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Qualification Verification Summary Report 

NQ Verification 2019–20 

Section 1: Verification group information 

Verification group name: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies 

Verification event/visiting 
information 

Event/Postal 

Date published: July 2020 

 

National Courses/Units verified: 

H263 73 National 3 World Religion 

H264 73 National 3 Morality and Belief 

H265 73 National 3 Religious and Philosophical Questions 

H263 74 National 4 World Religion 

H264 74 National 4 Morality and Belief 

H265 74 National 4 Religious and Philosophical Questions 

 

Section 2: Comments on assessment 

Assessment approaches 

Most centres verified were either ‘accepted’ or ‘accepted*’. This showed that 

many centres were consistent in their application of assessment approaches and 

in their assessment judgements. Centres are to be commended for this 

consistency in application of standards. 

 

Many centres had effectively used the ‘sample questions’ that are included in the 

judging evidence tables within the unit assessment support pack materials as the 

basis of their assessment materials. A few centres had used ‘naturally occurring’ 

evidence in their submissions and this approach is to be encouraged. 

 

Action points: 

The following comments are intended as a guide to centres on future practice: 

 

Centres must submit a copy of the instrument of assessment, including marking 

instructions (if not using ‘naturally occurring’ evidence). If using ‘naturally 
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occurring’ evidence, centres must submit any candidate directions or instructions 

used and appropriate marking instructions. 

 

Centres should ensure that the instrument of assessment used is clear and 

candidates understand what is expected of them. The assessment should not 

disadvantage candidates by asking for more than the standards expected. 

Centres are reminded that the assessment standards are judged against 

minimum competence. 

 

Centres are reminded that the assessment standards cannot be changed, and 

the latest assessment standards must be used, or candidates will be 

disadvantaged. Details of how to access the SQA secure site for this information 

this can be found from each centre’s SQA co-ordinator. 

 

When centres devise their own assessment approaches, they should include 

some ‘possible responses’ for verification as this greatly helps the verification 

process. Examples of such responses can be found in the unit assessment 

support pack materials on the SQA secure site. Centres are also reminded that 

they can use the ‘prior verification’ option offered by SQA when creating their own 

assessment approaches. 

 

Assessment judgements 

During the verification events the following examples of good practice were 

observed: 

 

The majority of centres submitted candidate evidence that was clearly annotated 

to show where each assessment standard was being achieved/not achieved. 

This was done through highlighting, underlining, bracketing, numbering etc. This 

made the verification process straightforward and is to be commended and 

encouraged. 

 

Once again it was encouraging for the verification team to see that some centres 

had used ‘discussion with candidates’ as a means of eliciting further information 

from them to qualify any achievement of an assessment standard. Such 

discussions were clearly recorded on the submitted evidence paperwork. 

 

The internal verification procedure of most of the centres verified was clear and 

well laid out, as well as being put into practice, and this meant that reviewing 

assessment judgements was a straightforward process. Centres are commended 

for this consistency of approach. 

 

Action points: 

The following comments are intended as a guide to centres on future practice: 

 

Some centres submitted evidence for more than one unit assessment for each 

candidate at the same level, which is not required for the external verification 

process. Centres are reminded of the guidance on evidence required for external 

verification that can be found on the SQA website. 
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Some centres did not annotate or record where candidates had met the 

assessment standards, and this made the verification process difficult. 

 

The Verification Sample Forms from some centres did not correlate with the 

marking and comments noted on the candidates’ work, and this made the work of 

the verification team more difficult. 

 

Centres are reminded that RMPS has a holistic approach to assessment 

standards and this means that ‘if a candidate broadly meets the requirements of 

the assessment standards then there is no need for re-assessment’ (see 

Package 3 portfolio approaches (for all levels) available on the SQA Secure 

website). 

 

Centres are reminded that the internal verification procedures of each centre are 

there to ensure that the proper evidence is submitted to SQA for verification as 

well as ensuring that assessment judgements are clear and evidenced. 

 

Section 3: General comments 
Centres should ensure that they are using the correct assessment standards to 

assess their candidates’ work. The most recent unit assessment support packs 

can be found on the SQA secure website. 

 

Centres may want to refer to the National Qualifications Internal Verification 

Toolkit for further information on internal verification. 

 

Centres should also check any submitted SQA paperwork to ensure that it is 

properly filled in. This paperwork (including the SQA checklist) should reflect any 

evidence that is being submitted. 

 

Some centres submit an excessive amount of candidate evidence for verification. 

Centres are reminded that they only need to submit evidence for one unit for 

each group of candidates at a level. Further information regarding the submission 

of evidence can be found in Evidence required for external verification of units 

(including added value units) at verification events. 

 

Centres are reminded that all queries relating to assessment standards and the 

verification process should be addressed by the SQA Verification Team. 

 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/74670.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/74670.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/Evidence_required_for_verificationevents.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/Evidence_required_for_verificationevents.pdf

