that they can for five infectious diseases: 

 

 explain the incidence and causes of the disease 

 describe the clinical signs of the disease 

 explain the methods of treatment and control appropriate to the disease 

 

The five infectious diseases must include at least one from each of the following categories: 

 

 bacterial 

 viral 

 protozoal 

 parasitic 

 

Assessment guidelines 

This may be assessed by means of a timed, online quiz. The assessment may be combined with that 

for Outcome 2. 
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Outcome 2 
 

Explain the vaccination of poultry 
 

Knowledge and/or skills 

 Vaccine types 

 Vaccine administration methods 

 Resources required for vaccination 
 

Evidence requirements 

Candidates will need to provide evidence to demonstrate their knowledge and/or skills by showing 

that they can: 
 

 explain three differences between live and inactivated types of vaccines 

 explain two methods of vaccination and for each, give three advantages and three disadvantages 

 explain the resources required to administer vaccine by one method 
 

Assessment guidelines 

This may be assessed by means of a timed, online quiz. 

 

The assessment may be combined with that for Outcome 1. 
 

Outcome 3 
 

Manage a breakdown in poultry health 

 

Knowledge and/or skills 

 Poultry flock husbandry 

 Infectious diseases 

 Non-infectious causes of disease 

 Treatment measures 

 Preventative measures 

 

Evidence requirements 

Candidates will need to provide evidence to demonstrate their knowledge and/or skills by showing 

that they can: 

 

 accurately record the flock husbandry in terms of stock performance and management and the 

case history of the progression of a disease 

 analyse husbandry and case history information and based on the analysis, prepare a diagnosis as 

to the likely infectious and non-infectious causes of the disease 

 develop appropriate treatment measures to be taken for the study flock that would apply in a 

commercial situation on health and cost benefit grounds, with consideration of relevant legal, 

welfare and financial constraints 

 recommend preventative measures for future flocks to avoid recurrences, in accordance with 

commercial practice 
 

Assessment guidelines 

This outcome may be assessed by means of an assignment where the candidate investigates a disease 

scenario. This may be a real or hypothetical situation. 
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Outcome 4 
 

Explain the current legislation relevant to poultry health and welfare 

 

Knowledge and/or skills 

 Welfare legislation and guidance on farm, during transport and at slaughter 

 Legislation relating to notifiable diseases 

 Legislation relating to salmonella control 

 

Evidence requirements 

Candidates will need to provide evidence to demonstrate their knowledge and/or skills by showing 

that they can explain the application and provisions of defined legislation and other significant 

documents on poultry health and welfare issues, to 10 defined situations. The situations should 

include at least: one notifiable disease, one salmonella situation, and three welfare issues. 

 

The explanations must include the actions that should be taken by specified responsible persons (eg 

the stockworker, farmer veterinarian, etc) to protect bird health and welfare in specific situations 

likely to arise on a poultry farm with reasoning based on the relevant legislation and/or guidance 

document. 

 

Assessment guidelines 

This outcome is best assessed by short-response questions in an open-book exercise. Access to 

relevant Scottish legislative or guidance documents or their amendments, will be required: 

 

Tutors should ensure that the current legislative and guidance documents are available to candidates 

for consideration. 
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Administrative information 
 

Unit code: HW9V 47 

 

Unit title: Poultry Health 

 

Superclass category: SH 

 

Publication date: November 2017 

 

Version: 02 (August 2020) 

 

History of changes: 

 

Version Description of change Date 

02 Minor amendments to Evidence Requirements and Assessment 

Guidelines to increase flexibility in assessment 

August 

2020 

   

   

   

   

 

Source: SQA 

 
© Scottish Qualifications Authority 2008, 2017, 2022 

 

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part for educational purposes provided that no 

profit is derived from reproduction and that, if reproduced in part, the source is acknowledged. 

 

SQA acknowledges the valuable contribution that Scotland’s colleges have made to the development 

of SQA Advanced Qualifications. 

 

Further information 

Call SQA’s Customer Contact Centre on 44 (0) 141 500 5030 or 0345 279 1000. Alternatively, 

complete our Centre Feedback Form. 

 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/77338.html?id=2


SQA Advanced Unit Specification 

SQA Advanced Unit (HW9V 47): Poultry Health  6 

SQA Advanced Unit Specification: support notes 
 

Unit title: Poultry Health 
 

This part of the unit specification is offered as guidance. The support notes are not mandatory. 

 

While the exact time allocated to this unit is at the discretion of the centre, the notional design length 

is 40 hours. 

 

Guidance on the content and context for this unit 
 

Infectious and non-infectious diseases of poultry can have a significant effect on the health, welfare 

and productivity of commercial poultry kept for meat or egg production. It is essential that poultry 

farmers are familiar with the most important diseases of poultry to permit them to take appropriate 

measures to prevent or treat such diseases. Poultry farmers must also be aware of the legislation 

appertaining to poultry health and welfare. This unit seeks to improve understanding of poultry health 

and associated legislation. 

 

Outcome 1 is concerned with specific important infectious diseases of poultry caused by bacteria, 

viruses, protozoa, internal parasites and external parasites. The incidence, cause, clinical signs, 

treatment and control of specified diseases will be considered. 

 

Outcome 2 focuses on the use of vaccination as a means of disease control by the poultry industry. 

The advantages and disadvantages of different methods of vaccine delivery will be explored, and the 

resources required to administer different types of vaccine will be discussed. 

 

Outcome 3 builds on Outcomes 1 and 2 by considering the actions to be taken in the event of a 

specific breakdown in poultry health. The interaction between management, husbandry, infectious and 

non-infectious diseases will be considered, and the candidate will learn the process of disease 

diagnosis, treatment and future control. 

 

In considering appropriate treatment measures to be taken for the study flock, the important skill is 

that when there is a health breakdown, the candidate should be able to gather all relevant information 

to make a diagnosis, instigate treatment and modify the production to minimise the risk of recurrence 

to the standard expected of a good house/farm manager. 

 

Outcome 4 requires candidates to be familiar with legislation relating to different scenarios such as 

on-farm welfare, welfare during transit, welfare at slaughter, notifiable disease legislation, and 

legislation for the control of salmonella in poultry. Access will be required to the relevant legislation 

regarding poultry diseases (including avian influenza and salmonella), animal health, welfare of 

farmed animals, zoonoses, transport and slaughter.  
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Guidance on the delivery and assessment of this unit 
 

The unit is specifically designed for use as part of a group award in poultry production and it is best 

studied in this context. The unit is expected to be delivered primarily in a classroom environment; 

however, access to a poultry flock would be beneficial. As the unit covers significant poultry diseases 

including notifiable diseases it is unlikely that they will be observed first hand by candidates. Hence it 

is anticipated that significant photographic, video and other A/V resources will be needed to deliver 

and assess the unit. A large bank of such material will be required in order to illustrate the range and 

diversity of symptoms evident with some diseases, and to ensure that candidates consider the detail of 

the material rather than associate the disease with a particular photograph. 

 

The unit is assessed by different instruments of assessment. Outcomes 1 and 2 can be assessed as 

timed quizzes. 

 

By contrast, Outcome 3 is perhaps best assessed by an assignment consisting of an examination of 

material gathered by the candidate based on a real or hypothetical health issue and submitted by the 

candidate at the end of the outcome delivery. For example, the candidate could take the part of an 

animal health adviser, and a staff member could assume the role of the poultry farmer. The ‘health 

adviser’ could quiz the ‘farmer’ to discover the signs and extent of disease, how the farm is managed, 

the actions taken by the farm, the response of the birds to remedial measures, and other information 

critical to the diagnosis. This could take place over a true-to-life timeframe. Alternatively the 

candidate could take the role of the farm manager with the staff member assuming the role of the 

stockman. The manager could quiz the stockman to discover the cause of the health breakdown and 

monitor the success, or otherwise, of the treatment methods. 

 

Outcome 4 deals with specific detailed legislation and can be assessed by means a set of set of short-

response questions and answers to demonstrate the ability candidates to locate the required 

information in previously distributed documents. In this case, it is desirable for the questions to be 

constructed such that candidates are encouraged to answer in plain language rather than reiterating the 

legislation verbatim. For example, the candidate may asked to explain the actions that are required of 

the farmer and the veterinarian in the event of an outbreak of avian influenza. 

 

Opportunities for developing core skills 

 

The assignment developed for Outcome 3 requires the candidate to collect and collate data from both 

oral and written sources. They then prepare an evaluation involving complex interpretations and 

judgement. This should provide ample opportunity to demonstrate the skill of Communication 

including reading, writing and Oral Communication elements, at SCQF level 6, although there is no 

automatic certification of core skills or core skills components. 
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Open learning 
 

It would be possible for this unit to be completed by distance learning. The assessments can be 

completed on-line. Access to the specified pieces of current legislation and guidance would be 

required.  

 

Equality and inclusion 
 

This unit specification has been designed to ensure that there are no unnecessary barriers to learning 

or assessment. The individual needs of learners should be taken into account when planning learning 

experiences, selecting assessment methods or considering alternative evidence. 

 

Further advice can be found on our website www.sqa.org.uk/assessmentarrangements. 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/assessmentarrangements
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General information for candidates 
 

Unit title: Poultry Health 
 

This unit is designed to enable you to develop the knowledge and/or skills to permit effective 

management of farmed poultry by minimising disease problems. It will improve your awareness of 

the principal diseases of poultry, the available control measures and appropriate actions and thereby to 

assist veterinary professionals. The unit considers poultry health in the context of both management 

and legislative constraints. 

 

Infectious and non-infectious diseases of poultry can have a significant effect on the health, welfare 

and productivity of commercial poultry kept for meat or egg production. It is essential that poultry 

farmers are familiar with the most important diseases of poultry to permit them to take appropriate 

measures to prevent or treat such diseases. This unit will arm you with the vital knowledge and skills 

that will help to ensure the health of your poultry flock. It is also essential that you are aware of the 

signs and symptoms of notifiable diseases so that the appropriate authorities can be informed, and 

again this forms an important part of this unit. Poultry farmers must also be aware of the legislation 

relating to poultry health and welfare. This unit will improve your understanding of poultry health and 

associated legislation. 

 

This unit is assessed using four instruments of assessment. Outcomes 1 and 2 are assessed by means 

of timed quizzes. Outcome 3 is assessed using an investigative exercise. Outcome 4 is assessed by 

short-response questions in an open-book exercise. 

 

There are opportunities to develop the core skill of Communication at SCQF level 6 in this unit, 

although there is no automatic certification of core skills or core skills components. 


