SQA Accreditation
Visit to Royal Academy of Dance (RAD)
Awarding body centre report
15 November 2012 to 21 November 2012

Note
The findings of this report will be presented to the Scottish Qualifications Authority’s (SQA)
Accreditation Committee and made available to colleagues from the Welsh Government,
the Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA) and the Office of
Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) with a view to informing future
accreditation and re-accreditation submissions submitted by the awarding body.
The report will be published on SQA Accreditation’s website.
Please note that SQA Accreditation monitoring activity is conducted on a sampling basis.
As a consequence, not all aspects of an awarding body’s performance in quality
assurance, contract compliance, implementation, awarding of certificates, and fee
arrangements have been considered in this report to the same depth.
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Section 1: Introduction
The purpose of the visit
SQA Accreditation conducts audits of all awarding bodies offering SQA accredited
qualifications or Units. The audit methodology includes visits to a sample of the awarding
body’s approved centres or assessment sites. The aim of these visits is to:
 confirm that quality assurance arrangements are being conducted by the awarding
body in accordance with its prescribed arrangements
 satisfy SQA Accreditation of the awarding body’s performance against SQA
Accreditation’s Awarding Body Criteria (2007)
 all Key Goals were included within the scope of the centre monitoring activity
 confirm that the awarding body’s quality assurance arrangements are being
conducted in a consistent manner, within and between centres
 inform future monitoring activity for the awarding body

Centre visit dates
Two examination venues visits were conducted between 15 November 2012 and 21
November 2012.
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Section 2: Discussion
Areas of good practice
The following area of good practice was noted:
 RAD Examiners were extremely professional, especially in ensuring that candidates
were at ease and understood what was expected of them.

Areas of non-compliance
During the course of the centre monitoring visits it was found that the awarding body was
in compliance with SQA Accreditation’s Awarding Body Criteria (2007)
No compliance issues were identified by the Accreditation Auditor as a result of the
current round of monitoring activity.
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Section 3: Action plan
A non-compliance will be recorded where the Auditor finds evidence of non-compliance
with either any of the criteria contained in SQA Accreditation’s Awarding Body Criteria
(2007) or any of the conditions attached to SQA accredited qualifications at the time of
accreditation. When recording a non-compliance, the Auditor will agree the action to be
taken by the awarding body and a timetable for the resolution of each non-compliance.
SQA Accreditation risk rates each non-compliance recorded during an audit of the
awarding body. This section lists the grade of risk attached to each of the awarding
body’s non-compliances. See Appendix 2 for an explanation of grades of risk.
An observation will be noted to ensure that any area of potential improvement is noted
for future reference. As observations are recorded for awarding body consideration only,
it is not necessary to agree a timescale to resolve the observation in the awarding body
action plan.
Once agreed, the action plan is signed by representatives from both SQA Accreditation
and the awarding body, and will inform future monitoring activity for the awarding body.
Non-compliance
Non-compliance
N/A

Agreed action and date

Criterion

Risk rating

Observations
Observations
N/A

Recommendations
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Signatures of agreement to awarding body action
plan: RAD 2012
For and on behalf of RAD:

For and on behalf of SQA Accreditation:

Signature

Signature

........................................................................ ........................................................................
Designation

Designation

........................................................................ ........................................................................
Date

Date

........................................................................ ........................................................................
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Appendix 1: Documents reviewed
The following documents were reviewed during the course of the centre monitoring
visits.
Document title
RAD Examinations Information. Rules
and Regulations (Scotland)
RAD Examiners Handbook
RAD Guidelines for Examination
Attendants
RAD Examination Session/Tour
Evaluation Report Administrators
RAD Examiner Tour Quality Assurance
Report
RAD Specification
Graded Examination in Dance: Grade 1
(Ballet)
Graded Examination in Dance: Grade 2
(Ballet)
Graded Examination in Dance: Grade 3
(Ballet)
RAD Specification
RAD Vocational Graded Examination in
Dance: Advanced 1 (Ballet)
RAD Vocational Graded Examination in
Dance: Advanced 2 (Ballet)
RAD Specification
RAD Vocational Graded Examination in
Dance: Intermediate (Ballet)
RAD Vocational Graded Examination in
Dance: Advanced Foundation (Ballet)
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Version number
(if known)

Issue date
(if known)
1 January 2012 to
31 December 2012

1 January 2012 to
31 December 2012
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Appendix 2: Risk rating of non-compliances
SQA Accreditation assigns a risk rating to each non-compliance recorded as a result of
an awarding body audit or through our centre monitoring activity. The table below
illustrates how the rating for a non-compliance is assigned and identifies the possible
impact of the non-compliance on qualifications and/or the learner.
The assignment of a risk rating allows an awarding body to target their resources to
areas that have been identified as having a major impact. The risk rating also allows
SQA Accreditation to target its resources to support awarding bodies in improving their
performance.
Rating

Risk

1

Very low

2

Low

3

Medium

4

High

5

Very
high

Impact of non-compliance
The non-compliance is likely to cause minimal concern and would
not threaten the integrity of the qualification or impact adversely on
the learner. Any overall effect is likely to be small scale and/or
localised, rather than widespread. The issue identified is unlikely to
recur once resolved and no long lasting damage would be
anticipated.
The non-compliance is of low impact but of sufficient importance to
merit intervention, with a low threat to the systems or procedures
associated with the qualification and/or impact on the learner.
Disruption may not just be localised but more widespread and
would possibly cause residual damage; however, this could be
easily corrected without further consequence.
The non-compliance could potentially damage the credibility of the
qualification and/or be detrimental to the learner. There may be
some impact to the systems or procedures that support the
qualification or the operational effectiveness of the awarding body.
The non-compliance could have a high impact on the integrity and
reliability of the qualification or the effective operation of the
awarding body as a whole if corrective action is not quickly taken.
There is a high probability that the qualification and/or learner will
be negatively affected.
The non-compliance will have a serious impact on the integrity and
reliability of the qualification or the effective operation of the
awarding body if corrective action is not immediately taken. There
is a very high probability that the qualification and/or learner will be
negatively affected.

In assigning a risk rating, each non-compliance is considered on its own merit, taking
account of the context in which it was identified.
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