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Introduction 
This document contains instructions for teachers, lecturers and candidates for 
the National 5 Music Technology assignment in session 2020–21.  
 
There is no requirement to assess candidates on audio capture due to COVID-19 
and the difficulties associated with the safe use of microphones and recording 
equipment. Candidates can record their own audio if centres can safely 
facilitate this. 
 
SQA has published media files for candidates to allow them to demonstrate 
mandatory skills in manipulating and mixing audio files. These files are 
provided in 48kHz/32bit format and are raw and unprocessed. Candidates 
should ensure that they are importing them using the correct settings in their 
digital audio workstation (DAW) sessions. Candidates must demonstrate their 
skills in editing and processing these files in this assignment. Centres can 
download the .wav files from SQA’s secure website. 
 
Copyright restrictions prevent SQA from providing audio for film soundtracks, 
audiobooks, computer games or other similar contexts. 
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Assignment — session 2020–21 
This assignment is worth 80 marks. The marks contribute 70% of the overall 
marks for the course assessment. 
 
This is one of two course assessment components. The other component is a 
question paper. 
 
This assignment has two tasks. Each task has three stages.  
 
Stage 1 titled ‘planning the production’ has 10 marks.  
Stage 2 titled ‘implementing the production’ has 20 marks.  
Stage 3 titled ‘evaluating the production’ has 10 marks.  
 
The instructions for candidates and sample briefs in this document should be 
given to candidates. Candidates should choose two of these briefs in discussion 
with their teacher or lecturer. Each sample brief is based on a different 
context and media files in .wav format will be provided for each of these 
sample briefs: 
 
♦ creating a short radio broadcast involving sound, speech and music 
♦ live studio recording and mixing of a performance by a small instrumental 

group 
♦ multi-track studio recording and mixing of a performance by a rock band or 

a dance music track 
 
Task requirements 
 
♦ Each task should allow the candidate to demonstrate all of the following 

technical skills: 
— applying creative/corrective equalisation 
— applying time domain effects and using compression or noise gate 

controllers 
— applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade-in/out 
— editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
— mixing down to an audio master in appropriate file format(s) 

♦ Each production should involve a minimum of five parts. 
♦ Each production should be between 1 and 3 minutes in length.  
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Marking instructions 
General marking principles 
For each of the two tasks, assessors allocate a mark for each of the stages, by 
applying the instructions below to the evidence provided, and, where 
appropriate, adding a comment justifying why the mark was awarded. 
 
♦ Marks for planning should be based on the formal plan provided as 

evidence.  
— If no plan is provided, award 0 marks for planning.  
— If a candidate does not state the source of media files (SQA or their 

own), award a maximum of 5 marks as planning is lacking detail. 
— Do not award marks for planning audio capture. 

♦ Marks for implementing should be based on the completed audio master and 
the progress report. 
— If no audio master is provided, award 0 marks for implementing. 
— If no progress report is provided, award appropriate marks from the 

lower bands. 
♦ Marks for evaluating should be based on the evaluation report provided as 

evidence, which must relate to the audio master provided. If no audio 
master is provided, award 0 marks for evaluating. 

♦ For each of the stages, the marker should select the band descriptor which 
most closely describes the evidence presented. Once the best fit has been 
selected: 
— where the evidence almost matches the level above, the higher mark 

from the range should be awarded 
— where the evidence just meets the standard described, the lower mark 

from the range should be awarded 
— where the evidence completely matches the highest level band 

descriptor for any stage, and has been produced by the candidate 
working independently, full marks should be awarded for that stage 

 

Detailed marking instructions 
Criteria for stage 1: planning the production Mark range 

Fully informative, detailed and complete evidence of planning 9–10 

Informative and complete evidence of planning  7–8 
Evidence of planning which is mostly complete and appropriate, 
but lacking in detail in some areas  

5–6 

Incomplete evidence of planning  3–4 

Little evidence of planning  1–2 

No evidence of planning  0 
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Criteria for stage 2(a): implementing the production — 
mixing skills  

Mark range  

Completed to a high standard, demonstrating a comprehensive 
knowledge of mixing skills and technical awareness, fully 
documented in progress record  

9–10 

Completed to a reasonable standard, demonstrating a good 
knowledge of mixing skills and technical awareness, and 
documented in progress record 

7–8 

Completed to a minimally acceptable standard, demonstrating 
some knowledge of mixing skills and technical awareness, 
partially documented in progress record 

5–6 

Completed to a minimally acceptable standard, but with little or 
no evidence in progress record 

3–4 

Incomplete 1–2 

No evidence of mixing skills  0 
 
For stage 2(a), the candidate should provide evidence of: 
 
♦ applying creative/corrective equalisation 
♦ applying time domain effects and the use of compression or noise gate 

controllers 
♦ applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade in/out 
♦ editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
♦ mixing down to an audio master in appropriate file format(s) 
 

Criteria for stage 2(b): implementing the production — 
creative and appropriate use of sound and/or music  

Mark range 

Implementation includes significant creative use of appropriate 
sounds and/or music, and fully documented in progress record 

9–10 

Implementation includes some creative use of appropriate 
sounds and/or music working, and documented in progress 
record 

7–8 

Implementation includes some creative use of appropriate 
sounds and/or music, and partially documented in progress 
record 

5–6 

Implementation includes minimal creative use of appropriate 
sounds and/or music, and with little or no evidence in progress 
record 

3–4 

Implementation shows little evidence of appropriate choices of 
sound and/or music, or with no evidence in progress record  

1–2 

No evidence of creative and appropriate use of appropriate 
sounds and/or music  

0 
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Criteria for stage 3: evaluating the production  Mark range  

Evaluation report is consistent, detailed and relevant, and with 
clear, valid evaluation  

9–10 

Evaluation report is consistent and relevant, and with clear, 
reasoned evaluation  

7–8 

Evaluation report is consistent and relevant, with some 
evaluative comments  

5–6 

Evaluation report is complete, but lacking in evaluative 
comments  

3–4 

Evaluation report is incomplete, unclear or inconsistent   1–2 

No evidence of evaluation  0 
 



 

Version 1.0 6 

Instructions for candidates 
This assessment applies to the assignment for National 5 Music Technology in 
session 2020–21. 
 
This assignment is worth 80 marks and has two tasks, each worth 40 marks. The 
marks contribute 70% of the overall marks for the course assessment. 
 
It assesses the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 
 
♦ skills in using music technology hardware and software to manipulate audio 
♦ application of music technology in creative ways 
♦ planning, implementing and evaluating a sound production 
 
Your teacher or lecturer will let you know how the assessment will be carried 
out and any required conditions for doing it.  
 
For each task in this assessment, you have to plan, implement and evaluate a 
sound production. 
 
Choose any two of the assessment tasks listed below. 
 
♦ creating a radio broadcast 
♦ live-recording of a small group performance 
♦ multi-track recording of a rock band performance (multi-track A) or  

multi-track recording of a dance music track (multi-track B) 
 
You cannot choose to complete both of the multi-track recordings (A and B) 
assessment tasks.  
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National 5 Music Technology assignment:  
creating a radio broadcast 
 
Instructions for candidates 
In this task you will mix music and voice, selecting from numerous segments 
that will be provided for a short radio broadcast, which should be 1 to 2 
minutes in length. 
 
You will source sound effects, introductory and incidental music and use the 
recorded voice provided. You must include a minimum of five parts. You can 
import audio from other sources to complete your broadcast, but you must 
state what these sources are in your planning. 
 
There are three stages to this task and marks will be awarded for each stage:  
 
♦ planning the production   10 marks 
♦ implementing the production  20 marks 
♦ evaluating the production  10 marks 
 
Before starting the task, make sure you are familiar with the segments that 
have been provided.  
 
Throughout the task, you must keep a record of progress. This could be an 
informal log or diary in handwritten or electronic form.  
 
You should update your record of progress after each stage of the task. It 
should explain what you have done, describing any help you needed, and listing 
any evidence you have produced (printouts, sketches, photographs, sound 
files). 
 
After each stage of the task, get your teacher or lecturer to check your work. 
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Stage 1: planning the production (10 marks) 
 
You should discuss the task with your teacher or lecturer before you begin the 
planning process, to ensure that it will allow you to demonstrate all of the 
following technical skills: 
 
♦ applying creative/corrective equalisation 
♦ applying time domain effects and using compression or noise gate 

controllers 
♦ applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade-in/out 
♦ editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
♦ mixing down to an audio master in appropriate file format(s) 
 
 
a Complete a sound design map, detailing all the sounds you need to use in 

your soundtrack. 
 

b Think about: 
 

♦ the segments — listen to all of the voice recordings from the radio 
broadcast package. Decide which segments you will use and include 
these in your sound design map.   

♦ the music — consider instrumentation, tonality, style or genre, tempo 
and time signature 

♦ the sound effects — state the source of any sound effects you intend 
to import and use in your production   

 
c Plan how you will set up your digital audio workstation (DAW) software 
 
d Plan your use of controls, effects and processes 

 
e Decide how you will keep your log. It may be handwritten, or kept in 

electronic form (word-processed document or blog entry), or spoken and 
recorded, or in any other appropriate format. 

 
f Once you have completed your plan for the production, show it to your 

teacher or lecturer to check. 
 
 

Tick () when 
complete 
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Stage 2: implementing the production (20 marks) 
 
a The mix down to a stereo master is an important part of the 

assessment. 
 
♦ Import all tracks you intend to use in your production. The files provided 

are in 48kHz/32bit format and you should ensure that you are importing 
them using the correct settings in your digital audio workstation (DAW). 

♦ Make any edits required to the tracks.  
♦ Apply appropriate EQ settings, time domain effects, compression or 

noise gate controllers, volume, panning and fade-in/out to your mix. 
♦ Set your final mix level and save your audio master in an appropriate 

format. 
♦ Make notes of all your final settings.  

 
b Once you have completed editing and mixing, show your progress 

log and final audio master to your teacher or lecturer to check. 

 

Stage 3: evaluating the production (10 marks) 
 
You must evaluate: 
 
♦ your planning 
♦ your editing 
♦ your final mix 
 
As a guide when evaluating, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
♦ Have I completed everything I planned to complete? 
♦ Have I kept my diary/log up to date and does it detail everything I have 

done? 
♦ What were the strengths and weaknesses of my production? 
♦ What would I do differently next time? 
 
You have now completed the task. 
 
Check your work to ensure you have completed all stages, and have collected 
all the required evidence. 
 
If you are sure that you have finished, let you teacher or lecturer know. 
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National 5 Music Technology assignment:  
live-recording of a small group performance 
 
Instructions for candidates 
In this task you will plan, implement and evaluate a live recording of a of a 
small group performance. A live recording in five parts, comprising drum kit, 
bass guitar, electric guitar, voice and synth will be provided.  
 

Instrument  Mic’ing  
Drum kit   Multi-mic’ing — three mics in total: 

 
♦ kick drum  
♦ snare top 
♦ mono overhead  

Electric guitar  One channel  

Bass guitar  DI  

Horn section Multi-mic’ing 

Synth DI  

 
Before starting the task, make sure you are familiar with the music and the 
instruments recorded.  
 
There are three stages to this task and marks will be awarded for each stage: 
 
♦ planning the production   10 marks 
♦ implementing the production   20 marks 
♦ evaluating the production  10 marks 
 
Throughout the task, you must keep a record of progress. This could be an 
informal log or diary in handwritten or electronic form.  
 
You should update your record of progress after each stage of the task. It 
should explain what you have done, describing any help you needed, and listing 
any evidence you have produced (printouts, sketches, photographs, sound 
files). 
 
After each stage of the task, get your teacher or lecturer to check your work. 
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Stage 1: planning the production (10 marks) 
 
You should discuss the task with your teacher or lecturer before you begin the 
planning process, to ensure that it will allow you to demonstrate all of the 
following technical skills: 
 
♦ applying creative/corrective equalisation 
♦ applying time domain effects and using compression or noise gate 

controllers 
♦ applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade-in/out 
♦ editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
♦ mixing down to an audio master in an appropriate file format 
 
a Plan how you will set up your digital audio workstation (DAW) software.  

 
b Review the files for the live multi-track. 
 
c Decide how you will keep your log. It may be handwritten, or kept in 

electronic form (word-processed document or blog entry), or spoken and 
recorded, or in any other appropriate format.   

 
d Once you have completed your plan for the production, show it to your 

teacher or lecturer to check. 
 

Stage 2: implementing the production (20 marks) 
 
a The mix down to a stereo master is an important part of the 

assessment. 

 
♦ Import all tracks you intend to use in your production. The files provided 

are in 48kHz/32bit format and you should ensure that you are importing 
them using the correct settings in your DAW.   

♦ Make any edits required to the tracks.  
♦ Apply appropriate EQ settings, time domain effects, compression or 

noise gate controllers, volume, panning and fade-in/out to your mix. 
♦ Set your final mix level and save your audio master in an appropriate 

format. 
♦ Make notes of all your final settings.  

 
b Once you have completed editing and mixing, show your progress log and 

final audio master to your teacher or lecturer to check. 

 

Tick () when 
complete 
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Stage 3: evaluating the production (10 marks) 
 
You must evaluate: 
 
♦ your planning 
♦ your editing 
♦ your final mix 
 
As a guide when evaluating, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
♦ Have I completed everything I planned to complete? 
♦ Have I kept my diary/log up to date and does it detail everything I have 

done? 
♦ What were the strengths and weaknesses of my production? 
♦ What would I do differently next time? 
 
 
 
 
You have now completed the task. 
 
Check your work to ensure you have completed all stages, and have collected 
all the required evidence. 
 
If you are sure that you have finished, let you teacher or lecturer know. 
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National 5 Music Technology assignment: 
multi-track recording of a rock band  
(multi-track A) 
 
Instructions for candidates 
In this task you will plan, implement and evaluate a multi-track recording of a 
performance of a small group. A rock band multi-track recording in five parts, 
comprising drum kit, bass guitar, electric guitar, and vocals will be provided. 
The song must be edited to be a maximum of 3 minutes in duration. 
 

Instrument  Mic’ing  
Drum kit   Multi-mic’ing — four mics in total: 

 
♦ kick drum  
♦ snare top   
♦ SDC overheads X/Y   

Electric guitar  One channel   

Bass guitar  DI  

Vocals  One channel  

Backing vocals  Three channels  

 
Before starting the task, make sure you are familiar with the music and the 
instruments recorded.  
 
There are three stages to this task and marks will be awarded for each stage:  
 
♦ planning the production   10 marks 
♦ implementing the production  20 marks 
♦ evaluating the production  10 marks 
 
Throughout the task, you must keep a record of progress. This could be an 
informal log or diary in handwritten or electronic form.  
 
You should update your record of progress after each stage of the task. It 
should explain what you have done, describing any help you needed, and listing 
any evidence you have produced (printouts, sketches, photographs, sound 
files). 
 
After each stage of the task, get your teacher or lecturer to check your work. 
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Stage 1: planning the production (10 marks) 
 
You should discuss the task with your teacher or lecturer before you begin the 
planning process, to ensure that it will allow you to demonstrate all of the 
following technical skills: 
 
♦ applying creative/corrective equalisation 
♦ applying time domain effects and using compression or noise gate 

controllers 
♦ applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade-in/out 
♦ editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
♦ mixing down to an audio master in appropriate file format(s) 
 
a Plan how you will set up your digital audio workstation (DAW) software.  
 
b Review the files for multi-track A. 
 
c Plan your use of controls, effects and processes. 
 
d Decide how you will keep your log. It may be handwritten, or kept 

in electronic form (word-processed document or blog entry), or spoken 
and recorded, or in any other appropriate format.   

 
e Once you have completed your plan for the production, show it to your 

teacher or lecturer to check. 
 

Stage 2: implementing the production (20 marks) 
 
a The mix down to a stereo master is an important part of the 

assessment. 

 
♦ Import all tracks you intend to use in your production.  The files 

provided are in 48kHz/32bit format and you should ensure that you are 
importing them using the correct settings in your DAW.   

♦ Make any edits required to the tracks.  
♦ Apply appropriate EQ settings, time domain effects, compression or 

noise gate controller, volume, panning and fade-in/out to your mix. 
♦ Set your final mix level and save your audio master in an appropriate 

format. 
♦ Make notes of all your final settings.  

 
b Once you have completed editing and mixing, show your progress log and 

final audio master to your teacher or lecturer to check. 

 

Tick () when 
complete 
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Stage 3: evaluating the production (10 marks) 
 
You must evaluate: 
 
♦ your planning 
♦ your editing 
♦ your final mix 
 
As a guide when evaluating, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
♦ Have I completed everything I planned to complete? 
♦ Have I kept my diary/log up to date and does it detail everything I have 

done? 
♦ What were the strengths and weaknesses of my production? 
♦ What would I do differently next time? 
 
 
 
 
You have now completed the task. 
 
Check your work to ensure you have completed all stages, and have collected 
all the required evidence. 
 
If you are sure that you have finished, let you teacher or lecturer know. 
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National 5 Music Technology assignment: 
multi-track recording of a dance music track 
(multi-track B) 
 
Instructions for candidates 
In this task you will plan, implement and evaluate a multi-track recording of a 
performance of a small group. A multi-track recording of a dance music track in 
ten parts, comprising acoustic guitar, bass guitar, piano, synths, synth strings, 
drum kit, shaker, cymbal and vocals will be provided. The song must be edited 
to be a maximum of 3 minutes in duration. 
 

Instrument  Mic’ing  
Drum kit   Multi-mic’ing — four mics in total: 

 
♦ kick drum  
♦ snare top   
♦ SDC overheads X/Y   

Shaker AB stereo mic 

Cymbal AB stereo mic 

Acoustic guitar  One channel   

Bass guitar  DI  

Vocals  One channel  

Piano  AB stereo mic  

Synth 1 DI 

Synth 2 DI 

Synth strings DI 

 
You must use a minimum of five parts in your production.  
 
Before starting the task, make sure you are familiar with the music and the 
instruments recorded.  
 
There are three stages to this task and marks will be awarded for each stage:  
 
♦ planning the production   10 marks 
♦ implementing the production  20 marks 
♦ evaluating the production  10 marks 
 
Throughout the task, you must keep a record of progress. This could be an 
informal log or diary in handwritten or electronic form.  
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You should update your record of progress after each stage of the task. It should 
explain what you have done, describing any help you needed, and listing any 
evidence you have produced (printouts, sketches, photographs, sound files). 
 
After each stage of the task, get your teacher or lecturer to check your work. 
 

Stage 1: planning the production (10 marks) 
 
You should discuss the task with your teacher or lecturer before you begin the 
planning process, to ensure that it will allow you to demonstrate all of the 
following technical skills: 
 
♦ applying creative/corrective equalisation 
♦ applying time domain effects and using compression or noise gate controllers 
♦ applying mixing techniques including volume, panning and fade-in/out 
♦ editing tracks (for example to remove spillage) 
♦ mixing down to an audio master in an appropriate file format 
 
a Plan how you will set up your digital audio workstation (DAW) software.  
 
b Review the files for multi-track B. 
 
c Plan your use of controls, effects and processes. 
 
d Decide how you will keep your log. It may be handwritten, or kept 

in electronic form (word-processed document or blog entry), or spoken 
and recorded, or in any other appropriate format.  

 
e Once you have completed your plan for the production, show it to your 

teacher or lecturer to check. 
 

Stage 2: implementing the production (20 marks) 
 
a The mix down to a stereo master is an important part of the 

assessment. 
 
♦ Import all tracks you intend to use in your production. The files provided 

are in 48kHz/32bit format and you should ensure that you are importing 
them using the correct settings in your DAW.  

♦ Make any required edits to the tracks.  
♦ Apply appropriate EQ settings, time domain effects, compression or 

noise gate controllers, volume, panning and fade-in/out to your mix. 
♦ Set your final mix level and save your audio master in an appropriate 

format. 
♦ Make notes of all your final settings.  

 

Tick () when 
complete 
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b Once you have completed editing and mixing, show your progress log and 
final audio master to your teacher or lecturer to check. 

 

Stage 3: evaluating the production (10 marks) 
 
You must evaluate: 
 
♦ your planning 
♦ your editing 
♦ your final mix 
 
As a guide when evaluating, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
♦ Have I completed everything I planned to complete? 
♦ Have I kept my diary/log up to date and does it detail everything I have 

done? 
♦ What were the strengths and weaknesses of my production? 
♦ What would I do differently next time? 
 
 
 
 
You have now completed the task. 
 
Check your work to ensure you have completed all stages, and have collected 
all the required evidence. 
 
If you are sure that you have finished, let you teacher or lecturer know. 
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