Rachel S’ Experience 
Pamela Tosh: The baccalaureate is aimed at students who want to specialise in languages at university. The interdisciplinary project is a brand new element in the Scottish system. Their project aims to develop students’ skills as independent learners and it encourages them to draw on learning across and beyond the curriculum and to make connections between the languages they’re studying and the world in which they live, work and study.

Rachel: I  decided to study the languages baccalaureate this year because languages are my main interest at school and I thought this would be a good opportunity to bide in that interest, maybe learn a bit more about the languages I’m studying and possibly apply my language skills to other things, things that I wouldn’t do in my school subjects. I also thought it would be good to take on a project at university level because that’s what I’m planning to do next year and the bringing together all my skills, I thought that would be a really good experience for whatever I go on to do later in life.


Well, my project was based on how Britain and Scotland don’t have a very good reputation when it comes to learning languages, their attainment or even speaking foreign languages abroad and I figured that has to  come from education, so initially I was concerned with finding out what motivates and encourages primary school children to learn a language, so different teaching styles, different methods, different activities, but I also learnt a lot about the place of languages in Britain  and I did some comparative research abroad with primary schools in France and Spain so that I could compare the primary teaching of languages there with here. 

Kaukab Stewart: It’s been a pleasure to have Rachel in the class she’s done a variety of activities with the children including verbal interactions to practice their French, she’s been involved in playing games with them and, obviously, children love learning through play even at primary six so they’ve enjoyed playing ‘snap’ games, oral games, visual games where they’ve had to rearrange pictures of people and then put labels on them, she’s been able to go round and support that – she’s also introduced it actually, and at one point she did do an assessment of the children as well where they were able to offer feedback on how she did those games and they really enjoyed it. She’s also gone round and helped generally assisting myself when I’ve been teaching French to the primary sixes.

Rachel: I tried a few different teaching methods, I started  off using an inter-active website on a Smart Board so they could join in, touch the screen and play the games and I was standing, giving that lesson to the whole class; for me that wasn’t as effective as the group work, but that could be because I’m not a qualified teacher and it was quite daunting standing up, just from the aspects of controlling the class that was harder for me, but certainly what worked the best method was when I sat with a group of about six or so pupils so I could monitor all of them and it was games that they liked, especially the kind of games where they could work independently and work out the rules themselves and control the games so they weren’t being lectured at about how to do something, they liked the aspect of doing it themselves. 

My main conclusion wasn’t what I thought. I ended up finding out that there’s not that much of a difference and I did quite a lot of research and I found a lot of documents comparing Britain with other European countries and about a conference debating the problem of teaching languages in Scotland and the main problem wasn’t so much how they’re taught, but it ended up being how we value languages because it’s almost like it’s not important in Britain as it is in other European countries and that seemed to be the main difference.


 I think I learned a lot of skills. Mainly, I’d say, skills in planning and organisation and time management because I had to plan everything ahead in detail so I knew what I wanted to get out of this, what I wanted to find out. Also my time management, which in a way was a problem, but I picked myself up from that  and I recovered time and developed a schedule I knew I had to stick to because otherwise I wouldn’t be able to get it done.


Certainly I’ve learnt a bit about teaching because I plan to have a career in teaching. I think my confidence has also grown, delivering my final presentation, but also for standing up and almost being a teacher for the P6 pupils; it was quite scary, but I feel quite good that I can do that and that they’ve learnt something from me and I’ve passed something onto them as well./
Alison: When Rachel mentioned she was going to study the baccalaureate, I was very pleased that she had been given this opportunity, but it was something that we hadn’t really heard much about so it was all very new to us, but I was also very proud that she would be amongst the first to be studying this qualification.
David: I think the help she’ll get from this is she’s been used to studying at first year university level so when she goes to university, she’ll definitely be a step ahead, hopefully be capable of doing the work at that level. I think it’s also helped her learn how to relate to professional adults in a mature way and seek support, but not depend on them. 

K.S.: There’s been enormous from having Rachel with us at Granton, especially with my class, I feel that she’s benefitted, her confidence has grown from when I first met her, she can interact very freely with the children she’s got a wide repertoire of games that she plays including the ICT skills that she’s used, we’ve used the Smart Board and brought up wonderful games that children can go up and touch and change, they can hear the accents, they can ‘ecoutez’ and ‘repetez’ as they say and I’ve learned from that, I’m developing my skills all the time as well and she’s introduced me to IT skills, to IT games and resources that maybe I wouldn’t normally have used so easily, so I’ve benefitted, I feel Rachel’s benefitted and as for the children, they’ve had a wonderful time interacting with Rachel 
