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Fill in these boxes and read what is printed below.

Full name of centre Town

Forename(s) Surname Number of seat

Date of birth
Day Month Year Scottish candidate number

Total marks — 30

Attempt BOTH parts.
In Part 2 attempt EITHER Task 1 OR Task 2.

You may NOT use a dictionary.

Write your answers clearly in the spaces provided in this booklet. Additional space for answers is
provided at the end of this booklet. If you use this space you must clearly identify the question
number you are attempting.

Use blue or black ink.

Before leaving the examination room you must give this booklet to the Invigilator; if you do not,
you may lose all the marks for this paper.
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Total marks — 30 THIS

MARGIN
Attempt BOTH Parts.

As a guide, you may wish to spend about 30 minutes on Part 1 and about 40 minutes
on Part 2.

Part 1 — Everyday Life 15

Read the task below and write your answer on the lined answer sheets below and on
page 03.

A friend gave you some tickets to a leisure event, eg a concert or a festival, as
he/she could no longer attend due to illness. You have now been to the event. Write
an e-mail to him/her about your experience. You should cover some or all of the
following:

¢ Ask about/comment on your friend’s illness
» Describe your journey to the event

» Describe the atmosphere at the event

¢ Say what you enjoyed about the experience

» Offer something in return for the tickets

You should write between 140—160 words.
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Part 2— Work OR Study THIS

1 5 MARGIN

Read the two tasks below. Task 1 is work-related and Task 2 is study-related.
Attempt ONE task only.

Write the task number you have selected in the box at the top of page 06. Write your
answer on the lined answer sheets on pages 06 and 07.

Task 1 — Work
Report

You work for a company based in Glasgow. Your manager would like to book a team-
building event for 20 staff. She has asked you to write a report, considering each
venue below, recommending the best option and justifying your choice. Consider the
following points. You can also add your own ideas.

* cost
* location
* suitability for all staff

e team-building potential
You should write between 200—220 words.

Morlich Outdoor Centre

We offer a full day of outdoor sports such as archery, shooting,
pony-riding, canoeing, sailing and rock climbing.

Distance from Glasgow: 93 miles. Price per person: £120.

City of Edinburgh Treasure Hunt

We provide teams with a treasure map, a digital camera and a
list of items to find and photograph. Your staff will have an
exciting afternoon.

Distance from Glasgow: 52 miles. Price per person: £25.

Craiglongton Castle, Ayrshire

After a fine dinner in our beautiful castle, guests will divide into
teams for a quiz, followed by a karaoke competition.

Distance from Glasgow: 27 miles. Price per person: £38.
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Part 2 (continued) MARGIN

OR

Task 2 — Study
Essay

“When choosing subjects/courses to study at school/college, the most important
thing to consider is if you enjoy them.”

Discuss the above statement, using your own experience. You may wish to consider:
future career

options at college/university

what you are interested in

what you find challenging/easy

family/social pressure

current job market

You should write between 200—220 words.
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Marking Instructions

These marking instructions have been provided to show how SQA would mark this
specimen question paper.

The information in this publication may be reproduced to support SQA qualifications only
on a non-commercial basis. If it is reproduced, SQA should be clearly acknowledged as
the source. If it is to be used for any other purpose, written permission must be obtained
from permissions@sqa.org.uk.

Where the publication includes materials from sources other than SQA (ie secondary
copyright), this material should only be reproduced for the purposes of examination or
assessment. If it needs to be reproduced for any other purpose it is the user’s
responsibility to obtain the necessary copyright clearance.
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General marking principles for National 5 ESOL Writing

This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be
read in conjunction with the specific marking instructions for each question. The marking
schemes are written to assist in determining the ‘minimal acceptable answer’ rather than
listing every possible correct and incorrect answer.

(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these
general marking principles and the specific marking instructions for the relevant
question.

(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response,
marks are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and
understanding: they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or
omissions.

(c) In addition, markers should use their professional judgement, subject knowledge
and experience, and understanding to mark candidate responses.

For each piece of writing, with reference to Content and Organisation, Vocabulary and
Spelling, and Grammar and Punctuation, assess the overall quality of the response and
allocate it a mark within the appropriate range.

Check that all required content has been addressed.

A script can be awarded full marks yet still contain a number of basic slips and errors of
grammar, spelling and punctuation, etc.

If answers are written in capitals, use legibility as a criterion.
e If the piece of writing falls within the top range, use your professional judgement in
a holistic way to apply a mark between 13 and 15.

e The “intended reader” is the reader nominated or intended by the question
(eg a friend, a manager, a teacher).
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Marking instructions for each question

Content and organisation

Vocabulary and spelling

Grammar and punctuation

Marks

Fully achieves task with well-
developed support for each
point made.

Writing is coherent and cohesive
with a very positive impact on
the reader.

Style and layout are wholly
appropriate for intended reader.
There is clear evidence of
structure/paragraphing.

Uses an optimum range of
vocabulary accurately and
appropriately within the
context of the task.

There are no, or few,
spelling errors.

Uses an optimum range of
grammatical structures
appropriately, with a high
level of accuracy.

Punctuation is accurate.

13-15

Writing is coherent and cohesive
with a positive impact on the
reader.

Fully achieves task with clear
support for each point made.

Style and layout are wholly
appropriate for intended reader.
There is evidence of
structure/paragraphing.

Uses a wide range of
vocabulary accurately and
appropriately within the
context of the task.

There may be minor
spelling errors.

Uses a wide range of
grammatical structures
with a reasonably high
level of accuracy.

Punctuation is mostly
accurate.

11-12
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Content and organisation Vocabulary and spelling | Grammar and punctuation Marks
Writing is coherent and cohesive |Uses a reasonably wide Uses a reasonably wide 9-10
and message is clear. range of vocabulary mainly |range of grammatical

accurately and structures with some
Fully achieves task with support |appropriately within the errors.
for some points made. context of the task.
Style and layout are appropriate |There may be minor Punctuation is mostly
for intended reader. Although spelling errors. accurate.
there may be no evidence of
paragraphing, the structure is
clear.
Writing is generally coherent and |Uses an adequate range of |Uses an adequate range of 8

cohesive. Mostly achieves task.

Style and layout are mainly
appropriate for intended reader.

Although there may be no
evidence of paragraphing, the
structure is mostly clear.

vocabulary with a level of
accuracy appropriate to
the task.

There may be spelling
errors.

grammatical structures,
though errors may be
frequent.

There may be errors in
punctuation.
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Content and organisation Vocabulary and spelling | Grammar and punctuation Marks
Coherence is weak in places and |Uses a limited range of Uses only a limited range 6—7
range of cohesive devices is vocabulary with errors in | of grammatical structures,
limited and/or inappropriately |accuracy and appropriacy. |which may contain
used. Message may be difficult frequent errors.
to follow. There may be spelling

errors which impede Punctuation may be
Task may be achieved. communication. inaccurate.
Style and layout may be
inappropriate for intended
reader. Structure may be
confused.
Lack of coherence and cohesion |Only basic vocabulary Grammatical structures 0-5

means message is not conveyed
on first reading.

Writing is mainly irrelevant to
task with inappropriate style and
layout for intended reader.

There is no coherence or
cohesion.

Writing does not relate to task.

Less than 20% of recommended
word count.

attempted, with frequent
errors.

Use of vocabulary is wholly
inadequate.

contain frequent errors
which impede
communication.

Punctuation may be
inaccurate.

Errors predominate.

[END OF SPECIMEN MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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