
Advanced Higher Computing Science 
Project 2018–19 
In session 2018-19, the Advanced Higher Computing Science project will be submitted to 
SQA for external marking. It will no longer be internally marked in centres. 
 
The following information replaces the guidance in the ‘Assessment conditions’ and 
‘Evidence to be gathered’ sections of the Advanced Higher Computing Science General 
Assessment Information document.  
 
The guidance below is for teachers and lecturers. Please refer to this for the Advanced 
Higher project in session 2018-19.  
 

Assessment conditions 
You must exercise your professional responsibility in ensuring that evidence submitted by 
a candidate is the candidate’s own work. 
 
This assessment will be carried out over a period of time. Candidates should start at an 
appropriate point in the Course. This will normally be after they have started work on the 
Units in the Course. 
 
This is an open-book assessment. There are no restrictions on the resources to which 
candidates may have access. 
 
Independent working and ‘reasonable assistance’ 
Candidates must undertake the assessment independently. However, reasonable 
assistance may be provided prior to, and during the formal assessment process, as 
described below. 
 
Reasonable assistance should be limited to constructive comment and/or questioning. You 
should not adopt a directive role or provide specific advice on how to re-phrase, improve 
responses or provide model answers as this would constitute support for assessment and 
you need to be aware that this would be going beyond reasonable assistance. 
 
Preparing candidates for assessment 
In addition to providing learning activities to develop candidates’ subject knowledge and 
skills, you may give advice on generic skills such as how to produce a project plan or 
conduct research. This would normally be given to a class or group of candidates. 
 
Advising candidates on choice of topic/problem 
Candidates are not assessed on choosing a suitable problem for their project, so your input 
and advice on the candidate’s choice of a problem should be given, to ensure that the 
chosen problem is suitably complex and challenging, but is achievable. 
 
  



Additional support and guidance to candidates during the project 
Candidates should work independently once the formal assessment process has started, 
with your input limited to constructive comment and/or questioning, as described above. 
 
However, it may be necessary for you to provide more significant input and advice for 
some candidates at the early stages of the project — project planning, producing a 
requirements specification and test plan — to allow them to continue to later stages.  
 
You must record any significant advice and guidance given to a candidate, over and above 
reasonable assistance, by detailing this in the ‘Record of support’ below. This ensures that 
this is reflected in the marks awarded for those aspects. This would generally mean a 
mark from the lower bands for these aspects. 
 
Supervision 
The project will be conducted under some supervision and control. This means that 
although candidates may complete part of the work outside the learning and teaching 
setting, you should put in place processes for monitoring progress and ensuring that the 
work is the candidate’s own and that plagiarism has not taken place. For example: 
 
 regular checkpoint/progress meetings with candidates 
 short spot-check personal interviews 
 checklists which record activity/progress 
 
Group work approaches as part of the preparation for assessment can be helpful to 
simulate real-life situations, share tasks and promote team-working skills. However, group 
work is not appropriate once formal work on assessment has started. 
 
Once the project has been completed and submitted, it must not be returned to the 
candidate for further work to improve the mark. 
 

  



Evidence to be gathered 
SQA will provide candidate flyleafs for submission of candidate evidence. Evidence will be 
uplifted from centres on 24 April 2019. 
 
All candidate evidence (whether created manually or electronically) must be submitted to 
SQA in a paper-based format. This includes hard copies of program listings, screenshots, 
web page source files, data files or similar, as appropriate. 
 
The following candidate evidence is required for this assessment: 
 
 detailed project plan 
 requirements specification 
 test plan 
 iterative design and development of the solution 
 interface design 
 program/data structure design 
 implementation 
 final testing of solution 
 evaluation of the solution and the development process 
 the candidate’s ‘record of progress’ through the project including reflective 

commentary and all items of evidence specified within the task 
 
The completed ‘Record of support’ table must be submitted where appropriate.  
 
Record of progress 
Entries in the candidate’s ‘record of progress’ contribute to the marks to be awarded for 
the process-based aspects of the project: planning, designing and implementing the 
solution. 
 
Research/analysis and evaluation 
Marks for these aspects may be based on evidence produced at various stages throughout 
the project, and are not limited to initial research and analysis or final evaluation. 
 

  



Advanced Higher Computing Science project — 
record of support  
Please use this form to record any significant advice and guidance you have given to a 
candidate that goes beyond the reasonable assistance outlined in the conditions of 
assessment. You must submit the completed form to SQA along with the candidate’s 
evidence.  
 
Candidate name:  ________________________  
 
Candidate number:  ___________________ Centre: ______________________ 
 

Stage of project Support provided 

Producing a detailed 
project plan 

 

Producing a 
requirements 
specification 

 

Producing a test plan 

 

Interface design 

 

Program/data structure 
design  

 



Implementation 

 

Final testing of solution 

 

Evaluating the solution 
and development 
process 

 

 

Teacher or lecturer  Date  

 


